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Clippings from the Remnant 
ELI BOYD 


Rev, Bld Boyd was born, May 29, 1864, 4 miles from Somer- 
ville, 8.¢,. on John Murray's plantation. It was a very large 
plantation with perhaps one hundred slaves and their families, 

‘As he was only a tiny baby when: frenden came, he had no "recomem= 
brm ce" of the real slavery days, but he lived on the same planta 
‘tion fer many years until his father and mother died in 1886. 

ay worked on the plantation just like they did in the real 
slavery days y aca I received a smal) wage. I picked cotton and 
| thinned rice, ‘I always did just what they told me to do and didn't 
ever Set inte any trouble, except onan and that was my own fault, 

‘You see, it was inkie’” win: They gave me a bucket of thick 

 Clabber te tend to the hogs. 1 was hungry and took the bucket and 
sat down behind the barn and ate every bit of it, 1 didn't know 
at would make me sick, but was I sick? I swelled up so that I 
all but bust. They had to doctor on mé, They took soot out.of the 
chimney and mixed it with salt and made me take that. 1 guess 
they saved my life, for I was awful sick. | \ 


I never learned to. read until I was 26 years old. That was 
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after I left the Plantation. I was staying at a place washing 
dishes for Goodyear's at Sapville, Ga., 6 miles from Waycross, Ga, 
I Pound a Webster's spelling book that had been thrown awey and 


eh ‘learned to read from that. 


| ae wasn't converted until bs went to work in a turpentine still 
ane five years” later I was galled to preach, I am one of 13 child~ 
ren and none (of us ever been arrested. We were taught right, 
‘ I kept on preaching until I came to Miami, I have been age 
sistant pag tox at Bethel African mesnontes Chureh for the past 
10 years, : . a 

I belong to a class of Negroes called Geechees, My grand= 
father was brought dircetly from Africa to Port Royal, 3. 0, My 
grandmother used to hold up her hand and look at it and sing out 
of her hand, She'd make them up as she would look at her hand, 


_ @he gang in Geechee and also made rhymes and songs in English, 
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Wor ds - Brooksville 


AMBROSE DOUGLASS ~ 


In 1860, =a ne was 16 years old, Ambrose Hilliard Dov cee 
os given a sound nating by his aren Carolina master because he 
attempted to refuse the mate that had been given to him <--- with the 
insta iens to produce : healthy boy~child by her ---- and a long 
meee. wh the value of having good, strong, healthy children, os 
1937, at the age of 92, bubrwes Douglass welcomed his 38th child inte 
“tea enh las 
The near-centennarian lives near Brooksville, in Hernanite 
— County, on a run-down farm that he no longer attempts to tend now 
that most of his 38 children have deserted the farm for the more 
| luerative enployment of the cities of the phosphate camps 
a Bongsnne was born free in Detroit in 1845. His parents re- 
turned South to visit relatives still in mlgvery » itl were soon 
reanslaved Chensolver. asin their children. Ambrose was one of these 
For 21 years he remained in slavery! seinkinan at the plan= ) 
tation of his original master in North Carolina, sometimes in other 
sections after he had been sold to different masters. 
een: "Yaseuh, I been sold a lot of times", the old man states, "Our 
5 | eater didn't believe in keeping a house, a horse or a derky after 
he had a chance to make some money on hime Mostly, though, I was 


mela when if cut sul ° 
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Brooksville i 


"I was a young man", he continues, "and didn't see why I should 
: \ 


‘be anybody's slave. I'd rum away every chance I gote Sometimes they 


near killed me, but mostly they just sold me. I guess I was pretty | 
husky, at that." 


"They never did get thoir money’ s worth out of me, though. I 


worked as long as they stood over me, then I ran around with the gals 


or sneaked off to the woods. Sometimes they used to put doge on me 


to git mo backs 


"When they finally sold me to a man up in Suwanee County. =-- 


his mame was Harris <<< I thought it would be the end of the world. 


‘We had heard about him all the way up in Virginiae They said he beat 


\ 


you, starved you and tied you up when you didn't work, and killed you 
od 


if you ran away, 


/ 


"But I never had a better master. He never beat me, and al- 


ways fed ali of Use ‘Course, we didn't get too much 0 eats corn 


meal, a little piece of fat meat now and then, cabbages, greens, 


potatoes, and plenty of mplasses.. Whon I worked up at ‘the house? 


I et just what the master et; sometimes he would give it to me his= 
self. When he didn't, I’et it anyway. | 

“He was so good, and I was so scared of him, tiil I didn't 
ever run away from his place", Ambrose reminisces; "I had somebody 
there that I liked, sree: When he finally went ta the war he sold - 
= back to a man in North Carolina, in Hornett County. But the gos 


Was near over then; I soon was as ‘free as I am now, 


"I guess we musta celebrated 'Mancipation about twelve times 


in YG Hornett county, Every time a bunch of No'thern sojers would 
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come through they would tell us we was free and we'd begin celebra- 
: tin’. Before we would get through sane body else would tell us to go 
back to work, and we would g®- Some of us wanted to jine up with the 
army » bub : sted know whe was goin’ to win and didn't take no chances 
os ewe a when freedom finally came, end that time I didn't 
‘take no chances on ‘em taking it back again. I Lit out for Florida 
wil sein oF in Madison County. T hada cipal time there; I got mr- 
ried, got a plenty of work, and made me a little money. I fixed hou- 
wey built tem, worked around the yards, and did everything. My firat 
| ‘enila was already ita): I didn't know there wes goin? to be 37 more, / 
“though. I guess I would have stopped right thereseree.. | 
i whayed in Madison County until they started to working 
: * sencrete rock dom heree i heard about it and thought that isa be 
a good way for me to feed 211 them two dosen children I hade So 
I came down this side. That was about 20 years agde 
"yz got married again after ® got here; right soon after. ly 
\ wife now is 30 years old; we ‘anal had 13 children together". (His 
wife is a slight, eivldehslouking womans she says she Was 13 when she 
married Douglass, had her first child that year. Eleven of her thir- 


- teen are still livinge) 


"Nossuh, I ain't long stopped work, I worked here in the phos- 


phate mine until lest year, when they started to paying pensions. I 


thought I would git one, but all I got was some PMA work, ond this year 


they told me I was. too old for that. I told tem I wasn’t but 91, but 
they didn't give me nothin' else. 1 guess I'1] ght my ous soon, 
a though. My oldest bey ought to git it, too; he's sixty-five". 


EIN 








\ twenty-three yeare prior to Fmaneipation. His father who, 





_ hie master to obtain hie freedom, however, for he did not — 
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In Ghaseviile, Florida, about twelve milea - 


from Jugkaonwit2e on. the south nite of the gaint Johne 


ye Ca 


River ives Willian sherman (leeodiy pronounced a 


a form or slave of Jack Davin, nephew of President cats oe 


‘Davie of the Confadexacy. (1). 
“Willdam Sherman waa born on the plante tion 


of Jack Devis, about five miléa from Roberteville, anh 


Carolina, ate pinee cailed "Black Swamp," June aa, Lode, 


wae alse named William Sherman 
his sr aaeep for eighte on hundred dollara from his former 
master, John Jones, who alao dived in the vioinity of the 


Davia plontationr, Lilien Sherman, ‘genior, bargained with 


pare the money to readily pay. him, He hired himacif out te 
‘sone of the woalthy plantation owmera ‘and applied what he 


earned toward the payrent for - nie frecdon,. He was a akilled 


“blackemtth and cabinet-maker and hia a- orvices wore always in’ 


Ny WAS 9. free man, having boucht 


ere 


uy 
Bs 
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nner abe lori ie op a a Pen ge) 
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ie - demand. After procuring hie jm he bought o tract of 


~ 


land fron hie former master and built a home and black-. 





 omith hop. on. at, ‘Ae waa the ouaton during villain @& person 


+H. 
nee 










Vay bought hie fresdom had to have a guardian; Sherman's for- 


es or naster, John Jones, acted a8 hie guardian, Under this 


a new order of things Sherman Was in reality hie own moagter. 


He was. not ponned,* had ha6 onn peer earned and kept his 









wever, he. emat ned and married Anna Geormia, the mother of 


 maatam Sherman, junior. she, @a.s ( o1s9 a slave of Jock Dovid. 





ee ‘After million Sherran, senior, finished his day's work he 





ey would go to the Dovie plantation to visit his wife and ome= 


Ms Ve 


* tong remain for the night. It was hic intention to purchase 
the» ‘roedom of nde’ wife Anna Georgia, and their gon William, 
but he died. pefore he had sufficient totam d to do so, and alse 
before the Civil TAL y which he preteen would ensue between 
the North and. South. His gon William aaye that he remembera 

well the eventa that nee up to hia father"e burial; he tates 
ae hat the white people dug hig’ erave which was eix fect deep. 





ae It took them three days in which to dig it on account of the 





oh “money, and. was at liver ty to Leave the texritory 4f he desired. 
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ie ing: ee not to worsy*papats gotnt ¢ to com! back and bring ue 
fant lout se had Boon eocustoned to bringing them 





ele: Gus ie sects 
ie Som Georgie was a cook and general house 


/ onan in im Davie! home.: She wae a half breed, her mother. 
oy By: tale ‘moana Her huetand,Wilitem, was & descondanit 











“miliiea junior. The Davia family tree oe soja it wae as. 


cb ii ai 


“follows: three brothers, Sam, Thomas and Jot fervon Davie : (Pree ye 


ident of the Confederacy. ). Sam hte the elde at of the three and 
4 


had four ehildren, vist Jaaks: Robert, Richard and EE 


ss Cees 


shoans had four, vist Jomes, Richard, “Pusha and Manna. Jeffer- 


son Davis? fondly was not known 40 Willian an he lived in vive! 


ginia, whereas, the other brothers: and their Families Lived 


near each other at "Black ‘Swamp. , ee ae 
ne | : ere oaks - Iéok Davie, the master of william Sherman, 


woo the aon of Sem ‘Davio, brs tner of Torr otenon Mavis. Themes 


See ana Sem Davia were ‘gompaxatively lasce mon, while Jofferson 7 





e 








ae \ Blave Waterview e e oe ve aah ieee ‘hae + 
James Johnson oad oe | _ FEC ; 
ss cham “ac ae op pone 





ak | 
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a ortt tines | he violtea hie Gunes, Jaok and they wait ret 





together in a ‘lengthy conversation, Sometimes ho would re = 
- ‘main wath ‘the Devi family for © few daya and then return 


‘ha 





i \ipeman on these wisite William tates that he saw 


“him peroonally. These visite or sojourns occurred prior to 





ior aie JInok Davis be! ng & comparative ly POR! man 


on his plant bation; they were houses I 


; oyprese timber notehed tomether in 





> 1% the appearance of having been built 

on elie ubars It ie much lazer and of different archi- 4 

 teature than the slave cabins, however. | | 

Ss | | : The few slaves that he had aroae Bt 4200 o'clock 
ae in. the morning and prepared themaelves for the field. They 
i — atopped at noon for a diet luneh which they always ‘ook 
| with thom and at ‘aun=down they quit work and went to their 

" Respective eabinae. Cotton, corn, pote teen and other commo d= i 

 Aties were roleed, ‘whore wae no romular"overaeer® employed. . 


GN Davie, the master, acte nd in thot enpacity, He was vory kind to 


them: and seldom used the whip. After the outbreak of ‘the Civil 





r, white men: colled rpatgrorterer were posted around the 





needle plantations to ne arainet runaways, and if slaves 
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routine for Jack Davis! slavéa for he ‘eave the *patgrollers® 
specific orders that if any of them were caught off the 
. plantation without a permit not. to nolest them but to let 
them proceed where ‘they ware bound. wid aid that one of 
‘ \ the slaves ran away and when he was caught his master, cave 
- hin a light whipping and told him to "go on now and run O.WBY 
af you want so. He said the glave walked away but never ate 
“tempted fo run away again. Will states that he wae somewhat of 
a spote around the plantation and aid almost ae he wantéd to. 
te would ro hunting, fishing and cope with his master's 
sons ‘who were — his Oge. sometimes he would eet into a. 
fight with one of ‘the boys and many times he would be the vio- 
tor, his fallen foe would sometimes exclaim that "that tieking 
that you gave me gure hurt," and that ended the affair; there 
wae no further 111 feeling pe twee them. : 
Education: The elaves were not allowed to 
-otudy, The white children atudied a large "Blue Back® Mebeter 
~ Reeller ond when one had thoroughly learned its contents ne 
was considered to ‘be educated, 

Tee -- Religion: The elaves had thede own church 
but aonetimes went to the churchen of their white masters 
“where they were Felegated to the extr cme rear. John yelley, ‘*: 
white Pan, often preached to them and. would admoni ah thom a8 


_— foltena;# a must obey your master and miasuo, you must be good 
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- aiahoxs. "After the beginning ‘ee Wi Gas they heldtmeotinga* os 
among: ‘homeelves 3 in thetx cabines i gs : | . ss 4 


ae x a 
oh an Ea sae laa) 


“Those elaves who pelieved and aecept= 





Syn 
Tae 


“ea the . Greietion ‘Dostrine were admitted into the church after 
Pca baptized in one of the ‘pur. ounding ponds. 

Pe aes “Geuelticn: Tors wae a vory we thy plantation 
‘ceased ‘lives near the Davis PAaRER SION - he had eleven planta- 






‘the onaliest one was oultivated by three hunared ALOWOR. - 

Ortines they woula work nearly all night. wid states : 

oe Mecca wag not an unusual thine to. hear in the early MO TN 

oe Ainge the echoes: of raw hide whipa orscking dike the report 6 | fa 

gun againet the. bare) backe ef the alaves who were eats whipped. 

a ‘They would moan and groan in agony, but. the whipping went on une 
we the master's wrath was. appeascd. ‘John Stokes, a, white 1 plantain y 

: “tion owner who lived near the Davia! plantetion sanialer i tha vine 
ry ates from their masters and brine the stolon goods: to him; he 
"would purchase the goode for. tage less than their volue. One time. © 

| one of the slaves "put At out” ‘thet "Yassa" Stokes wae buying | v 
atolen goods, stokes néard of this and sig wrath was “aroused; a 


. oe he had to find the mnigger® who was olroulating this rumor. He 












| after him in erent fury “ finslly eueceedes in Locating 
: , whereupon, he gave him a good "leoing® and werned him "if. 
over heard anything like that again from him he wos going 


= 


The accusations were true, however, we the aleve 
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depioted in furthor Sisaunaten ‘of the as fade: for ‘fold Manna 

Stokes wae o, trocghoroun nan® On anothex eecnaton one of the J 
 BStokeot odnvon © nos nony ti ‘and he gent ‘Steven  RAtt SLO y known as the | 
dog man,” to ontoh tho. ‘enonpe.s (tho doga that wont in purautt of 
the rananay alae | wer e enlled MT ear desa® 5 shoy more uscd opeckf= 








: Aooaay fox on ohing yuna cl odavens 16) Thia pe rGicguier sinve nod culte 
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a *hand atarte on tho aoge that wox'e trodling bim and ho hid amonr 


none 730% ting Loge. in B darce pond) tho domo tradicd him to the pend 
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ha a % oy a zecapanrod ond the next aoen of them wan tholr 


dead bodies £1 Lor nt ne w Hon BAG ” ae m@. OFf- Bho ponds thoy had coon killin 
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¥ - ¥ i F . 
ead by. the ROONNOs They wore full-blooded hounda, ouch as tere used 


An henth ne anonped ploves and wore about fifty in numbers. Tho eloeve 
y ! Le \ My f i 

oe ‘ % 4 f} ee f Hee yf eR - 7 ory a4 . 4 ; ‘ P 

mage nis @ scape | al i We, neTOR noon om~hin, WAAl Foloters tet it rae > 


vary re and % sat he doo atet righe slave could stand 








Tt ene rumored that Abro tem Lina 
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"began. Fottorven Deviat vrothers, Sam and Tom, joined the 
| Confederate forces, ‘tore thier with thetz sone who were old 
~ ‘enough to Go, excopt Janes, ‘Tomte. son, who could not go on 
A 4 account: of 411 oath and was ‘Left behind ag overscer on 
a Tack Davis! plantation. Jagk Davie joined the artillery rer~ 

“Ament of Captain Razoxa Company. The var. progrenned, Sherman 
we on nia ferous mexoh. The "Yankees" tad made auch eweep- 
ang atvances + until they were in Roberteville, South Carolina, 





: “about five milea fron #Blnok Swamp The report of gun fire 
and cannon could bo heard from tho plantation. "Truly the 


-Yonko are here" everybody thought. The ‘only happy folk were 
oe the slaves, tho whites were in distress. Jack Dewi returhed 2 
“from the field of battle ‘to his plantation. ‘He wae on a short ao. 
| _ furlough. His wife, ‘“iiiesue® De vis asked him excitedly, if he ne 
“ ‘thought the Yankee" were going to win. He ro plied: "No if i 
a dia. I'a kill every ganned Digs ex on. the ‘eee will who wae 
then e lad of nineteen waa ‘standing nearby and on hearing his a 


a master's renarke, ona: "the Yankees. aint gonna kill me cause 





le Un goin to Lourel, Bay’ ‘ta aHimp located on ti .@ panntation,) W112 
saya that what he ‘really meant waa thet his master wae not 

| going: to kill ham because he Antended to run off and go to the _ 

mont That, af texnoon Jack Davie roturned to the "front™ a 











Savennah, River, net point that the "Yank eos 
n soldiolf etanding guard and berore he 

of five hundred alaves Were upon him. 
someone we ‘upon him, he wheeled around 


an me darknes9, ith gun levelica at. the anprosehing. slaves 


and eried "Helt.* MALL" -eousin ‘then ‘spoke up, Doan shoot boas 


eniaing wo they vere, they were 


he camp: that was eatablished aroun: the bridge. 


' sy a 
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ames. Johnaon pe Dae 
eerie, Figeide | a 
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a oxete b Pony ot wea neld by ‘the’ Confederates, As 


SI troops varghed Aneel, they were ‘followed by the yee 












a Moueh Sheakaret( Confederate Miiers a rho fired upon them from 

| ote) After being killed they vere. decapitated and their hoads 
plaged upon posta that Lined the fields so that they sould be | 
seen by other slaves: to warn ¢hem of what. would befall them iz 

- thoy sttomptod to encape, The battle at Wolie Crock Fort” was one’ 
an which both armies Ataplayod great herod.am; moat of the Federal. 
_ troops that nage. ‘the firat, attack, wore killed an the Confederates 


“| 
acened. to be Arregiatibie. After ‘rushing up rewinforosr conte, the 





. Youerale were gucoero ful da ony varies it and e large number of 
-"Rebele.* a se oe : : 





dar 









4) Bay 
He 


as - Gonerod mnernant: ni WR to march ahead 


. amy and ss sake le ther to pean. At thia point 


pal b: ae. i 





laves vere ‘eacaping from their plantations: 


Ged ity 


many of the 6 
. “fYenkoes.* AlL of, those sloves at “Black SvampY who 








ow y and go to She "Yankeoo™ wore now free 
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Gineovkie, > Movies ‘ 


oy sient of " eonquest of ‘the Federale. | 


wala now found. himself an Savennah, Georgia, 


* si 


after dorusing to “ee to Boxnawell, South Corolina, with the 
‘pederales this refusal save dt him from the fate of his unfortue 
“nate brothers who went. Savannah was filled with amoke, the 
aftermath “ a great battle. Lying in thefBrond River? between 


Ray 


‘Beaufort, South Ghyolina, and Savannah, Georgia were two Union 


rhe ph! 


go boate, the*Mabash” ond #ifon 0 Tan," which hed taken part in 
“the battle that resulted in the ‘eapture of Savannah, Everything 


F 


wae now pesceful again; S.vanneh wae now & Union eity. Many of 
the slaves were joining the Union army. Those alavea who joined 


wore trainedyabout two days and then sent to the front; due to - 


- Anek of training they were soon killed, The weather wac cold, it 


was February, 1868, frost was on the ground, Will eoon left Sea- 


 vannah for Beaufort, South Carolina which had fallen bofore the 


"Yankee" attoek. Soldiers and alaver filled the atrecta. The | 


glaves wore given ald of the food and clothes that they could 


co ry~ confiscated goode from the "Rebole.® After a bloody strur ‘ele. 


in which ‘both sides loot heavily and which lasted for about five | 


—- the war r finally ended ad 15, 1865.’ Will wae ‘thon a@ young 




















"he was diaguiesa in women's clothes. : 7 : 
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Bh hageville, Florida 


Thoussnda of Federal soldiers were in evidence. 
The vebes army was: victorious and "Sherman's March® was a 
aucceas. He atates thot when Joffereon Davie waa captured 
eee atates that Plorids had o. reputation of 
having very orucl maatersa. He saya that when eiaves got very 
: unruly, the xy were told that they wore goite to be sent to = » 
“Floriae so they could be handled, During the war thousands of 
slaves fled from Virginia into Connec tiout and New Uompehire. 
In 1867 William sherman left Beaufort and wont to Mayport, Florida 


to live. He remained there until 1800, then noved to drons,Plorida, 





living there for awhile} he finally aettied in Chaseoville, florida, 4 


; 

whore he now lives. During his many yeore of life he has bee ie 
Ae nk 

married twiee and has been the father of sixteen dhildren, 211 of ‘ 
whom are dead. He never Xo Gived any formal education, but loarn« : 


ea te re oad and studied taxidermy which he preeticed fer many yearee 
j 


He was at one time Inspector of Elections at Mayport — 





during Reconstruction Daye. He recalled an incident that coour ed 
during the performance of hie duties there, which was oe followe: : 
Mx. John Doggett who was running for office on the Derooratia ticket 


- brourht a number of colored people to Mayport by boat from che eee 


ie Toe ant 


yas to vote. ME. Doggett demanded that they shouid voue, but wil 


8 ernan ves equally inaletent 1 iat they should not woth because % ey 


yas A 
ea 


i 3 





peaeytienntiy tes mind and. xeoa2ie past. events with the en.ee 
- Jaen To Indian ‘blood that flowe in hie veine ie plainly — 


“Indian blood that ie Sy him pea anys that he eels to live for 


retour nore aera Today he lives alone. He roises a fow 
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ee hence he adoptad 


A personal interview with William Sherman, former ninve, 
at his home in Colored quarters, Chaaewilie, Plorida. 





See A Gar acee 











: aleve Interview ‘i 
danunry Ik, 1057 


ao p nosey AB he oan Fenonber- ie on go yoor old ox~ 


4 








\e 


a hoout’ thene matpoinge, the *Prophot™ tells shiny a 
dl ane, tale.” ; 
; One. ~~ when an n Od mona wan plowing in the fieqa, 


ane woman, boven sore and ‘took e 
norese hia hot, and ebtla you 
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a Birtonn melee 2 = ee - : os 
these “things: to any swcattontony, Newiee he hates for pope 
| ‘ know: fet how mean hin % Realy wo, 
Le . a Bo erent wae the for 4n which Gay wap held that | 
| ~ hon Kenpts nother, Ammette Young, oompieined to Ire. Cay, thet: 
: her tranband, we conatanty seoking hor fox & mietrega ang threaten 
| ‘ontng hor with death Af oho @id not aubeit, even Mrs. Gay had to 
| advise the nlaves 86 a6 an) Gay dome: nded, onyinge Pity husband da ® 
“ dirty: nan and wha gana nome Foanen to kilt you ig you don't,™ 
 oont ao a shang with hioms® Sines Arnette rorkod at tho’ "big howoo® 
there was no altomative, ‘and it wom believed that out of the unten. : 
; with hex naptor, Kansy a ) born, A young glave oy the name of 
Broxton Kemp. was piven te she ORAN an huaband at the tine doin Keep 
we doen, it fe from thin mon that *Prophet® took hig nawigs : 
re Late on the plantation hold nothing bere minexy for tha © 
“alaves of John Cay. A rook! ai LOwange of eveceries fox the averega. 
nada fontay sons Lated or 4 paghage of about ton pounds — a , 
_praaely ground mandy a alah ov bacon» oHdied aldawnce.t mand fron a o 
ie to & quart oO ayiup made from sorchun, dopending upon the voagon, 
AMA elaven xeported for work @ 5 ofalook in the morn nes, a 
“excopt: those who. cared for the overaner,. who eran thoir work on 
howe oarlior to amable the overseer to be present at the norning | 
akup. This oheokup Agternined which slaves vere ete or who hd 





Uti, 









a = ‘“ attod some ) efFonee Ante on the oy before or sepa the night, 








‘women wore ne exaoption 


\ 


0d a considerable GONGOINs 


Venn ot dong in finding a solution, howovor,. 
8 fron hie eae and anesekag % haat nie. 











( | . : So ae | Reo cinine the apiaity to wend tho future with C2293 
“evan to | hap det axnina what it waa bring in rome OA00M6 fe roada 















: t in the palma of thooe who whl bel feve in him; he dotornines 
‘i the good and bad tok; froedon fron adaknonn; muceoas in love and. — 
other benof ite it. will bring fron the ‘ure of Ghee y Foota, haxbe ee 
“and magdend ineantations and formiloo. He hee reac ntly code brated : 





what he deifeven | to be hie Both bisthdiy, and saya he expqate io 
- .7 Tive at donot another quarter. of ¢ » gonbuxy 
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Martin Richardson oe Slave interview 
Field Worker Eatonville, Florida 
A pe 
494 Words 
OLD GRAGSTON 


(Verbatim interview with Arnold @ragston, 97-year-old exe — 
slave whose early life was spent helping slaves to freedom across 
ong ey River, while he, himself, remained in bondage. As he puts 
- it, he Sguesses he could be called a ‘conductor! on the underground 
 Pailway, only we didn't call it that then. I don't know as we 


_ @alled it anything - = we just knew there was a lot of slaves always 


a-wentin' to get free, and I had to help ‘em. "), 


: "ost of the slaves didn't know when they was born, but I 
aid, You see, I was born on a Garistmas mornin’ ~ = it was in 1840; 

I was a full grown man when I finally got my freedom, 

"Bef ore I got ity though, I helped a Lot of others get theirs, 
— wat kcnwe how -_— might have been as : umoh as two-three hundred, 
It was ‘way more than a hundred; I lmow, 

But that all came after I was a young man - = ‘ero! enough 
to know a pretty girl hen I saw one, and to go chasing after her, 
too. . was born on a Aaa ete that b'longed to Mr. Jack Tabb in 
Mason egal just across the river in Kentucky, a 

Mr, Tabb was a ey good man. He used te beat us, sures 

but not, nearly so much as others aia, some of his om kin people, 


even, But he was kinda funny ‘sometimes; he used to have a spectal 


- Slave who aian't have nothin’ te do but teach the rest of us oe = 


| 
1 
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; we had about ten on the plantation, and a lot on the other plantations 
near us ~ - how to read and write and figger. ir, fabb liked us to 
know how to figgen. But sometimes woen he would send for us and we 
would be a long time comin’, he would ask us where we had been, If 
we told him we had ‘baie learnin! to read, he ate near beat the day- 
| lights out of us = = after gettin' somebody to teach us; I think Me 
aid some of that so that the other owners wouldn't say he was spoilin! 
his slaves. 

_ “le was funny about us marryin'’, too. He would let us go a= 
courtin’ on the other plantations near any tine we liked, if we were 
good, and if we found somebody we wanted to marry, and she was on a 
plantation that v"longed to one of his kin folks or a friend, he 


| zs would swap a Slave so‘that the husband and wife could be together, 


Sometimes, when he couldn't do this, he would let a slave work all | 
day on his plantation, and live with hig wife at night on her plante- 


tion. Some of the other owners was always talking about his spoilin' 


as. 


Ye wasn't a Dimmacrat Like the rest of tem in the county; 
he belonged to the Yknow-nothin! party' and he was a real leader in 
it. He used to always ‘ye makint speeches, and sometimes his best 
friends are be epeaking to him for days at a time, 

= "ile, Tabb was always specially good to me. He used to tet 
me go all about - - I guess he had to; couldn't get too mech wrk 
out of me pom when he kept me right under his eyes. I learned 
‘fast, too, and I think he kinda liked that, He used to call Sandy 
Davis, the slave who taught me, "the smartest Nigger in Kentucky,! 


"It was ‘cause he used to let me go around in the day and 








\ ; 2 

| age 3 

and night 90 much that I came to be the one who carried the runnin! 

away slaves over the river, It was funny the way I started it, too, 
WI didn't have no idea of ever Bettin' mixed up in any sort 

of business like that until one special nicht. T hadn't even thought 

| Of rowing across the Iga! mysel?, | 

| "But one sient I had gone on another plantation eeuthin, ' and 
the old woman whose house I went to'told me she had a real pretty girl 
‘ere who wanted to go across the river and would I take her? ; was 
scared and backed out in ahurry. Bat then I saw the girl, and she was 
such a pretty little thing, brown-skinned and kinda rosy, and locking : 
as scared as I was feelin’, so it wasn't long before I was listenin! to 
| the old woman tell me hen to tobe her and where to leave her on the 
| “other side, : | i 

ME didn't have nerve enough to do it thot might, though, ond 
I told them to wait for me until tomorrow night. All the next day I 
kept seeing Mister Tabb laying a rawhide across my back, or shootin’ 
me, and kept seeing that seared Little brown girl back at the house, 
looking at me with her big eyes and asking me if I wouldn't rae row 
her aeross to Ripley. Me and Mr. Tabb lest, and soon as dust settled 
that night, I was at the old lady's house, 

BE don't imow ae I ever rowed the boat-across the river the 
current was. strong and I was trembling, I couldn't see a thing there 
in the dark, but I felt that glvate eyes, We dian't dare to whisper, 
80 I couldn't tell her how sure I was that Mr. Tabb or some of the 
other wire would ‘tear me up! when they found out what I had done, 

. fens knew they would Minh. | 


"I was worried, too, about where to put her out of the boat. 
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Page 4 
I couldn't ride her across the river all night, and I didn't know a 
thing about the other side, I had heard a 16¢ about it from other 
‘slaves but I thought Lt was just about like Mason County, with slaves 
and masters, overseers and ranhides; wid Gk, i dart Kaew eat 
valle ‘the boat up and wat to ~s peer where to take her I would 
got a beating or get killed, 
"I don't know whether it seemed like a long time or a short time, 
now = it's so long ago; I kmow it was a long time rowing there in the 
old and worryin’, But it was short, too, ‘cause as soon as I did get 
on the other side the biy-eyed, browneskin girl would be gone, “ell, 
‘t) pretty soon I saw a tall light and I Peineboved what the old lady had 
told me about looking for thatlight and rowing to it. I did; and when 
I got up to it, two men reached down and grabbed her; I started tremblin! 
~ | gl over again, and prayin', Then, one of the men took my arm and I : 
just felt down inside of me that the Lord haa got ready for me, "You 
hunery, Boy?! is what he asked me, and if he hadn't been holdin’ me I 
“think I-would have fell backward into the river, 

“Bhat was my first trip; it took - a long time to get over my 
seared feelin', tt I finally did, and I soon found myself goin' back 
across the river, with two and three people, and sometimes a whole | 

St doatload. I got so I av to make three and four trips a month, 

That aaa my passengers Look Like? I can't tell you any mre | 

about at “than you can, and you. wasn't there, After that first girl - - 
; no, I never did see her again - - I never saw my passengers. It would 
have to be the "black nights’ of the moon when I would garry them, and 





_ I would meet ‘em out in the open or in a house without a single light. 
The only wey I knew who they were was to ask themg "What you say?" and . 
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_ ~Page & | 
they would anewer, "Menare," I dontt know what that ford neant—-it came 


from the Bible. I only know that that was the password i maed, and all of 


them that ’ took over told it to me before I took them, 

“y guess you wonder what I did with them after I got them over 
the river, Well, there in Ripley was a man named Mr. Rankins; I think 
the rest of his ame was John. He had a regular station there on his 


place for escapizig slaves, You see, Ohio was a free state and once 


- they got over the river from Kentucky or Virginia, Mr. Renkins could 


strat then all around town, and nobody would bother ‘en, The only 


reason we used to land fem quietly at night was so that whoever brought 


tem could go back for more, and because we had to be careful that none 


of the owners had followed us, Every once in a while they would follow 


a boat and eateh their slaves back, Sometimes they would shoot at 
weaver Was trying to save the poor devils, 
Mr, Rankings had a regular ‘station’ for the slaves. He had 
a big ld ghthouse in kis yard, sect thirty feet high and he kept it 


warntn' all night, It always meant freedom for a Slave if he could 


: misery asa ‘slave that haa escaped end o- caught. 


get to this light. 


: "Sometimes Mr. Rankins would have twenty or thirty slaves 


that had run away on his place at the time, It must have may him a 


whole lots te keep then por feed ‘em, but I think some of his friends 
helped him, 

"Tho se who wanted to stay around that part of Ohio could stay, 
but didn't many of tem do it, becemse there was too m&eh danger phat 
you would be walking along free one night, feel a hand over your 
noute, and be back across the river and in slavery again in the 


morning. And nobody in the world ever got a chance to know as mach 
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'%8o a whole lot of ‘em went on North to other parts of Ohie, or 
to New York, Chicago or Canada; Casads was popular then because all of 
‘the slaves thought it was the last gate before you got all the way | 
inside of heaven, I don't think there was much chance for a slave 
‘to make a living in Canada, but didn't many of ‘en come back. ‘They seem 
like they rather starve up there in the cold than to be back in slavery. 

hee . "The Arey goon started taking a Lot of tem, too, They could 

| enlist in the Union Army and get good wages, more food than they ever 
had, end have all the little gals warin! at ‘em when they panes Them 
: blue uniforms Was a nice change, too, 

No, I ~never got anything from a single one of the people I 
carried’ over the river to freedom, I didn't want anything; after I had 
nade a few trips I got to like it, and even though I could have been 
free any night myself, I figgered I wasn't gettin’ along so bad so I 
would stay on Mr. Tabbts place and help the others get free, I aia it 
hl four years. : i 

" don't aig to this day how As never knew what I was doing; 

i used to take some awful chances, and he knew I mast have ‘ibe up to 
" somethings I wouldn't do mech work in the day, wowld never be in my 
house at night, and when he would happen to visit the plantation 
where I had said I was goin! I wouldn't be there. Sometimes I think 
| he did now and wanted me to get the slaves away that way so he wouldn't 
have ag cause hard feelins' by freein' *en, | es 

- “I think Mr. Tabb used to talk a lot to ur. John Tee; lir. Fee 

was a man who lived in Kentucky, but Lord! how that man hated slavery! 
He used to always tell us (we never let ~~ owners see us listenin! to 
him, though) that God didn't intend for some men to be free and some 


(Men be in slavery, He used to talk to the omers, too, when they would 
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listen to hin, but mostly they anes the sight of John Fee, 
"In the ‘night, though, - was @ different man, for every slave 
who came through his place going across the river he had a good word, 
‘ something to eat and some kind of fags, too, if it was cold, He ale 
ways imew jast what to tell you to do if anything went wrong, and some= 
tines I think he kept slaves there on his place ‘till they could be 
rowed across the river, Welped us a Lot. . 
ay almost ran the business in the gound after I had been carrying 
the slaves across for nearly four years. It was in 1865, and one night 
I earried across about twelve on the same night. demebody mst have 
geen us, because they set out ites me as soon as I stepped out of the — 
‘oat back on the Kentucky side; from that time on they were after me, 
| Souetines they wrahi almost catch me; I had to run away from Mr. Tabb's 
plantation and live in the fields and in the woods, I didn't know what 
a bed ras ‘tron one week to another, I would sleep in a cornfield toe 
night, Up in the branches of a tree tomorrow night, ann warieg ina 
; haypile the next night; the River, where I had earried so many across 
myself, was no good te me; it was watched too close, 
"Finally, I saw that I could never do. any more good in Mason 
Sounhy's so I decided to aid my Sveadon, too, I had a wife by sail 
tine, and one nicht we quietly slipped across and headed for lir. 
Rarkin' s bell and Light, It looked like we had to go almost to China 
to get across that river; eG ‘gould hear the bell and see = light on 
Mr. Rankints tems. but the harder I rowed, the farther away it got, 
and I kmew if I didn't make 4¢ I'd get killed, But finally I pulled 
up by the lighthouse, and went on to my freedom - - just a few months 
before all of the slaves got their's, I didn't stay in Ripley, though; 


«EB wagn't teleing no chances, I went on to Detroit and still live there 
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with most of my 10 children and 31 grandchildren, 
Mine: Bigger ones don't care so mmch chant hearin! 4t now, 
™ the little ones never get tired of hearin! how their grandpa 
— Emancipation to loads of slaves he could touch and eet 


but never could see," 


- - = _ 





GRANDIN, PUTNAM COUNTY 
SLAVE INTERVIEW 
M.D. RICHARDSON 

Interesting tales of the changes that came to the section 
of Florida that is iieleved cat the Putnam=Clay County lines are 
told by Neil Voker, old former slave who lives two miles ‘south of 
Mac Rae; on the road to Grandin. 4} 


half=-Negro 
Coker Pil dh hid id the son of a slave mother and a xintke father. 


His father, he states, was Senator John Wall, who held a seat in 
{ 
the Senate for sixteen yearse He was born in Virginia, and received 


his family nome from an old family bearing the same name in that 


state. He was born, as nearly as he can renimber, about 1857. / 


One of Coker's first reminiscences is of the road on 
“whieh he “sb&il lives. Buring his childhood it was nom as the 
‘Bellamy Road*, so called because it was built, some 132 years 
ago, by a man of that name who hailed from West Florida. 

The *Bellamy Road! was at one time the main route of traf= 
fic between Tallahassee and St- ‘ugustine. (Interestingly enough, 
the road is at least 30 miles southwast of Pb- Augustine where it 
passes through Grandi; the.reason for cutting it in such a wide | 
circle, eee says, was because of the fovectey of the Seminoles 


in the swamps north and west of »t° Augustine). 


Wagons, carriages and stages passed along this road in 
the days before the War Between the States, Coker says. In addition 
ta these he claims to have seen many travellers by foot, and not 


\ 


infrequently furtive escaped slaves, the latter usually under cover 
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SLAVE INTERVIEW 
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Ce 
{ 


‘of an appropriate background of aeeicies ss 2» 
The road again came into condiderable use during the late 
days of the Ware It was during these days that the Federal troops, 
both whites and Negroes, passed in seemingly endless procession on 
their way to or from encounterss On one occasion the former slave 
recounts having seen a procession of soldiers that beck nearly tvio 
days to pass; they travelled on horse and afoot. | 
| | Several amusing incidents are related by the ex-slave of 
‘the events of this period. Dozens of the Negro soldiers, he says, 
- discarded their uniforms for the gaudier clothing that had belonged 
to cnet masters ia former days, and could be identified as soldiers 
as they passed only with difficulty. Others would pause on their 
op at some piemtecden! ascertain the name of the 'meanest! over= 
foe on the place, then tie him backward on a horse and force him 
to accompany them. Particularly retributive yid¢ were the panishments 
_ visited upon Messrs. Mays and Prevatt --- generally recognized as | 


the most vicious slave drivers of tHe sectione 59 cael IEE 


Bellamy, Coker says, built the road with slave labor and 
as an investment, Ponliging much money on tolls on it for many vem 
A remarkable feature of the road is that deapite au: age and the 
fact baat County authorities have permitted its former good grading 
to deteriorate to an almost-impassable sand at some seasons, there is 


no mistaking the fact thet this was once a major thoroughfare. j 


F 





: 


Ce ee ae 





GRANDIN 
SLAVE INTERVIEW 
M.D.RICHARDSON 
3 

The region that stretches from Green Cove Springs in the 
Northeast to Grandin in the Southwest, the former slave claims, was 
once dotted with lakes, creeks, and even a river; few of the lakes 
and none of the other bodies still exist, however. A: 

Among the more notable of the bodies of water was a stream=--~ 
Ke does not now remember its name ---- that ran for about 20 miles 
in an Easterly direction from Starke. This stream was one of the 
fastest that the former slave Ged onenben having seen in Florida; 
its power was utilized for the turning of a power mill which he 
Believes ground corn or other grain. The falls in the river that 
turned the water mill, he states, was at least five or six feet high, 
and at one point under the Falls a man named (or possibly nicknamed) 
Pyankce! operated e capailie | Colcer policyes! that thie mill, too, 
«derived is power from the little stream. He says that the stream 

has been extinct since he reached manhood. It ended in ‘Scrub 
Fond'!, beyond Grandin and Starke. 
: ‘Some of the names of the old lakes of the section were 
these: "Brooklyn Lake? 5 We cnolia Lake); Soldier Fond (near Keystone); 
Half-Moon Pond, near Putnam Hall; Hick's Lake, and otherse On one of 
them was the large grist mill of "Dr, Mecray' > Coker suggests that 
this might be the origin of the town of iMfeRae of the present per= 
iod.— : 

To add to its natural water facilities, Coker points out, 


Bradford County also had a canal. This canal ran from the interior 


of the county to the 5t* Yohn's River near Green Cove Springs, and 
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with Mandarin on the other side of the river still a major shipping 
point, the canal handled much of the commerce of Bradford and Clay 
counties. | Ge a 

Coker recalls vividly the Indians of the area in the days 
before 1870. These he claims to have been friendly, but reserved, 
fellows; he does not recall any of the Indian veuent, 

“Negro slaves from ane Senin core Ste eee and 
what is now Hastings used to escape and use delay Road on their 


way to the area abou’ Micanopy. It was considered equivalent to 


freedom to reach that section, with its friendly Indians and im- 


f 


penetrable forests and swamps. Kos 
The little town of Melrose probably had the most unusual 
name of pk all the strange ones prevalent at the time. It was 


called, very simply, 'Shake-Rag!. Coker makes no effort to explain 
pr ag ; 


e 


‘the appelation. 


finan 





GRANDIN 
SLAVE INTERVIEW 
M.D. RICHARDSON 


REFERENCES 


Interview with subject, Neil Coker, Grandin, Putnam Co., 


April, 1937. Interview by Field Workers, Federal Writers Project. 


shih 


ae Me it 
hi 











Fepanay TermAs* Proseee. | i. 
| nortan (wide, (Negro ‘giters' Unit) 
yeas © Ploriaa 
‘he ete Ge ae Shae Intervie 


Jaccoo rville 





| “Young ltnaton Davis etates that he wo tosn in Ogoris, Alabama 
ome a, 1086 on the plantation of Gharles Davis whe owned about coven 
‘wmirod aleve ant ma considered wry woal thy. Rapinoss «hi oo-okdaeon 
(ion for ita slaves, malo thon love him, 
Y “Raverend Davis me sathor young during hie yoara An slavery but 
Gl te ek es gemething about the days of slavery, ropliods 
ME renecher many things about cLavary, wat tnow thay vi) not gone tome 
ow; ongmay, 2°11 toll chat I con think of. 
: ve Bo tele of the nce of iron rota, Ptvertaoee with rods sol to bold 
the pots above the cige for cooking peas, rice, vegetables, . moate, ote. 
| tho honesmade eo%fee fro. meal, epring and well wter, tanning cowhide for 
Anunansephatng of eek fre Gite sak Ye ‘earing ome 








tore wos no difference," ho states, “in the treatment of men and | 


‘wonen for vost my parents vortind vory hard nd women Gta soo Jobo that 
we would thick them erasy for teying now wy my mother helped tatld a 
‘Pallvedd before che wos married to uy father, uy gother's firot Imeband 
was ecld amar fron har, stmcice, oon0 of tho masters atan't-care hoy they 
treated Imsbenie,uives, paronte and childrens any of thon nicht to ooparan 
: tod roa the othor+ “A @pod price for a tnigoor* was $1500 on down and af 
oy ome wi cat ma not saan (he, te te Oh vente wtkiren, 
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“they haf vhat ws called Lega) aonuy = 1 Cid haw ooo of Ab 
“Dab ses At waa bamod vhion 3 Lost wy hows by fhe 9 for yours om. 


Moe, uy noster hod three Boys and two giskss hie ulte, Misabeth, 


was about Liteo the ondinary niowmay Master Davis was } god, me positives 
he aicart allow other shites to Bother his alaves, 
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mma the war cm, hie two boys sont firct, finely, Master Davis 
wots he ont one eon never retarned, 


- Maho Tasthooa i204 coms, ote., ac they wont along bat a44 aot 
| astesy ong seenarty tround shore I wat, 


“me hod proschers and deetors, bat mo schools; the wiite preachers 
told ws to obey and wold rend the Bible (which we could not rindovatond) 


‘ead tell ws not to ateat eces. liost of the doctors used herbs fron the 


woods and Sent Joneon4 “Uncle Bob" wore Imown for using "gong0n%a Snates 
- Roots "Devilta choowetrits® for stoxach troubles and "Loweyad, Nyrtio® Sor 
‘govars that's good now, chile, if you ean oot it, 
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| More are many things 7 suber Just uke 1b ws yoosaedy ~ 
nor I punishaont ms with atess = some of the vlawes suffered 

r ‘on the plantationss Af the mister was voor and had few oi.s708 
one the core wealthy o cove claves he ht, tho better he ws. 
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"yan eattod bose mn?) Wy the taser onl wemaly cope fea tho Loe 
“OF poorer elasece of chitosy he didn't Ike tnienoret wmoliy, ond toot 
gathority to do as ho pleased mith than at tines, Gore plantations pree 
ferred ond Al hove ‘niegor ridora'. that wore neat to the ovérsoor oF 
foronan, but they vere lilked better then the forenen ant in many tm 
atoness vere treated like forease but tho Ise wuld not tot tho: de 
Gallod foranen.* Gone of the masters atood dose the Inlewwr riderst 
"and oremae. oni cone en08, the tniggeet wae sealy boss, | 
: the rinisiments, os { 9aid wore omel = some motors sold hang 
the stoves up Ww Doth timcbe oo thet thelr toes fast touched tho too, 
venom ond mom, alike, Mony slaves van away, others wore foreod by thelr 
“troatinant to do all kinds of moan things. Somd Glavoe would é&¢ ‘doa> 
holes along the poute cf the SPaisollors® oma their herssa oak $a22 an 
‘goaetiiice baedkting the lag of tho hone, am or Leg of thd idan Coe 
gave tools alvantass of the protection their enstors would sive them vith 
tho overooer oF othor =antaticn oumeza, mould do thelr devitment ona fig" 
te thatr masters tho 14 not allow a ncn fyon onother stantction to Dother | 
hig olavon, J have Iniown progant senen to go ton millon te hety @ gone 
| deviant, ly nother was a vary otrong wane (xis I told you cho helped 
tmild s wilvond), and felt that sho could ahi ony omtinory man, gould 
pot cot a pasgrart unless she felt lilne tp once chon coucht on sacihar ve : 
plantation sithout a passport, cho hed o12 of ap with hoz, mote ot! of the 3 
| GAlaren run, Bab wooldatt wan horsole  sonshow sho woot upotwe=, ome of 
| the canta hereaila legs was byvinen ond sho told Mua Moose ont got m8" tas | 
cho Imow the mater sileved no one to ence on his plas to rfimich his claves, 
My Gotha man a Madeentth cnt we the chine weed for vtsdts;, | 
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"fat on thot Yack aid wece enatnad doom to the boast mate for thot pam 
pene: thay wore Left there Zor hours, souetines throveh rain ond ooldg 
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| Miho Tinee Reese boflly ised thong doe Neco oven ware fo:c0d 
“fete assodhabiony sone wore Deaton aluost to decth because they yoluced, 
The Tecra won dave not bother oF even, spose to sce of thoy a en, 

in one instange am omer of « plaiiction threatened a Togro 
ee es ew meet eatne tate omer 
in turned threatened Ma ani probably did Ait tho wonany strjicht to 
Me suoter Gils erethecrt went cot chon he finished his oteny, nie 
mater damodlately took hie ten and ‘dzove to the ether rlantation « 
Grove 60 fash Wah 200 of bis horse's Givzped ealy shen the omer axe 
cat he levelled hip doutle-barvel shotgam at him aud shot him deal, 10, 
img acme masters Aid not allow you to bother thoty slaves, 

A powder exge vas thet of CLA Jim vho Lived on another plam 
: tation wae Left to Rook out for the Sires und do other chores around the 
henge chile tanrater* was of pF. A bed sume spiead, and de you knoe 
those moan devila, ovorssers of nocthy eLantations eam cut ant got ber 
dig 0 door hole, and deortte her crios, varied har wp to her nook: « 
nothing woe Lett oat but her hecd ont hot, 
[AG to rn nln, 0 oust es ges Gate on. | 
: ch, there's a lots more J imow but eant Jas’ eat 1¢ togothor. 
Wy mothos's none we CanvLine ant ay father Pateldey el toske the mano 
of Davia Peon our master, Thre wore thisteen ikdren = Tan the only 
one ante, 
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| 8 ctype ent wes a cane for witht eineyes thia conttties he velieves 
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“Mle ts a pre cher oni has postewed in Aksbem, Teme ond Thortda, i 
aoe even ysre of alning 42 0:40 oxoshe at tbr ssstar 
“a _ Me has Lived tn Joceeourtite atnee 1818 essing here fron "=7eeam 
| . "Ro we meeried for We feet end only tine dnving hie 0 years 
ef Life to lire, Idaste ®. Brow, lovenbor 19, 1950, thare are no chile 
deen, He clves no reason for remaining sincte, wat his weagon for magrye 
_ tag eas #0 @e 008 oly the vetwitegs cn seo tow tt foeke to be ccited 
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© Sm apils twee ee tote water to a9 old people on & 
“floes oni tend de com ox? feed do shoes. ae i soit! say #ight 'suculy 
: how thinge wus Goring skovery Yeuise tts been 2 Leng time age, but we Saad 
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ae 9A heap 0° do shoves wuld run cway amt hide in de woods to koa 
a fece voting 20 hard bat the white folks to ke then fos mucin: omy 

: so thet they aoakd vob Rate You goad gat 2 , Chain avound the noe whieh 
woald hang dows the ‘back ond be Pastemed on $o anothor Ygouni the “otat ond 
© qatar Mevumt the feat oo thay cold not am @$22) they And $o eer and 
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man 2 ue woke Gio they had wooden bemes to pat tem de and 
bOlon and Just pub then in, A slave cight 22 to a sister or brothsetg 


my mepadLention ie voyy dad and eo omch is tozestter, vat 7 have 
“ lon shoves: cold in droves Like coma they eallod Yen tmuerimes,? ana 
shite son wus drivin’ ton ‘ike hoga ond cows for sale. Yothsre ont 


| fathore rere acka ans rated fron their ah it tag they me sold to shite 


; peosle in arefunt states, f tell you hile, S$ vas chtitel, tat 94 aia 
| bob Leb At Inst legs, T hove heard slaves mrsing ant nicht prey for 
ie Co. iveranee. fone of ten sould otand tie in de fields or bend over cotton 
Ae 284 comm and pray oub Low for Cod. to help ‘en and in tine you see, le did, 
“hey hat what you all “pattyrollers® viv woul cate you from 
C an and a goa at! end send you Bacts to your moter, If a master had 
tomes he Jee" coald not rule (sono of Yom wae hare and Joo" woul not mind 

a » he woul ; ost hie 1¢ he vante? to go to another pLontation ond ie 
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| beep al) do chiliun while their nother worked in de ficlds, 
Je | Mon doy te © besp cove I ord tell maybe bat 1 dont think of 
: m more now," 
ite, Cantling came to Plerida to outa Plantation near Lake 

Paris ond stayed two yours, then vont to Everett's Plantation and stayed 
one your, From there he ment to a placed called flich T113 ond stayed 

‘two oF three yoare, He left there and wont to Jasper, farmed and stayed 
a moved his ferti. to Jaaksouville, Hore he worked on pubise 
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Slave Interview 
By Rachel Austin 


' Clayborn Gantling was born in Dawson, Booreia Terrell County, January 
- 20, 1848 on the plantation of Judge Williams. . 

Judge Williams owned 102 heads of Bleves end was known to be "tolable 
nice to 'em in some ways and pretty rough on 'em in other ways,"says Mr. Gentling. 
“He wouldn't gi’. us no coffee, 'cept on Sunday Mornings when we would have shorts , 
or seconds of wheat, which is de leavins' of flour at mills, yul know, but we 
had plenty bacon, corn bread, taters and peas. 

"as a child I uster have to bets water to de old people on de farm and 
tend de pee an! feed de sheep.~ Now, I can say right gactly a things wuz 
during slavery ‘cause its been 2 long time ago but oe had cotton and corn fields 
pad deleesee’ sicwed hare picked cotton, grabbled penders, gathered peas and 
done all the other hard work to be done on de plantations. I wuz not big enough 


to do all of dem things but I seed plent of it done. 
"Dey made lye soap on de farms and used indigo from wood for dye. We 
niggers slept on hay piled on top of ae but He) white folks had better beds. 
8 Dh dent ‘member my grand parents but my ma was called Harriet Williams 
and my pa was bainied Henry Wilts ens: dey waz called Williams after my master. 
My ma and pa worked very hard and got some beatings but I dont know what for. 
Dey wuz all kinds of money, five and ten dollar bills, and so on then, but I 
didn't ever see them with any | 
"When war came along and Sherman came through the old people wuz very 
skeered on account of the uhite onners but there. was no fighting Elleae to me, 
My dee cubieens Ree and Fletcher joined the = and lots of de other masters 
went; de servants ue sent along to wait on de young white men. Guess you'd 
like #6 know if any were killed, 'I should smile' two I know were killed. 


"During those days for medicine, the old people used such things as — 


butterfly root and butterfly tea, sage tea, red oak bark, hippecat -something 
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that grow - was used for fevers and bathing children. They wuz white doctors and 
plenty of colored aie | 

"When de Yankees came they acted aiftunt apd aaa ee Peete to 
servants than our masters hed been; we colored folks done the best we could but 
that, was not so good right after freedom. Still it growed on and growed on gete 
ting better. | | 

"Before freedom we always went to white churches on Sundays with passes \ 
but they never ment toned God; they always told us to "be good niggers and mind 
our missus and masters." ; 

“Judge Williams had ten oo teelive heads of children but I cant ‘member 
‘the names of then now; his wife was called Mis? 'Manda and she was jes! "bout 
Mak Wares GHG de (1 bad thout ciciteen heads of boysiand:five‘eicis myself; 
dere wasiso many; I cant 'member @11 of dem." 

) Mr. Gantling was asked to meine some incidents that he could remember 
ef the lives of slaves, and he continued: 

"Well, the horn would blow ee morning for you to git up and go richt 
to work; when the aus nist 4 you were not in the field working, you waid be 
whipped with whips and leather strops. I ‘member Aunt Betsy was beat until she 
could haridy get along, but I cant ‘member what for but do you know she had to > 
work “gaa Aan she got better. My ma had to work pretty hard but my oldest 
sister Judy , was too aeene to work wich 

| "A heap o! de slaves would run away and hide in an woods to keep from 
working so hard but the white folks to keen them from running away so that they 
could not ketch 'em would put a chain around the neck which would hang down the 
back and be fastened on to another ‘round i he greiett end eneiier 'round the feet 
so they could not run, still they had to nork and sleep in 'em too; sometimes 
they would wear these chains fon three or four monthal 


"When a slave would die they had wooden boxes to put 'em in and dug holes 


and just put them in. A slave might go to a sister or brother's funeral. 
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"My recollection is very bad and so much is forgotten, but I have seen 


slaves sold in droves like cows; they called ‘em 'ruffigees,' and white men wuz 
drivin’ 'em like hogs and cows for sale. Mothers and fathers were sold and parted 


from their chillun; they wuz sold to white people in diffunt states. I tell you 
Pyke?) 


SerD e) ° 


chile, it was pitiful, but God did not let is last always. I have heard slaves 
morning and night pray for Sel igerance. Some of fem would stand up in de fields 
or bend over cotton ra ceea and pray out loud for God to help ‘em and in time 
you see, He did. 

"They had whut you call "pattyrollers" who would catch you from home and 
‘wear you out? and send you back to your master. If a master had aslave he 
jes' could not rule (some of 'em wuz hard and jes' would not mind de boss), he 
would ask him if he Eiaad te go to another plantation and if he said he did, 
then, he would give him ae pass and that pass would read:"Give this nigger hell." 
Of course when the fete colder! or other plantation boss would read the pass 
he would beat him nearly to death and send him back. Of course the nigger 
could not read and did not know what the pass said. You see, dey di soe ‘low 
i Wont ecer to have a book or piece of paper of any kind and you know dey wuz not 
go teach any of 'em to read. 7 

"De women had ee hard too; women with little babies woud have to go to 
‘work in de mornings with the rest, come back, nurse their chillun and co paeke 
to the field, stay two or three hours then go back and eat dinner; after dinner 
dey would have to go to the field and stay two or three more hours then go and 
nurse the chillun again, go back to the field and stay till night. ‘One or maybe 
two old women would stay in a big house and keep all de chillun while their 
mothers worked in de fields. . 

"Now dey is a hees more I could tell maybe but I dont think of no more 
now." | | 


Mr. Gantling came to Florida to Jennings Plantation near Lake Park and 


stayed two years, then went to Everett's Plantation and stayed one year. From 
USM ce ; 2 2 : 
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there he went to a place called High Hill and stayed two or three years. He left 
‘there and went to Jasper, farmed and stayed until he moved his family to Jacksonville. 
‘Here he worked on public mores ustul he started raising hogs and chickens which he 
son ea op to about fourteen years ago. Now he is too old to do anything but 
just "sit pound tela talk and eat." Te ! ) 
He lives with his daughter oe Minnie Holly and her husband, Mr. Den 
Holly on Lee Street. i 

Mr. Gantling cannot read or write, but is very entertaining. 

He has been gemma Or the African Methodist Episcopal Church for more 
than fifty Flake: : | ‘ 

He has a very good appetite and although has lost his teeth, ne has never 
worn 2 plate or had any dental bane done. He is never sick and hes had but little 
medical attention during his lifetime. His form is bent and he walks with a cane, 
although his going is beeeined to nis home, it is from choice as he seldom wears 
Shoes on account of bad feet. His eyesight is very good end his hobby is sewing. 


He threads his own needles without assistance of glasses as he has never worn 


them. 
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Mr. Gantling willpass his &9th birthday on the 20th day of this month. 
eer Very small and short in size, very active for his age and of a very 


genial dispositim, is Mr. Gantling. (1) 
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1. Interview with Mr. Clayborn Gantling, 1950 Lee Street, Jacksonville, 


Florida. 
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- balcony of the church in Dove city, while the whites occupied the 
main floor. The slaves were forbidden to sing, talk, or make any 


other sound, however, under penal ty of severe beatings. 


} ae ef the slaves who ‘felt the sperrit' during a service 

must keep silence unti2 after the service, — bhey could "tell it 
to the deacon’, a colored man whe would Listen to the confessions 
or professions ef religion of the slaves until late into the night. 
‘The Negro deacon would relay his converts to the white minister of 
the church, whe woul d meet them in the vestry room at some speci= 
the sims | : 


, ingen of the sieations that would be asked at there meetings 
in the vestry room would: be; 
yy "What did you come up sere Fox?" 
) "Because i got religion". 
"Hew do you know you got religion?® 
"Because 1 know my sins are forgive". 
How de you know your sins are forgiven?" 
"Because I Love Jesus ana I love everybody", 
"Do you want to be baptized?® 
Tes air,” 
"Why de vee want to be baptized? 


"Cause ‘“ will make me Like Jesus wants me to be". 
When several persons were *ready', there would be a baptian 
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in a nearby creek or ‘piver. After this, slaves would be permitted 
to held eesasienad, gervives of their own in the log house that was 
somozimes used as & school. . | : 
‘Mire, Seo tt remembers vividly the joy that she felt and other . 
‘slaves expressed when first news of their emancipation was brought 
to them. Both ehe and her mistress were fearful, she says; her 
mistress because she did not know what she would de without her 
slaves, and anne beecase she thought tne Union soldiers would harm 
| ‘Urs. Dave. When the chief officer of the soldiers came te the 
heme of her mistress, che says, he demanded entrance in a gruff 
veice. Then he sow a ring upon "re. Dove's finger and asked: oo | 
Where did you get this?® When told that the ring berengea’ to her | a 
husband, whe was dead, ‘on officer turned to his soldiers and told 
them that they should ‘get back; she's alright!" 
Provisions intended for the Confederate armies were broken 
open by the Unien soldiers and their followers, and Anna's winther. . 
| te protest her master, e@rganiged groups of slaves to "tote the meat 
from the box cars and hide it in dugouts under the wa steve’ minnie" 
This meat was later divided between Negroes and whitese 
A Provost Judge followed the advance of the army, and he 
obtained a list of all of the sl aves held by éach master. lire, 
Deve gave her list to the official, whe called each slave by name 
and asked what that slave had done on the pl antation. He asked, 
alse, whether any payment had been made to them sinee the Amanei< De 





aier Proclamation had bean signed, and when answered in the neg 





as. on pent 
J ACK SONVILLE FEC 
ative tela us that "teu are free now and must be paid for all 
of the work you have done since the Proclamation was signed and 
that you will do in the future. Don't you work for anybody without 
The Provest Judge ie | tora the al aves that they might leave 
ag they Liked, and Agna was among those whe left. She went to visit 
the husband of her mo ther in Charleston. With her mother and five 
other chil dren, Anna eressed rivers on log rafts and rede on. trains 
to ate Laem 3 
“mies Mumford was Anna's step-father in ‘Charleston, and alter 
spending a year there with him the entire family joined a cvlonte' 
sing expedition to West Arica. There were 650 in the expedition, 
and it left in 1667. Transportation was free. 
fhe trip took several weeks, but finally the small ship lan- 
ded at Sresd Bassa. Mumford did not like the place, however, and 
continued on to Monrovia, Liberia, He did not like Monrovia, 
either, and tried several other works before being told that ne 
would have to get off, anyways This was at Harper Cape, We Africa, 
Here he akmo st immediately began an industry. that was to 
, prove lucrative. oysters were ‘Large as saucers’, Aee TEENS to 
Anna, and while the family gathered these he would burn them and 
extract dime from them. This he mixed with the native clay and 
made brick. In addition to his brick-making Mumford cut trees for 
lumber, and with his own brick and lumber woul d construct houses 


and structures, One such structure brought him $1100.00, 
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Ane ther manner in which Mumford added to his growing weal th 
was through the cashing of checks for the Missionaries of the BECe 
tion, Ordinarily they would have to send these back to the Unie 
° ted States to ‘be Gashed, and when he offered to cash them -- at : 
a discount -- they eagerly utilized the eppertunity te save time; 


this was « convenience for them and more wealth for Mumford. 


-Anna found other things besides happiness in her eight years 
‘in Africae There were death, - sickness, and pestilences, She mene 
tions among the latter the African ants, some of which reached 
huge proportions. Most dreaded were the Mission ants, which ine 
fested every house, building and structure. Sometimes buildings 
had to be horned ‘to get rid of them, The bite of these ants was 
80 sericus that after sixty years Anna still exhibits places on 
her feet where the ants left their indelible traces, Avother of 
| the ant pests was the Driver ant, so large, powerful and stubborn 
that even bodies of water did not atep them, They would join theme 
selves together above the surface of the water and serve as bride 
gesifor the passage of the other ants. The Driver ants moved in 
swarms and their approach could ve anen at great distances. when 
they were seen to be coming toward a settlement the natives would 
GLO se their doors and windows and build fires around their homes 
te avoid them. These fires had to be kept burning for weeks. 
Hight and more pareene died a day from the African fever duq 
ring the early colenization attempts; three ef those in Anna's — 
family alone were victims of it. It was generally believed that 


po 
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if a vice of the fever became wet by dew he was sure to dies 


After oignt years Mumford and the remainder of his family 
returned to America, where the accrued checks he possessed for cash» 
ing made him reasonably wealthy. Anna married Rebert Scott and 


moved to Jacksonville, where she has lived since. 


At ninety-one she still occupies the little farm on the oute 
skirts ue Jacksonville that was purchased with the money left to 
her out of her mother's inheritance (from the African transactions 
of Mumford.) and Rebert's poste slavery savings, and in front ef her 
picturesque little cottage spins yarns for the neighbors of her 


early experiences. 


eet | 
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aaa og! ad sc wus ries, cutton, eo'n tatters : flelan te be 
‘ tended. to and ‘eovhides to be tanned, thrond to be spinned, and’ 
thread ms nade inte ropers for plow Lines.® : 

oo “© Ole Maras Carr fod ua, but he did not: gare whet ant 
rar, san 20 you made Gat poney and when yot made five and aim . 


bales ot cotton, nadds Yot ny don*® muthin'.* 


. - “Thon de he gun finhed on & Sathidy no end Gabe and. 
Minnie Howard wuz settin® up ce'n fur de plowera te eome * long e 
and yas dirt to Yom. Carr read do free papexa $o ua on Sunday and 
i de oon and eotten had te be tended toe he tole ua he wus goin! to 
est ue de net procoada( here she ghuskies), whet turned out to be 
” de eo'n and eoston etalk, Den he asked dom whut would stay wid him 
to atop off on de Fight and-den dat wus leavin’ to atop off on do 
left," , ! ; | 
| * By pa made soap frum aahes when Sleaning herr ground- he 
took © hopper to put de aahas in, made a iittie nto aide de >oune 
put do Ashes An and po'red water on 4% to arip; at night after gite . 
tint off frum work he'd put in oe eroaae and niake de cop . rade 3% 
Honest ing and I make it NOW,» wyantts® : Sle ae 
| a Hy atepepa usoter al ‘phoes fans govrhidea aw da ae 
han*e on ae plantation and fur. evetybady en do phantatadn toopt ole. 

Matos and hie fombly5 day's wus dizfunt, fine.” \ 
_¥y. grendna us Pheoble Austine my mother wus ans Pashel : 


Meal Ay 
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“was bat and Joo Batidere after hing John Ox mywied. 
tah Sandee ang when de bie gun fished oid mon oe aking» 


ve : 
aftox vonktnt nora at de nook dey ould day down to sheep ‘and be a0 : 


“fe raines hor Yotoe to a stoma ite cen) 
& cent* and right den : om 








a: : Lugtie pee and put hay in den 


AY 


ase icky 


of y¥ ” mantad $0 “ned in whe Max ater Carr ‘dont 


fe 
hint 
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o ‘Now joa stulen, 4 rreanne, tna you ail I kan, ‘bat, i 
> told as ented wnt not, b aon? warns make no. peters end 
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el ty had a  sheter name Lytie Holly who didnt etand 
sto o when n day? ite behint hor,’ aho'd eit bohint 


noller | oy ‘ 8 take at and oo. OMe : got. fone mhuppinte wid staiope 
ag eat yen why. I ns grapple todays ae 
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: oot and when dey Kotchod oa doy put BelLe on ons fut dey sould 
| : put a. ‘dren bant tround dey neak and anuder one "round de wadet 
| aod rivet un togethor down ae paek;- de bell would hane on de ban! - 
| round de ‘neok. ao dae it. would ring when de ‘elave walked and den 
doy wouldnt eit tony, Sone ue den moro doe belle three and four 
" rort and when dey tine wre up dey WOULA . take a Off "om, Jake 
Overateoat, ‘Qoorge full, John Green, Ruben Goldér, Jim Bradley 
ang a hoot uy others were dom bolie. Die ie what I knoe, not whut 
_ Rowiebody olos Boye I goon Gin mynol’. En ‘wiaeua, when de big gun 
~ flaked, de munarway’ nlaves ooved out die woods srum Ald dirootiona. | 
We me in do fioid d when 4% fished, wut I ‘camber doy wum old very. 
gled.* 


Vo ia de ex, we womked but we mot poy fur 16,” 
© 8O01Le man Pieree and othors would oall eome kin? of 
A perlAtical (poistical) meetin’ but I could nover underotan’ wint 
doy wus talkin? ‘pout. Ye adant had mo kin’ uy nohooke end @12 1 
knows bat dom io dat be ‘pant ny ohiliune 4n Leen and tadeden Countiens 
‘ | Dell nad dota uv cistera and broteaxe but I oan! 6menber 
ae. nanee ef none by hytio, May, Patsy and Blas ny brothara, ie 
: ‘Edmond and Cornelius JaGkoore OorneLiue ie, livin’ now nonowhene I 
we think but I dont never ooo him,® 
: | When, de big enn fiahed : wae a young mioay totin! 
 eotton to do eonles: at do ginhouse; ef de ginhouse wuz alaae by, rou 
tad to toto do cotton to 1t, bus af A mus fut tway mgino wd come 
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| tras ‘iene; nogording to her information one bo. 
“about a9 or 80 Yoarn of ago, so7e without tiagsen having nowor 
used thom; whe doee not road er white but apoake in a eonvineing 
: manner, Bho hoe mont of ‘her tooth and © splendid appetite, ghe 
‘apende | hex tine sitting in » wheeleohniz sowing on wilt. She 
; has aoveral quilte thet she has pheood, some from very emai. Aerops 
which oho hes out Without the use ef oriy particular pation. 
Tho hae 8 full head of, bomutifui enowy white hadg and has 


“the woo 5 of her Adnwe, oxcapt her 108s, ond ie able to @o neat things 
“for heracit, -(3) 


-She lives “ith hex icine at 4.600 Myrtic. Avonuoy Jaake 
sonvilie, Florida, 
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cia without ouffiotont money to pay reOD te Ola 
"thee. ‘Phere Waa 2 erent amount of work bo de dene and the @roat 
problem vonfronting married remen who had not beon taught te work 
and who — At beneath their atanding to eo1l their handa, 
found a very aisfieult.. me a 


& } ; 


) 


ao Phare were on ‘the ethor hand many Neero women he, 
"needed work and young; gixle who needed guidance and trainin, 
: ‘The none ana muldmnee of tho arletveratio white 
- pope offered the boat oppertuni ty for the dopendent uneaghooled 
 frood moubns and At was in thin kind of home that the oxenloave 


 ohidd of thie tory was roared. 


























@ Bedell a | ua whon the Huss 4o0ft Savannah, Georgie 
om 7 to | Inakeonvtiio, ther brought Irene wdeths thems 7 

| ~ AAthough Irene ma qnet. about ox. yearn old whon a 
“the @ivia Tar ended, oho hae vivid roeoAloation of happenings a 
-auetng alavery. gone of the ineidente which hazipened woxe toa 7 
her wy hor slave annoointes efter alovery ended f nd sone of them a 





tro Anotdente whieh a eoneldere eaunea roapogt for 
- plaves by their neaotora and fAnn..y the Bnaneipation by Abraham 


Lingoan she tolls in this order, Be Ley 
the firot wrest toile of 6 yours otrong howuthy 











anes vory axa on 1 tne cre and prootiood atyaking | 
mn wath a whip when he mated to —_, then on Le 





Pits 
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sr tot  Anohdant had. pen the future srestnont ols thigh crete ogade 











ae 


noe 





e ty te ide on. mo. woman WR hoeing at the tine, ohe 
und, ptruok the ovarnoer on hie head with the hee, knooke 







ng btn from, his horse, oho then pounced upon hia and chepped his 


ao ad eff. Sho wert mod for © fow acoonda and proaecded oe chop and 





_mutlinte hie bodyy that done to her aatisfaestion, sho t “on kidled 


hie horne. she thon onimy went to tell tho master of the murder, co : 
_ foing "Ive done killed de evornoor,® the manter replica "De you a : 
mor “te. aay you!wo kLAAd the overscarg® ahe anewared yon and that 
“one moa killed the horae sisg. Without hesitating, t ¢ ‘noster pointe : 
“Ang. to one of hie anall oibing on the plantation arid "You sce that 
houre over there?® eheanevered yon at the sana tine Lodkcings “well 
anid ho, take Ghd your belongings and seve into that houwge | na you 

are treo fron thin aay and af tho mintreas wante you to to anything | 
- for hor, do at 4g you want to." Irene related with mach warnth whe 











aie | 









gene @ provent and Irene says thet they 941 hedseved at 
va “ the Pronident!o aetivities to ond Slavery 


“weaving « and minaing ‘ables, The oleth from whioh the Bund y clothes 
ef the aloves wee made won oiled ausentung and the aiowe woman 
: wore ‘very proud of thie, The oider women were required to de most 
i “ of ‘tho womans of gloeth. and making ehizrtea for the made aloven. 
ia rf Then an old WOMEN who had boon MAGK, remained ner 
- gtvengtiny * ‘ake wae sent to the fielde the sane ae the youner onens : 
the enon ‘who eonld ook and tickle the palaten of hor nletrone and 
mater wore, highly: padgod and wore noidon if aver offered for aale — 
feed ‘the suotion block. oe . | 
: oo ; Tho dapves * wore given gat meat and broad mado. of ie 
corn. and whens Thin caused then to atenl food and when 
che shay » were severely vhipped, a ; 
Irene rooaile the practice of blowing: a horn whenever 
inte one. Tho ¢ everacer had a soe tain Hegre to bhow three : 
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a fila =: the cabins te ath ‘elothos for 
. mf 1 tron works ‘this was often he Gn8e} she pays 
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| ovaled a ‘donde " after bringing hor te: Iookeonviiie, whon Jagkaon~ : 
vill maa 8 only a raph port, ‘they then wont to Canden County, Reorte, 


mi e “ ohout 1088, Ae vee i ‘ ! ‘4 
_ Trono he harden estes have lived: in Jnokoonvtine: eines that 


oh 







tat a town Id about tour eres to ite prenont statuny 


pon eaters pertaining » slovory and Fooons tivation 
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wae saw mamma, oe 


4 


It has been alnost Oo years since a group of : 





ir story. ‘They listened round eyed 4a atories they ade 


(i pesdy knew because "pap® had told them eo many times before, 





‘Vigmeate narratives along with the erent chances he has soon, were 






alive ry 


A seus was always ready to ebiick: with the story they 


of, He could always. ‘be depended upon to begin at. the 
for he Loved to tell. at 

4 gst all begun with our ‘ship being took off the conat 
« New Port News, Virrinia. ve mag runnin! the bl0ckade= sellint 
guns and what-not to them Northernors, We aint had nothin’ to do 


wid hal — unneratand, 78 English. folke was atter do money. Thoe 





nte a ee 
Amie Randolph iN Ak On a a FE 
rs Florida on een aT aaa eae 


shar folks. mana 3 you dat weant ae vale FeABON, thoy was mod at 
de south ‘but as was one of ag mays dey ae be hurted- to ude 
do niggera." ee ce ee 
ee “De south says "Desc ia our niggers and wet do 
| tn an , we please, and ao de rumpus got wuesa dan it was afore. The 
nop adeld do money, and optied itself de Gov'ment. The South 
cee “aint had. nothin", but a termination not to be ontedid, so we dealt 
orth, De south was galled de Rebels," 
Pe "So when dey ace a ship off they conn’, they hailed it 











ike we kep goint, they fired at ude wan! t lone afore re wag 

“oing unloaded and marshea orf to the lousiest jeaa I ever been ine 
My captain kep tellin’ em we wes English aubjecte amd could not pe 

helt. Me, + wae a soairt man, ehuse I woe always free, and over here 
dey took it ‘for granted def oll biagk men should’ be sinvea,® 


\ 


ie | ’ The ja Alex felt of my ‘muaeles one aay» when he had , 
“marched 10 out at the point of hie muaket to fill de: materdng troucha : 
for de horses. He wanted to know who Bp blonc wer, and offered to buy » 
me. Ther nobody claimed me, they was foreea to let me 0 Jong wid de 
“other Britishers and a8 ouz ship had been deetroyed, we had to eit. 
— home beat. we could, Dey didn't Gare hold us no longer.* 

| 3 Ae de wax was etal being fit, we was forced, to sep’ 


ante, cause ao lot of us would ¢ ‘cause ‘spicion, traipaing trout do co 
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Slave ertecvdie 


if $ was neor a ‘settlonent and head, ak atu, I met many rune 
| “away Slaves. Sone wae trying to got North and fight for de free~ 
Ang of Shey people; others was jen Pury ‘in? way cause dey couad, 
Many. of dom didn't had no idea where dey was goin’ and told of 
havint good marsters, But one and all dey had. ® food strong notion 
ter ace what it wma like to ow your on body.” 
o! an felt rorida better when I reched Saint Auriartine, 
| Many ships landed there and I knowed IT could get my way baok at 
| Loset to ae Weat Indies, where I cone frum, I showed my papere to 
’ "everybody dat mounted ter anything and dey knowed I we & free 
“nigrer, I had =r of money on me and I made a big ter do mong 
: de other free men I ae One day I went to the slave nexket and 
wate ed om barter off po nigrors lake dey wee hora, Thole fomilies 
Me wold together ani pone was spllte mother gone to one wu sina and 
| father and children gone to others." 
"They'd bring a slave out on the flatform and open his 
mouth, pound his chest, make him harden his masoles * ia the buyer 
| gould gee what he wag’ gittin'. Young men was oalled'buoketand 
ee young wonen'wenches', The person that offered tha best price was 
” de buyer. And dey shore did eit rid uf some pretty gale. Dey alway 7 
| looked: 80. shame and pitiful up on dat stand wid ali dom nen atandint | 
. dere lookint at - wid what dey had on dey minds ahinint in whey a 
eyes ‘One Little gal walked up and left her mammy mourning 30. patifu | 
as oma hovel had to be: sol4. Seems like dey mah wilene te 8 family 
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2 a na « dats why your manna named Julia stead of Mary 
_ Jane or Hannah or somethin! elee- She cost me $960.90 and den 
om, ond ‘she was ‘worth siniiidnad bit of ioe" 








wai iat and lie jes had to see her o¥ e@lae somebody would? ex 
"died, 00 ve eailed back into de wax,” 


fi j eg 


"Freedom wos declared goon after we got back to dis 
© untey and de whole country wes turned, upside down. De po nigrers 
went maa, sone refused to work and dey didn't stay in one place | | 
, long 'nough to de a thing. De crops ouffered and soon we had starvae 
thon’ tines: for thout two years. After dat ever yhody lernt to think 
of a rainy day and things got better." 


Edward recaile of hearing his father tell of satine wild 
us heg saled and cabbage palma. It was & common occurence to eee whole 
families oubstating on any wild plant known to be poisonous 1g it 
3 contained the. least food VALUE » The freedmen helped those who wore @ 

_nowhy liberated to gain a footing, Prior to Emancipation they had not 


been allowed ‘to associate with elavas for fear they might engender : 


in them the desire to be free. The ffoedmen bore the brunt of Ske a 


Mette. nan! wanningon whenever there a @ slave uprising. ey 
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hia mother tell of the tpastorrolloret, a group 6f white mon 
who esught and administered severe whippings to these unfortunate 
slaves, ‘Thye also Gorroled alaves back to their posters if i. ey 
“irove caught out After ning etolock « at nignt wi thout a& paaa ‘from 
| their mee | 
ai a foe George Lyeuras wan born at Liserocel, tea sed and 
| ‘pocane @ seaman at an onary age, Edward thinke he might have had 
s fair eduontion ‘ag he had had the GNANGG, . Tho mother, Iuiia Gray, 
Lyourgae, wma the daughter o of Barbar | and Dovid Gray, slaves of the 


‘Pleninge of Clay Cownt ty, Florida. . 





: Theae slaves were inherited from generation to gene~ 

ration and’ no one aver thought to sell one e copt for punishment or. 

in dire neceseity, They were treated kindly and like mout slaves of 

the wealthy, had no knowhedge of the real exruelities of 6 GLAVCTY, but 

- upon ‘the death of their owner it became necessary to parcel the 
“slaves out to different heirs, some of whom dia io believe in hold- 

: ing these unfortuneates. These would be abolitionista, wore wt averse | 4 

to plaoing at auction ‘their share of the alaves, hOWSVER's 

oe It was on this occasion that George Lyourcas Saw sak ; 


bought the gird who was to becone hia wife. Both ‘are now dead, als0_ 


: eit il the ‘several children exdopt* Raward whe tells their story here. — 
Baward Lyeurras Tg born on October 28, 1872, at Saint -— 
jeuotine, Florida shortly after the return of the family from the 


a | 





West Indies, gaia on his father*e fam sharing at an early age 
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to te stories of the recent war, He heard his eldere pive thanke 
for their freedom when they wthendes church and wondered what itw re 
— ot about, a Dec : 
‘We one “faiioa te attend ohureh on Sundaye and all 
ene ceased in a vioinity whore @& camp meeting wan held. Foxmerea 
 fleskea to the meeting from a2 parte of Saint Johna County. They 
4 brought food La thedx large beekete, Some owned ‘burcies but moat 
Of them hauled their families in wagons or walked, The earn eeete. 
| nga would aometines last sor several daya asoording to the spirite 
wok fervor exhibited by those attending, 


/} 





 bycurges xecadle the otirring soxmona ‘and spirituals 
ae ‘that tek through the woods ond could be heard for sever®1 miles on: 
| (8 ‘@loar day. Ana she river baptisne! These Glimaxed the meetings to 
and were ottended by large erowde of whites in the neighborhood. S 
ALL eandtantes + were dressed in white gowns, stockings and towels 
- would about their heada bandana fashion. Tow by tno they mexehed 
to the river from the spot where they had dreeced, There wae alrays 
some otiving song to scoonpany their slow march to the rivers 
Stake me to the water to be waptsced? was the faverite spiritual fon 
thie onenaian, ; | | 
Ae is Odd L tikes, geome eetenial. camp wontinie for the , 
a “opportunity 4 it afforded thom to indulge in dliseit ove makings :. 


to Lyourgaat statement, There acened to be beautiful clothing, fine 


on Others went to ehow their fanery and there was plonty of it accordir : 
a 
everywhere- a sort ef reaction from the restrair ee. 





ie Bed 
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Poarl Randolph eo er. Ps ee 


Joskoonvidie, eisaicsaal : 


eet 


1s 


upon ‘then in “slovory, Many en clothing they oeula not afford, 
| ‘There acemed to be a deeper interest in polls ies 


. during these tines. Mane nectinge, engines red by "carpet paerere® 


wore often hola and largely attended, withourh the father of Edward 


dia net hold with these activities very much, He often heard the 
preschor point. out Negroes who attended the mootinge and attained 


: prominonae an: ‘politice ag an exemple for members of hie fleck to 
folloms He } Welievos he roonlis hearing the name of Joveph Gibbs. 


Next to the preacher, the Nerxe. school teacher was 


Me he1a in exeatest respect. Until the year of the ' "ghake® ‘(eerthiuake 


of 1986) there were no No¢ro school teschera on Saint Johnna County 
and no sehool bud ldings. ‘They ‘attended ciasson at the fort and were | 


tought by a white woran who had come ‘from up. nawth" for this pure 


pore. Rawara was able to Learn very little from his blue bagk Wobater 


“beeause his help wns needed on the farm. 


‘He waa & lover of home, very shy and did not eare 


much for courting. He remained with his parenta untid thoir dep.the 


and aid not leave the vicinity for many years. He As atiii unnoxrdied a 


and resides at. the Clara White ‘Mission, ‘JInekeonvil le, Florida, ‘where 
he zeocives a emai ealery for the piddling jobs about the piace that 
he is able to do. 
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Slave Intervior 
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ur, Tomte ‘parente were : owned by Governor 
ts) take mn by ada the ‘ohildren bern on the 









f 


ae “ “given t to thie duphter an a we idine een, and thus necene ‘the - 

a} slave and took the name of ‘he Qulloye and lived with them until 
he deoane ® younc, ron at Gubthviilo, Gcercia, in Loe gounty, 

Wie chief work waco that of ons ryine wn bOR, rood 

round the house whon ® younceator; often, he etates 

* ‘the rood. to keop from working. 

a - Boomuse ae nother wae a. ohiLé~bonrine ROMAN, ahe 


‘ 


ih 
War 


ts 


wy 
j 
“ 
f 








EN 
Raehel A. Austin — 
vdonnacowiae,. "Floss 











cae podeegn that of earsying the manterta- LTB A a . . 
a _ After tho war he want to Albany, Gcor-ta: and a 

aa ‘bogan working tor himeeif, hauling aalt from Albany to Tollahnenee, 
Re Ploridais thie ealt wae wold to the etorea. Hie noxt job wae that 
a ee sampling vetton. oi 2 : : - 
age | ae dust watene ) he wae 30 yeare ela ho | wan ‘wasrried | ; 
to Mery Juite donate, who livea neax Albany, Georcian. To them rere - 

ig born the following ohidront Widile, Seores, ALoxander, Honry HALew 


“mon, Bian Louise, anid, trina Walter Luke ena tary Paste “ WORG | 
paned for the parent, o ae ee | | 
Be wees converted te the ‘Baptiet faith when his 














ate arti i ye 
 Fiaechel Anetin | : i setae PES sg i os ue FEC 
O coaieeisgumn Florian, 3 


Dire ~ 
ge t : 


_Aabanys Ovary and ‘eorved there fox 50 youre ac a deacon. 

oi : i ae “te romainod in Goorsta anat), 1890 | when he 
thovoa to tape, Plerida and tore he operated ® epfe. He joined 

/ Boulah Baptiat church and nerved ae descon there wntda he soad 
hho ‘wantnens and onne ‘to Jacknonvs.s ie, 193”, to dive with hia 

- youngeat daughter, Urs. tary Houston, beoruse he wo too old to 
operate 8 businonas In Jacksonville he connocted himeelf with the 
_ Botned Boptiot Church, and while ' (too oid to BOrve a8 an notive si 
4 a on, | he wae pisced on the honorhty lint beeauas of nie previa: 
- roaord of ‘ohureh service. : : 

‘Ae a rolie ot proetzoedon anya, ie ° tome. haa 





fs i of papor money and 1. Onewopnt plese whioh ne ® oepe seouredy } 


looked. in Bae ‘trunk and nadone, ine seen open the 4 seu | me ke; Ops f : 
the oye a oe : 
ay ‘Toma, who ila adiovrate nie ‘oneshuindr ode : 
fires birthday, Decenber hy 1936, to not aDLe . to. coherently relate 
incidents of the pant} he hears vat Atte and. that with erent | ae 
aartowty, ay oo... ‘ 
oy Ho coy, he has Me dovend oyootents he ronda. ve 
without the une of” cianaga} untia wory /wegqntly he, has been very: 
_ etive in mind and body, having yopintered An the sprin: of 1936, : 
| " aigning his oun | pame on the Pocintration dookins He hae moet all - 
: a natn, sce ie ‘thion, pire with and. of artist joneth. 














ie ave intarriew: a. hire ie Bo | : vage > 
Reache. Austin | A eat sey ae 
: ne Plorica : 


| 


Tov wa Fiees at tx oteiook each noming, of ten 











2 


3 8 ‘Upon the oconsion ot inks onoshunaredth birthday, 
24, 1955, his daughter ire. Houston gave him a ehild's. 
y swited. one hundred cnt ono hundred stockines wore 
vi yo wath fruito, mute and) eandics and ono piven each 
| Mio onke with one hundred eandiea ademed the: table 
‘Ang the. party he out the enki. ‘Mt thie pasty, he showed | 
. aut one jor and pleasure of om ons Nds Hin ot ox doughter MEO 

| Eiki . ,tellddian, © of New York City, thd sen Mr. Georo owe, for 


instructor in Atlanta onder ty, At dant, Cor ia, vex 






| youre i 
a eT KiF 
Be is yy 
es prosant ‘for the Ooonsion. oa ae Ls as 


Pact ay, ; +a UE ae 
al 4 ee i Wire Towne hae boon, nained b durin his uate tino Sa 






1 : 


i 1g ow epends moat of nie 
ine cutting « on the poroh ending the Bane hale ‘ 
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I. Luke Towns, 4825 Vest Eighth Strect, Jockeonville, Florida 


@. Mary Houston, daughter of Luke Towne, 1225 weet Eighth atreat 
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ae for ohatever | he oan get in the way of food or old 
lotnes, and perhaps & Little riOneys . 


ce ne oe - He fea heavily benrdod, bent old nan and a familine 
- ficure in ‘the ‘riloidontial eactiona of the city, where he earns 






a very mengor Aivolihood, Many know hie atory and marvel 








at hie ability. 20 reiate inotdente that wus have occured when he 


ran quite anal. a Oe ea 


\ 


Born in Jofforeon county, Florida on July 2G, ‘yes 57, 





“he | wae ‘one of ‘the a60 slavoa belongine to the Poloor, brothera, 
eo ana Bryant. His ‘parenta, Thomas and Mary, and their parents 
So Oe aot b senanbets 





wore ell a part af the Folsom ate 





ET Oe ahi adi 
gst a I 
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Pearl Randolph een PRC 
ie rakvonvitie, Florida” ue | 






pean 2s 
tales Hh 


nt etes sooording to hte atatoment®. Ana ~ and by there 


: rey “he rN ohtaa Acie spent much of his time roaming 
dete ~ brond acres of the FoLeom plantation with ot? er olave 
“ehildren. They waded in the ptreana, fished, chased suuhi te and 
| alvage knew where the chpteest — berrice and nute erow. He — 
J 


| knew al) the wood lore gommon to children of hia tino, This he 


& leamed nostiy from fogusin rae who wae aever: a years older Shan, 


TAMA 





he and. quite milling to anlichten &- ama boy in tho hide mit Core. 

, we wae taught that hooting owle. wore vory a 
of their nicht hours apa whonever they hooted near em field of 
workers. they were sayine "Task done or no done- night's my time- 

co. homos® Mhippoorwitie flitted about the wooda in cotton ploking 
: : “time ohattoring abet 
he the: story ‘that goos mith thie. Orposeune were @ "sham faced* tribe 
Fond Seonotines wondered arito. the wromh eide of ‘the day and cot 
| Thy never “ee this chame a8 lone: AS they were in 





+ Jaok marrying a widow, He could not renenber 





* 


PET Aa 


ve 











| ‘Blawe hae sees ee ie 3S 
Pear Randolph oo. oe ae 
Retina 








: ee ag taske ‘wore nover ‘neglected by the lave: mildeen) sida pick= 
ne was not a bad job oither= at Loast to the young, 


y 







Phen there wae the ride to. the cotton house at the oe : 
ena ¢ of the day atop tha baakete and cearee burlap sheate filled oe 
Cy : with the dnyte plokanges Acie's fondant aribition was to earn to : 
: uC manipulate the sond9o that told him who hed done a rood doy'ta 

i o werk and. oho hea note Mia cousin Pd dia thie onviod tnok —, 
oe the overncor gould not find the time, 








Many: athor things wore prow hore. Corn for the 


- eattie and commer he sanay! — tobnses and sugar’ enne, The 
I itis os 















& oe ; A 4 aray for the 001 vintera, Towne elave ize 
pe wa knd boing cotton ‘and woolen. ateckinge. Candles 
Ac an the: "big housee kitohen and only fox consumption ‘py. 




















' p aeranely of the master. Slaves used Fat Li ghtmood knote or 
theater fan Hikesinese for Lighting PUrposes. ie . a 
t Phere _ Riwaye | plenty of everything te cat for 
elavos. ‘They had white bread that had been made on the place. ‘ 
: Gorn meal, Fie, potatoes, syrup vege tabloe and home oured MOO, ; 
a, Pood. wae cooked an iron. pots hung, over the fireplace by ringn made 
ig of the eame. motal, Bread and pastries wore made An the" ski Liet*and 
| epider. Jae : : 
a vi, Meoh work | we “neoded to suoply the ‘donen is. of 80 


my, a ‘eitatedion but the slaves were often given vine off for a 
: frelios (aangos) ,(quiating-woddings). These matherings wore attends | 7 
eat by old and young x00 nedshvoring plantations. There wan alors 
ii plenty of food, masters vying with another fox the ‘honor of giving 
Fo hike sieves 1 the fincat partion, a | ; 
Di ee ‘There me dnneing arid musie. On doe Polson plantation : 
La Bryant, the younrest: of the nastore fwmished, fhe: music. He plsyed © 
h ate and Ikea to Reo the a anne Mut ting the pireon 
























Many matches wore made at *henb affaires, Tho woman 









any 






cms me thao one it wae neoessaxry fox their rene 





i and nintrono often, oan and nade 904 ry with ¢ oir pee 
, Aste Jnew avout the war besaune he wae oho of 
t “te a slaves 5 commanders by the Confederate army for howling food and 
U4 fuymund tion to attforent: points votmeen Palinhassee and & @gity in 

_ Vixeanta that he io unable to remember. I% ms n ‘eonmon soowrzonee i 






od the coldiore ‘$0 viet the plantation owners. and gormand a cone 
tain number: of horoee ond plowea for services such ae Acie aia. af 


ee we He thinke that he might have beon avout a5 ye Are a 
“old es ogee women in blue care to the plantation and _ 






acai ate romain mith — The othere went away, clad 
‘freedom, eae ed made any plans and were cont vont te : 








s 


ce - guare Intervion ey ib . ee 













‘ _ BRaksonettay lors ‘ .) 
“ : a, Tote stem your wae the hardest, becoune “a 





seca 5 of hora vork ang on e0-opsration of friendly 
Laven in the aeotion ‘pon learned to ohitt for theme 


a i 

a 
“tor thornore nnd ‘pout "in avrarme® and ¢ opened a. 
| p exesinvos, imat hore. ‘tm not fortunate encuch to | 











© vale parent shared with ‘hin: the common bolief that wih, thine sl 
“wore not to ve shared by the hunible. ‘Sone believed thnt#*oo mneh a 
: ook k Losing nado the brain. won. 

4 op Aole mot and married Keriah wricht, who. wan 
De = doughtor of | & woman. hie mother had known in elnvery, Strancely 
ce enough ‘they had never met ne onilaren. Mth hie wifo he remained 
a : in Jorterean County, vhere nino of their ‘thirteen ohh dren wore ‘porns 
a. vith n his. fentay he neved to Jacksonville and 
> -™ — diving oxo a ihe betue whiten when the fire ocourred 



























boar + in nany parte of tm a eave. Mo, wna injured while aa 
Jon ony of Jaoksonvi1ie, “ alaine ‘that he ae savor in any 








bie af fonee, a 5 oktmnoy foundation are the only 


Nea) 
Ne 
oe 
i 


 Kegish, the wife, died several yease HO} Ltkon 
oars « exneyt tvo. One ef f shents a ‘ink lo Peones 














\ “onry PROJECT 
Gan Guide, ( sre ‘writers! vast) 
: Feokwew ie FL 
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John A. Simms ’ Hi 
 Rditer - 


hot Seis Road in the weatern section of Ssokoonviie, 
ert oe etna, Sevuel | Sinson soon: ihc 


y a ¥ 


"Po: oon vas born November 13, 1950 an wagon, 
es 





apie 4 


ca 





1 Dokphus of Anveny, — tue wore ) Paabend and 


6 86 eiawee end won known. to be very kind and considerate, : 


"Paxeon® dived on the Lane Plantation until he 


tees South Carolinas with — he Lived for tro youres he : 
an then sold to Rd Tillman of Pallas, Toxag; he stayed on the a 
| TLaman plontetion’ for about : . yoar and until he mae purehaeed : 
2 John a of Union Srringe, Alabena= the richost olave-holder 





» 





tte ye 
| thone of the iil on the plantation play od toneshers the 


ir a how during the Civil Wax, wheat, | corn and aried potatoes 


“wore parched and used ae substitutes for: coffee; : at hie ‘mothes. 


id given & pack of flour every two weokes that a mixture of onlt 
and sand a0 dur froth the earthern floor of the ondkehouse and - - 
_ wator poured over a3 ‘be get th Be GO De ds Lopinge for aensoning; ‘thet 
post weateine conetoted of boiled Fei when thread and Gioth wor 





of 






















rants rorked, and 


roon® ‘decor thes hinealf ac boing vary ex baky aa 





8 . hat he did but very Asatte eek ‘end mot but 
satvnings. 1 Trice he ® ran oer to. eeonpe ‘being » | —-* 





ie poorer aliens | ae the ‘aatter were nade angry sani : 
Wo the omerat chesp ana turn thom. losse inte thete cotton » fhedas 
and the sheep would oat the. eotton, ror by POMs 





Nee 


2 He eoupares tho rolntienship betwecn the plch and 


' 


(poor miiten Lente olevery with that of the rhite and Mores ‘poop 


Oe, 


‘wath « A \ fae fund of F frome, ePareen® telis of & 








or, quienes: not to wdp haz, and oho believed bimy 
| ead her in s a tuck (rane tied ona ettok 20. that the: 














Ak then trot ommoss 2ooked for tram, 


escaped in the ‘evanpas they would zum yntil they 


for pays a ee. ‘know finele Diok® just Ged a fow yeare. 
in —* arcs." LED MENS kn Oe 


: tage Oonfedsrates wae ‘almays ‘®punning and fichtinge® ‘ane had ‘no 
i” the fanily @?) Macon, Georgie, and ey lived on a place enlled % 


Vives nites 


ne *Dundapte mal. Thet nig’ Mt four RESROROES were pronching *Pohlow 
: -noldtors, the enony 4s just here to Bolden" a BROOK) | sixteen niles 


— ne you oer ye onrsied | into  nernats prepare 20 to moot your 





eg aN 
Cae 


‘i 7} 
Bs rer 


ne 


er 





jon cane and with 4 great rojotoing. 


ne were endiod *Radionle" juss after 
the ctvia Tre . | : ve 
; Mey. bane was: able to nave all of hia mont, sliver, ; 
Lee during the war by having & eave dug in te 
the hogs trampled ovor it dadly. 
| ‘“Pareon® wtntes that enong the papers in hie 
F ae & pleee of money onlled "shin —— which wee 
é dusing the Civil Tar. 


4 


Me alaves vere not allowed to attend ninaip 


en of the ehiliron ‘wore riven tentarents ox ontechione whieh | 
«their parente were afradd for thom te keop. lest thots raetera | 
ale thom, but the toncher eailed on the poxonto and explained | 


_ 0 them. that they were Gs free hud their forrer masters. 
ate _SParnon® otaten that when he wes born, hie PAS fem 3 

















a 3 pe ation, he and & brother returned, found 
ven ‘bury him aed located hie grave. goon 
“after | | boon given hia freedom, *Payaon® walked from 
nd is ieseaas Alnbars whore hin inet m ater had takon hime back i 
me Goor-ia, and rojoined hie mother, Rachel, hin BEOthexsy : 
stun, San Franciaeo, Simon Poter, Lowin, Carter, | 
‘Wondeld and sieters, Licsie and Ann; they aia dropped 

the name of thoir canter, Lane, and took the nome of their erond= _ 
Fatnor, Andrewa, 





*Parnon® possonnen an almost aneanny nonozy ond = 
: +. attrtiutes it to his inability to write things down and therefore 
; Ve being entixely dependent upon hia memory. He had ‘peasod 30 youre” | 
__ @f ago and had two children who could rend and mite before he 
i could. His gonnection, with Edward tere Collere hae reiven him a 
decided advantage for eruen tion and there axe few things: that he 
‘eannet dincuss intesiigently. He hae come in contast »Ath thounande 

> otudants and a11 of the miniatars gonneoted with the African 
ie saath Episcopal churoh da A Sh State of Florida and has attonde 












5 ‘eat oontury. to hae Lavo i be 85 yoare af ace and saya h , 
La ive until 2 ho te 106, This he mila « beoauso he elsinat | 
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1 > Maghed Bh gAMOUEB 3 
con "er steaipaossd 
















e ‘ ties pant 5 june ae te ‘alam We.8 on and the train about to, 
i y t mes mn from the. track, + Faised tho window and jumped to 
. i ote + ‘thon walked bok tro miles to re port ite-y © Moxert Chan 7 
ce ) 2 ee Fmdeht “have ‘beon saved had they jumped ac I did, | 
| peo ‘the ala and W; gave me & free psee for life with 
bs | > inte Cannan, ¥. 
a a He ‘proudly aispaaye ania pase ‘and etates thet he would like to 
5 a travel over ‘the United States again but thet the school koopa 


| nae too o1000. 
| : oa had been yory sick but hook no siediicine; my 
ae, wife ~ont ont to. wilt Sister Naney= shortly afterwarde r 
a 7 : hoard whats pounded Like walking, and in ny imagine tion aay 
a death entorias, push the door open and Graw back to leap - 
maj I Jumped through the window, ny shirt nUNE, bo I pulled 
at Outs Mey odo, a Baptiat preacher wae hoeing in sie earden 
e next ‘doors: Jooked at me and eres A woman yelled *there 










cet aves there! Pretty AOOn news case that Roverond 
yes a 0 ives dead. Denth | had come for sémeone and rould - 











Hels wiv = ‘ie ovtlaren, to work on the roilroad; he 
ae the seottontboss whieh jov ‘he hold until « wha te 







e oo Lenve entiita, teat permuaded hin 6 » work fox him cutting 
cord woods adthough *Parson® had never aeon wood corded, he 
















: - necepted, the job and wae soon given & pRom to scala Goomrdts 
i. got. other mens he brought 13 mon baok and neon hocane their 

“a ‘ Phone® and bought a. house and docided to do @ little muntings 
a ; then he left this job he did some hotel work, cooked and served 
| ne train porter. In 1893 he wae ordained to prenoh and hea - 
| Wey Precohod and pantored da iamnshaed from thet tine up to. tro years 
oe ae fe of medium aice and puidd and partiadly balde / 
ded what AAttie hede ho has io very eroy; he hae keen oyoas 

e eyestaht is very noods he hae never had to weaxy glosses. f, 
ts ae } upple as one hadg his ares it ie veanead dononetrated — 


© 









+e tonm goon, ‘there "Parson" wants to go 
9 i at a ea heara the. roroam "Come on 


ePaxvon® does not believe in ‘taking medicine, 


we ont with which he xubs himeod?. He attributes 
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I. Personal interview with Samuel Simeon. Andrewe 
in the dormitory of Edward 7 tere Collere 
Kinge Road, Jacksonville, Florida | 
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wal 





‘@lave Interview 
_Nevombor 17, 1936 - 


abiinnaeeh, Fiorids about 1887, oichs yeara 
“‘Mronetpation. 
Who -paronta were Soipie and Raith j Repeieens be ing 


ena and aren of about aight milea and compored eoproxinnts ay 


of 90 plnvea io where aay Fspoleon Sivas ET the: Aight of aye 





ri 
" 
ey 
ya 
al 
t 





eveotaiiy bodat fox nim on the plantation. Tf the earives® 
' for the alave who had - 


and the ®driver® eae 


The pinven lived in lor osbins 


, putt for thome ‘They wo / @eiled and arranred in puch a 


manner ne to e@tain the heat in winter from the darge fireplaces one 
“otruated therein, Co ae 
Eis am Just before the anen of day, the paves wore aroused. 
i from thoir slumber by a: loud biagt from a cor-horn that vas blown by 
“the fariver® as a signal to ‘pEopare themeelvea for the fleldos The 
ten woing 80 wertintas theme who had to go a lone — 


walked Marth thatr menla alone with them and hed ¢ heir 








Aes , 
oie f nadie | that wan played by one of their number. Pintahed 


om *patzoln® iene @nties were to ace that ma alaves 
"eames on: %: oir own plantations, and if they were onurht going off 
without a roxnit from the master, Soy wore hipped with o ran hidor 
\, Aeveaaiand ‘Thera wae an exception. to thin rule, however, on 3 
|  Bundays the religious nlavea ware a. lowed to wi it ofer pinntations | 
whore religious acxvigas wore being held without baving to fo 
shrough the matter of having & pommit. i. 


"thea toe oe and, reason to nie orn sents, fe gould road 


ais 





it dad 
Neca eh 





oe eve im where he vould 
A eines reny timee the scxiuhdeeiaas 


- qatoonton or “punaay Sahood lesson, Anise from thin there me no 
“other training. | 


i Napeleen’ ‘relatos that 


he sootorte to oldest aon vont “ toe war with the Confaderate 
-odboatan sariver,* Barton, Hie pnee wg filled by ong 








he loud ropers of % un panevaied, 
“orying Simost @nem* 80, ®dome aa Tore 
e plows, hoea ond other forr ime 


They put on their beat clother — 


® Phrouch the gountr: aide to the toen of 


mdokly Fil led with these 


j seonstons 
Thon $e Randoiph aloves “returned to their plantation 


ea shh 
rf ‘ A ae: 


oe, omy ‘ond at nots * 
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#,u, Johnecn | ; i i ae 
eerrennnh ty Florida. 


ot ‘the town oi apie esening enough money, bought a tract of 

Iona from him there and farmed. hore hie family ldved and ine 

. exer ods Loute being the olden’ of the ohildzen obtained odd jobn 
with toe verloun rettiere, anon thom being Aovernor Reid. of , 
Plorida whe Ldwod in South Jackaonvillo. Governor Pe: 4d raised 





eattlo for nor ket and Napoleon's job wae to bring then neroen the 
| ~~ Johno River on & Liter to Inoknonville, where they were mold. 


Louia Hapoleon ie now armed and infirm,’ + Lather 
oo wer haying died many yeare ano. He now Lives with one of 
Bde younger brothers. whe has a fo4r sised orsnee grove on she mouth 


nide of Jnokronville. He retninn the oroper ty that bis father firat 


bourit after freedom and on which they Lived in Arlineton. tie heir . 


white and he ia bent with ace and 111 health tat hie mented facule 


 $4en are exosptionaily koon for ons of hie ome. Ho proudly telle 


: you toat hie master was good to his *nipcere® And cannot reeoll but 
one time that he any nin whip one of them and that when one tried to" 


yun away to toe Yankecn, Only momories of » kind maeter in bin deye 


of servitude romain with him aa he reenile the dark days of slovery. 





PET ebb ce. | NOON Te APRS TN ee Se Aa Maier th STL 66 beds) ORNS He 
rg as Tee Fai eats , NPE 
Pore Bupaee | ps 
Ve yitye 9% 
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Slave Interview 
Novembex G0, 4905 


not 


. Mayen ve 1954— Florida's. eon 


_<ittligg a white man, esre to fallahnesee, Plerica fron 


: Mashiagton, District of —€ with hie ohi aren. whow he had 


ann a as sce stoakors! of hex ghtidhood dove, ibe ‘imred mo 


+ Her parenta elvre a waned d her and 
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Raghedi A, Austin ; FEC 
Jagkeonvidile, Fierlés 


wiieh used to eoue to Tallahassee at regular intervals and 
@anp in some seoluded apot. The children, attracted by the 
old wagon, would be eager to “@ near it, but ~~ were alweyea 
told that "Dry Head and Bloody Sones," & ghost who didn't Like 
ehildven, was in that Wagon. It wee not until leter yeers that 
4 Fiorica and the other children learned + i®% the dziver of ° 
: wagon, wae & dalnnes otenier" who atole ohildzen and took them 
to deergia to sell at the sieve marketa, 
| ‘ when ghe was i1 years. old, Flerids ean the: 
eurzondox of Laieuautiniciahdl to the Yenkees, Tarce years later she 
SHLe bo Jeckaonville to dive with her aigter. She married mt is 


now divorced aftex 13 years ‘“ mare lage. 


‘Three years ago she entered the Old Folke Home 


&t 1637 Fronklin Street to iive. 


4, 
4 

















‘Cc es 


FBDEYPAL WRITERS PROJECT 
American Guide (Negro Writers’ Unit) | 
on Jacksonville, Florida 


Rachel Austin,  Sleve Interview 
Field Worker November 20,1956 
Corplete 


1 Personel Interview with Florids Clayton, ae 
- 1627 Franklin Street, Jacksonville, Florida. 





‘Slave Interview 

Septomber 16, . 
 gohn A. Girme 
Bai ter: 


4 


i 


a aid t the inex ee 








Shey 


wae ety 


mide 


40 ln oak wenenberxe that he- 


Mt nome aay ho we going. te be a noble man 


‘the elaven lived in onbine 


| constin amted. of dumber niga mee, ve 


‘All of hn on hearing thas how woud * ise 


st 


Saag aa y ain, oteioek thoy wore on ghoae 


it 


t mtaany toons, 2 Mook + tolLens onye aay. ROMO of 








Am atts | hia hora 08 ho 
— dono. About ‘Von 


a 
os 


fs 


on shone + age ‘thoy youla ve "ead Asn ‘matteatslas nking) 


6 sometincs held on thelr om plan= ; 


‘ ghberinc One. Slaves who oxdionrtay 
 whatation had i to ) got a ; Porat fron the 


Dy 


nee to. mi duty woes oe plantation te Eom 











“gaa Interview aa ees 
) Saieonvisiey Fiorita ero a | | .. 


= 


a ware: not | allowed to whip them too noversiy aa Mieretor Saellings®/ — 
“would not permit wie He sous any e elev Ae of ne use to > San y2/ ; 
‘ Avsaton te dooth,* i 

Mazztacer When one niave fold in Love with 
_snother ond wan ted to ue they SRG raven a dice ae and the i ve 
~ natrdwony woe genled,* There wn no tierrisee oerenony pere 
formed A Leanne Wid B12 phat oorie neceneary: to be ‘eoneidered | 
opr tod. In the event that the lovers dived on eoparate planti 
Hone the magtdr of one of (enue 





14 buy the other lover or wode. 
dea one 90 that thoy would be' tore ther, When thie gould not be 
Grranged they would have to ‘vieit one another, but live on thoir . 


rRenrc othre liens 


aT 





| i Tho slaves had @ regular ‘ohuroh Houne, 
iM seek was & amall ise bulldine sonstructod of boorda, Prenehn. 
ing wae conduegted by a colored minister espegially Kasiered to 
this duty. On Tuesday evenings prayer mar ting. wae head; on Pomel 





aay evenings, BF ORG NANG: and on Sundays, both morning and evonineg,” . 
“pronohings. At theao services: bh he slaves ould Meat harpy® and a 
phous. oxoitedly. Those desiring to acoept Chrint wore admitted , 
for Doptinns oy oe ee a 

; Beatie On beptienad dey, the oan Mintes attired a 
an kee robe whieh they had mech y morohed dow to the river - | 
_ there shar vore Armoreod by tho mintetor, Sisver from neighboring 














¥ 


‘painttens vould cone to ohtnene thie mored Geramony. 

_ Mook Mullen reonile tint many tinea hin frarntor® on oing. 
to view s baptiean took nie. along 4n hin wares rt vag a happy 
“gene, he Felaton. the. ‘alavon would bo thors an eroe mumbore 





“aonttored about: ovor the: banka of the river. Hugh shouting end. 
ninging wont on, Some of ‘tl 1 *gistere and theothernt 2 ula eat 
“90 snappy that they mould loro control of . themselves nnd abs hd 
outs? bce wan Anta thot the Holy Ghost had Motruck te 
he other winvoe’ wuld viow thia phenonena with owo and Foverongey: a 


a “and ait for tom. to "come out ¢ of ite? "T) ane wore haypy de ve 


and thot wna rend relicion,® Maok tmwllen eadd. © 


“0 “plaven | WOT O not even ony. 





forraa eduoe tion,. however, Meaion's : canter wen not ee ririd a 





am momo of the sdove~holderes in prohdbitinc. the aloveo from 
Loarning to rend and write. Ex. Gneilinrs, the mia’ Fen8, teue! ae 


Mook" a mother to read and write a 11 ie, and Mr. ne. ‘linge also 





. comght tinok* 9 father om to FOAd, write nnd ‘eure. Having icarned 
) oY stle ‘thoy mould in barn Ampart $oeir. inondedes tO thx eax foilor 





elavon o 










Ou ee modems  audion vivhaay reaniie tha day a) mt ; 
: a ther honre of tote er . pation; dowd roperte from rune ma: 8 hoard 
ak | she owgh ‘the woods and ‘plantations; after avg "Yanko on 
ox | | re one and Sagorned thom ht they mer e tree; Ur | sn@llings ‘ 


vd 


HEN 

Bim 
AN 
r 




















is colobeatine. Te nantor todd hie 





tnt they ¢ rave. eee ‘and eould fo. vherovor <i) ey ranted 
they gould Ronain with ‘in if they wiohod. Moet of hie 
ofuncd to lonve: ‘dm because he moc ed acta a 


They wore trevontter given Andividund foro, rules ae 
and torn tmpiesents with whioh to cultivate the lend; thoir tom 9 


mor master got t a ahaxe out or what PAR rndee ° 7 sone: wom nO. 


5 yore whipping, no, rere forced Inbor and houra wore jo0$ areetia, 


Mook Talionta nivenke mare among those plowes. 





» rannined; thoy Mwed thoxe untea Ur. 2 anal Lanes dhody and, 
‘thon soved to Ieonvilien, near Amorous, Goormin,: whe ro hte : 
fat thor opened a bingk=omsth shop, ond. mundo enowrh: m ney to. bay 

- gome propor ty. Anothow ebild ve added te the family, & girl 


—maoed Hxrden, ‘By thin time Unok' hind. become a young pon with a 


ng denire to teavol, 20 ho wade hie. parente fareroll ard a 
| £0; + Pompey Ploridn. Agter. Lavine there awhile he one to 
sh ihe ay “the: tine of hie arrive) in Jnckoon= 























with Waok Mullen, a ‘fornor plave 
6a. Voot Piret 5 re ot, Teokeonville 
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es ‘one livoa an the big. house® quarters, and a8 ‘known sa a * ouse 
wrogote she » payod wath the obiadren of har min trene and olden 


te guote some of her quaint par ‘Wicney I 
st know T we any. aifgrunt fum de onsen ot ne plotrone twel 
atte do mar. Wo ployed and ot and fit tocettor Lak ‘ohiiien 4s 
2! - ound tor do ala over dow: eenee: Seren va Aappened though 


a Fort ‘sunptor and 


a a 


en tine | in sy ito: 1 knowed a may tne ‘tor fear snythint 











le oe 





Neat 


_ Belle, the daughter of Adeline born July 5, 1987. Alvert, 


_~betng fx00d.) 








Slave Interview i . 3 oe aes 
Pearl Randolph sy ee as PEG 
ere Florida (a as 


SE eye ss 4 


arma of ne huabent, and over me haid de bay "note shined. 


i i a "Tr done Lived up all my days and some of dem — a 
ee whut mighta, bonged ter ‘somebody else ia dey'd done right | : 
ins dor sight ot God." "Row I know I so old?" "I got docu- : | 
mente. tor prove item The documents is o yellow sheet of paper. 6s 

that appears to be Meevionexy that ia crudely deoorsated at ‘the : 

iy oe , Harriett Pinckney, born Septe amber 25,1790. , * 
uss Adeline, her daughter, born October dy 1609, Betey, her 4 


ly 
daughter, born September 11,1811. Belinda, her dauchter, 
‘born Qetober 4, 1813. Deborah, her doughtar, born peaanbor: 
‘2, 1825. Sees her son, born September 1, 12813. | : a 


SOUP 





2 as 
Ts rah OF Rage ee EE 


Harriett! s Grandchildren= 


gon of Belinda born Aurust 19, 1833. Leuronee, gon of Betey 
“born March i. 1835. Sarah Ann Elisabeth, daughter of Belinda 


x 


“born January Ss 1836. Harriett, dsughtex of Belinda born Decem=_ 





ber 6, 1838, (thie record waa given Harriett by Wire, Harriett 
Bolinger, her mistress, Each slave reeeived a similar one on. a 


~ 


he | a ohild Harriett played about the promisce % 


4 
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| Pearl Randolph = _ ee eel pee ee 6 453 
lis scemilaaae Florida | 


‘was about twelve years old she was given emall tasks to do 
such: as knitting B pair of ee or dusting the furniture 
e and ample timo was given for each of those assignmenta, a 
af This wae 8 wry largo plantation and there was 
a “always something for the score of alaves to do. there’ were the 
4 while acres of ‘cotton that muat be planted, hoed and gathered by 
hand, A apecial batch of slave women did the spinning and weaving, 
| while ‘those who had been taught to ow, node most of the clothing 
ae worn by elaves at that time. 


oe ey, Other products grown here wore rice, corn, nugar= 





Gane, fruite and veretobles. Much of tho food grow on the planta- 
tion wae reserved to feed the Slaves. While bei nuet work hard to a 


complete their tasks ‘an a given time, no one wag allowed to go 


hungry or forced to work As the least: 411. 
a Very littie had to be bought here. Candles wire 
nade in the kitchen of tha “big house," usually by the e00k whe 
was holped by other @laves. These wore made of beeswax gathered on 
the plantation. Shoes wore made of tonned. dried denther and re+ine 
_ foreed with brase. onpa;. the large herds of oattie, hogs and poultry 
‘furnished eufficient mont. syrup and sugar were mete from the cane 
that was oarzited to a neighboring mill. 


Ri ( 


we 
SOLAS OX 


Harriett remembers her mae’ er a8 being edd Algae : 


: \ 


ae ind but very severe when his patience was tried too far. Mra. 











4 iN af Ty 


oe was no pncieael ote , 
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Pearl Randolph > rte! < one FEC | 
Jacksonville, ’ ‘Floris . \ 


‘ox quilting bee, she waa eure to Provide nome extra "goody" 


” and 80 dear to the hoarte of the women we c the cant off clothes 


she 0.0ften bestowed upon them on these occasions. 


i | the slaves were fro e@ to infite thoae from the neigh= 
me plantations: to join. in their social gatherings, A Necro | 
preacher delivered fnormons on the plantation, Servicer boing held 
“in ‘the ohuroh used by whites after their services’ on Sunday. The / 


‘% preacher must always act as a peacemaker and mouthpiece for the 


moter, 80 they were told to be subservient to their masters in 


order to enter the Kingdom of God. But. the alaves held seorct, 


- meetinca and had praying grounds where thoy net's few at a time 
Q iced pray for better things. ) ee \ 


Harriett renembers Little about the selling of slaves 


- beoause thie was never done on the Be linger plantation. All glaves 


i were considered @ part of the aatate and to eek] one, meant that 


There were rumors of the wax but the elavee on the 


. Boldinger place did not grasp the import of the war with their 


“master went to fight én the eide of the Rebel arwy. Yany of. ae 


7 gathered about their miatress. and wept as he left the home to ‘which | 
he would never return. Seon after thet it wae whispered Anon the | 


slaven that they, would be free, but. no one ran AWAY. ice) ; 


P “After cosine in een ty ali their a they. were forced a 
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Pearl Randolph — OE ave FEC 
asioematleatens, Florida am pet ee 


a 
- ‘bundled oft to the army by ire. Boadtriger whe sheared the 
popular belief ‘that the soldiers 1 must have the mes in the ad 

ets food and “peste ae | 

: “Harriett abill remenbore “xy clearly the storming 
of port Sumpter. The whole sountryoide wae thrown into confusion 


and. wany alaves were mad with fear, There wore few men left to 


i establish order and mony women loaded their slaves into wagona 


re and gathered guoh belongings as they could and fled. Mrs. Belling=- 


Ly 


ex mas one ‘of those who held their ground. 
| When the Union soldiers visited Nee plantation they 


) 





, found the plantation in perfect order. ‘The alaves eoing about their 


taoke ao at nothing unuauad hod hoppened, It wie neceseaxry to nienicll 


* mon. them from the fielde to give them the message of their freedom, 


Bg ies 


Harriett recalls that her mistreas wae very frightened 


d : walked upright and held a ‘trombling lip between her teeth aa 
‘they waited for her to sound for the lnst time the hier that had 

/ sunmoned several gendrations of humen chattel to and from work, 

. Some left the plantation; others renatned to harvest 


* 


the oropa. One ‘and all they remembered to thank God for their freo= 


dom, ‘They inmedintely: began to hold meotings, einging soul stirring 


— spbrktuaas, Harriett reonlls one of these songs. It is as follows: 
S | oO ‘Tank ye yor ster Jeaua, blank ye, 
‘Tlonk ye parater gaqus. ttank ye, 


‘Trank yo 
De Heben ewinter | be my ‘nome. 









af 


ue 


Senn eee aS 
Sa oO eR Sar EY Bs IRN fe NS ERD et 





2a ee 
bp AR ater ane eee 


Ne 
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f ay 
* % 


Ok ee 








ae 





: breathless when she relates the detaile of the military wedding 


patriotic numbers that awakened in the newly freod Nerroea that had © 





Ae Interviow bi ee ee se ~ Page 6 : 
Pearl Randolph ~ i ee Oe _ FEC 
| enreninlabe si Florida, 


No alav'ry chains to tie mo down, 
And no mot driver's ho'n to blow fer mo. 
eG No mot stocks to fasten me down 


 Jeous break alav'ry chain, Lord 


1 Omir | ‘Break slavtry chain Lord, 


2a. ‘Break alav'ry chain Lord, . | 
| = Ba Hoven ewinter be my home, ; 


“Harriett's parente remained with the widowed woman for 
+ a ae ‘Had they not remained, ahe mieht not have met Gaylord 
Soannette, the Knight in Blue, who later became her husband, He 
was a member of Company WI", 35th Roa innt.: She is ethll a bit 


that followed a whirlwind cour tehip which had ita beginning on ie 
she eitadel green, where the soldiers stationed there held their se 
“dress paxade. After’ these parades” there wae dancing by. the anidiexs | 
and belles who had bedecked themselves in their Sunday beat and 
gome out to be wood by a soldier in blue. , 


Mute WA.8 furnished by the mdi tary band which eftered many | a 


long been dead= patriotian. Harriett recalla snatches of one of 
these songs ‘to whioh she danced when she wae 20 years of ages seo 
te ao follows: | 


oS _ Don't you see the Lightaing flaehing in the cane brakes, a 


oy ~_  Looke like we gonna have & stoxm 


_ Although you're ihiatoken ite the Yenkee: se 











Slave Salenvien ae 7 ee Oe Sous 4 
Pearl Randolph | ee FE : 
_‘Taokeonvisie, Porta 7 


ee 
A 


a . Going. to fight fox Uncle San, 


| r i. ae 01a master wae a colonel in the Rebel army 2 
; ee, leet before he had to run away : 
i le ae Look out the battle 19 asfelling 
: 7 a ia darkion Gonna occupy. the land, 
| “Harriett pelieves the two officers who tendered cone i 


"gratulations ahort1y efter her morriage to have been Generuis 
Gates and Beecher. Thiea was an added thrill to her. te 





: ue he she lived a rather secluded life, Harriett Gresham : 
; can tell "6 y little about the superstitions of her people during i 
alavery, but knew ther to be very roverent of various signe and 4 
“omens. In one ahe places much oredence herself, Prior to the Civiy 4 
war, there were hordes of ante and everyone eaid thin was on omen o 4 
: or amy wn there waa 8 war, | ie ee oe : 
a. She was married when schoods were set. up for Negroes, 
| but had no time for choo}. Her master wag ademant on ane point . a 
and ‘dina Was ‘ne danger of teaching @ slave to read and write, | i 

| 80 Harriett received tele "book loarning.* a 

oS . a Harriett Gresham is the mother of ‘peveral eile, 


- grandehildren and erent erandehildren, Many of thom ore dead. 


2 ne 


she ka at 4808 wont slet chica Taokoorvilley Florida wath @ 





LN 
Ray he 


me 
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_— Randolph Ey ae Slave Interview 
Field Yorker 


\ ) Decomber 18, 1936 

Complete | an ne 
REFERENCE 

2 a Serbunai interview with Harriett Srenhemy . 1305 Wea 


Slet, Street, Jackconville, Fiorida 





Intervie | 


| ne 
e 
i 


pe amen « until he wae a man pant 20 youre of ape. ! 




















ai 


Ane ee - se age Coston renenbore 1 vividly the ore ltios fe 
Ra: Te On gee ‘the eal. plantation, Mio duty wan to ues that Odd Se 
-* wee reverted to rork on ) tama. tho bell wes rung at 5:5 





. oe “broaktans, This wae a vory diferent way from that 


can 


Wire faa Wie ais ferent in many wayo Seon Mrs 

2 ue “binge, "Ito wae alrays protending® ays. Charles that he aka 
oe not want hie aloves beaten unmorei fully. Chariocn. beine olose 
to ur, Bald during work hours had opportuni ty te sce and hear 





much about what wae roiling on at the ‘plantation. And he helLoves. | 
iy ‘that Mee Pall knew juet how the overseer dent with the slaves. ; 
Gn: a On the Hall plantation ¢ there’ was a sontraption, eAmdlor 
ie te a | galiore, where’ ‘the alaves were eusponded and whipped. At si : 
- top of this device were bloke of wood with: copier run s Sipough 








dia mag a whip of nine otrape attached to 


Des 


* 


otirape wore . porforated Bo that avenyunexe the hole an 
ap folk ‘on toe flooh a blister wae loft. 


Hf 
~ 


Tho trontment ever by the overscor WAS err 








“aah was ‘gdwinintered and the elave mined, the barrel eereds 
- oS a At 80 » happened. that Sambo me the firet to bo 


er, 








% 


2  Whoint ty and ‘oer sedod to keep a lated of the at 
| Many o£ the plawves romdned with the omers. fhoro_ 
fay worked for emadk ~monthy wogen and. took whatever was left of 
eoot ost clothing and food and whatever the old nioour® rave thom, 
of ol’ pants of the master wae highly prinod by thon. 
i. —* Ooatoe waa aie. baal bo £00. He had boon vou 








aw aa "boing toll, hoo thy and 


adhd, 


execu ond oo. aving his noney and ina hort 


a 








| the. eonket van ‘placed inotae of the. 
suineasle » n@ ledge and ook gn ‘at 


G4 R 


ne _ ag and wagon who pioked shen up and eorricd thon into Sox 
cma *) wo. in that ody thot he mot hio syseen mney sci 


“honex: of Puthor contest 208th pirthdry, one of och of the four 
‘gonorntions of hia faptly » or. e > prowente 











as es ue a ? oe 


hile / mi ( ees i : i , 1 i yz ; - 








- wotton 9 hia nee very 08 ond hts ohet do. Lisght to king 





‘a “umbhe ~ fon a \ mabe of years, shereby eainine the- nano of 
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Antesvien with Charles Gonton-3025 Windia 


0 
(ent 


ville, Florida | 
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hardoon =i(iti‘ésé~*éC«RRO CIntervicwn : 
Tee ae pr a January a7. “408 : “ 





ad -. voluntariay snbapes that eanvery fox | oven 
seal) is the. intoreoting tale that Gamuel Smalls, 84 year : 
old ox=oleve of 1704 Johneon Qiroet, i dada toile of 
5 its ee. Cate smth. 

: i | anith had ‘been born in Gane atiGut, aen of voncetic 
‘glaves rhe moxe freed while he was etal a child, Me cow to 
young manhood in the northern atato, waking © living for himself — 4 















oe 7 adhe ® Gaxpenter and builder. At these tradea he 4e saga to have 
~ been vory efficient. — | | 

G gaa unnaxeied: at the ace of about 30, ha foun Se bide 
oud a desire to travel and geo how obhex Necross in the country 
vod. This he id, going from one town to another, working for : 
. sda of varying donee tn the eitdes in whioh he Aived, eventunde , 





an : 


ye} ye 
Te EO ey POSEN 














ae nee 3 ih was: ‘tree | ana che was etal a slave, He cought 








or. ‘Suith won tod that ne aight have the woman, but he would = 
: 10 1 out hor coat. ite ma 4 formed that this ‘would amount : : : 
~~ “ re of work on ‘the plantation, naturally without ‘pay. 4 
He withing &. tow ays he Wee back with hie Serene : 





OR in hie volestagy nastarts eyen; eithin fous years he was Nelae 

pata a amaah ame for the woxk he did, and by the time the seven 

‘2 “mae sini shea, emith had enough money to innediately puschace 

& ama. fam of his Own, 7 

eo Adversity oot an, however, and eventuaaiy hie ohiléren 
“found thouselwen back in alavery, and Smd th himself praetionlly seain 

é a onehoveds hod wae dar ing: this: ported that Gnadie was born, 


oe at , ie ie s hue of ~ Portas slaves were goon b emencipated, howe 
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rhe! 
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dew vith fantel Smalls, ex-elave, 1706 
}p Jacksonville, Fi alave, 1704 
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The story of a free Negro of Connecticut, who came South to 
observe conditions of slavery, found them very distastefw, then Vol» | 
untarily entered bear slavery for seven years is the interesting : 
tale that “ Qeniemandhatabie, “84-yeareold ezasl are of 1 1704 Johnson Street, 
Jacksonville, tells of his father, _.0 CO SMT 


Smith hed been born in et ctlecy, ehixs ef domestic slaves 
who were freed while he was still a child. He grew to young manhood 
in the Northern state, making a living for himself as a carpenter 
and builder. At these trades he is said to have been very efficient. 

Still unmarried at thé age of about thirty, he found in him 
self a desire to travel and see how other Negroes in the. countrys 
This he did, going oon one town to ‘another, working for pericds 
of Varying length in the cities in which he lived, eventually drif- 
aon to Florida. , 


His travels eventually brought ham to Suwanee County, where 








On a nearby pl eee that he | 


some times oe He met @ young woman for whom he grew to have a 


great aefeatiens, ‘This plantation is said to have belonged to a 
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family of Cones, and according to f still exists as a large 


farm. 
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omi th aoe to marry the young ome. but a difficulty de- 
veloped: he was free and ste was still a slave. He sought her owner. 

‘smith was told that he might have the woman, but he would 
“have to work out’ her cost. He was inforued that this would amount 


to seven years OL work on the plantation, naturaliy witnout pay. 


a 


Witnin a Lew dann me was wack, wlth nis veLongings, to ves 
gin boring out' tne cost of nis wit@s Lut ais work iound iavor in 
nis vo. untary master's eyes; wituin .o0ur years ne was »velug paia 
a suial i sum 10r we pork he did, aia vy ownie time tue seven years 
was finished Snith had enough money to immediately purchase a smal 1 
farm of his OWN » | | 

Adversi ty set in, however, and eventually his children 
found themselves back in slavery, and Suith himself practically 
again enslaved. It was during this period ‘Hat fen ra born, 

, ALL ef the Florida Slaves were soon emancipated, however, 
and the voluntary slave eoeie became a free man. He lived in the 
Suwanee County vicinity for a numby of years afterward, raising a 
large family . | i, on ° 
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BILL Avorn 





ee | BAM Anatin ace he tays his nase 10 109 PiLiiens <= fe on Ome 
. core vio sod hie freedom boesuse hie atetwens found Lt nore aavanton 
: | - dmatin 5 Lives near Greenwood, Jackson County, hentia, on & omall 
oe thst he and his children operate, Me saye that he does not kos 
aM 5 6 does not rexnber ever having hard 4t, But ho oust be pretty 
ola, he nays, "Younse I was a right smart sise chen Wistuh saith sont off 









to fight." He thinks he say be over a hundred += and he looks it «= tut 
he ie not oure, 
| Austin was born between Oreene and Raneoet: Counties, on the Oconee 
a River, in Georgia, He uses the nanes ef the counties intorchanceably; he 
o eannot be definite as to Just which one ws nis biethrloce, "fhe line be= 
teen "om ims right there by us," he saya. 
Wa | 3 fio father wae Jacks for wont of 2 sarnaue of his om he took that 
of his fother and called himself Jack Saith, During @ teuporary shortege 
of funda on his master's port, Jack and Bill's nother were 6014 to o plane 
ter in the northern part of the state, i 78 noe unt... | ANS after hig 
a Wa eomneipation ‘that Bill ever gow @lther of then again. 

BALL o father Sask was Pogorded as o fairly god earpenter, mason 
ease at times his master would ret him do small seve of repaite 
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¢ Greenwood, /  Plorida 


ether small atu these he oithe ood doy bite anal fontly oF bartered 


with the other slaved. Sonet umes he sold them to the slaves for money 


: ash mse not altogether unknown onong the slaves on tho Snith lace, 


_ Aneta gives on interesting Geseription of his meter, hones 


“-fatth, He sara that Cenptivos he was Foal Fich and all of us had a good 
; f = the wuk won?t hard then, eco ag we had big erops he sould borrow 
S sore boty fron tho other white folks. Ho used to give us moat evory day, 
i and nlenty of other thi. RB. One time he boucht all of us shoes, amd on 





nday ‘night would let us & & wherever the preacher was holdin’ meeting, - 


a usd te give my papa money siti: 08, too. 


at they used to wh ieper that he would eomble a let. Me used to 
woe a wole lot of men come up to the house suaptines and stay up cost of 


ead: Susptines they would Prey See Oe Fone Saye 4nd onee in a 


: - wlle after one of these big doings Miotuh Snkth would loot worried, and 


ve wouldn't ect no meat and vary -ittle of anything else for a long tine, 
He would ve crabby and beat us for any Little thing. He used to tell my 


papa that he g@ouldn't have a dees Gent until he mode sone erops,® 


A few yosrs before ho left to enter the war the slave omer cane 
into pessession of « store near hig slontation.- This store vae dn Greensboro. 


Bither beeames the bus resa paid or beewuse of another of his eeonoste "bad 


i ™~ 


i Spells’, omersh p of his vlantation passed to a man named Kiuball and ost 
of the slaves, with the exeeption of Bill Austin and one oF two WOLGR «ee of ther 


| twensterzed with the plantation or sold, BALL was kept to do errands ond 
onera, ‘work around the atore, 3 sy 
Bala Lourned much about - operation of the store, with the result 






n Wee faith Loft with the feathers Avag he lott hie wife and BAL 
i pretation, » ite tine eee | used to be aneuned stories 











i Greenwood, "Florida 


. wetepered enone the slaves in the nelighbezhoed ae and who came with thelr 


maatera into the country otore en of how this oF thet slave ron omy, and 
wits the white manpower of the seabion enmgod in mr, remined ot Lanne 
CEA oo vinepet arog : 
‘These ateries always interested mustiin, ‘with the romlt that one 
| gemning he was cbsent shan tie Sith opened the store, Re remined 
emg "eight or nine days, I guess’, before a friend of the Sai the found 
| | aia our Mofon and Uarwatenod thot bo gould Mc} LAL hint if he didn't / 


roturn imreditely. 
ss itthor the thront em. or the fact that in Moeon there were no 
"Realty aidshlo fooilstn?fs to be eaten all day as in the St07e «ae ecusod 


ets } 
SAL set fe 


bin to return. he w0 roundly berated by his mi gtresa, tut finally fore 
"(given ly the vorriod onnan who nosded his help avounl the store more than 
he weeded the contrite promises and effusive declarations that he would 
bona algight for the rest of hig 1ife,* 
ae And he @14 behav} for several whole mnthe, Put: by this tine 
| he ws "a great big bey*, ena he had. eanght sight of a youns wman whe a 
tects hie taney on his trip to taem, She was free hervelf her father ae 
“had vought her freedom with that of her nother a few years before, and aga 
odd Jobs for the white people in the city for a Lbvelathood. Bill had thouchts 
: of going Badk: to Magon, marrying her, ond Uringing her bodk "to york for Mion 
| ous with ino.* He asked remiiegion to fs and was rofused on the grounds that mo i. 
Mg hep we too boty needed at the store. Shéstly afterward he had agsin 
cae, however, knew too mach of hie plans by this time, ond te a A 












5 | | Aout taste to have him apnrehended ia Macon, sis win wk a 2 ' 











gach eroat objections rv the spnrehonsion, ‘elthor, he says, beenuse by this 
tee be hed Losamod thet the young wossm in Magan had no stightoat intention 
| te iv w ber froeton to Join him at Grocnaboro, 

. ee 5 relative of Mra, ‘South eave Austin a event beating on his roturns 

} for» tine it bod the desired effect, and ho stayed at the store and gave 

. no further ‘trouble, lire. mith, however, thought of a vurer plan of keeping 
hiss An Greenaboroy she called him and told hin he sight have his reeds 

: | Ball ‘never attenrted to again Leave the rlaee + although he did not ree 

Ae ootve a cont for hie work ~~o until his master hat dled, the store passed 
inte the hands of one of Mr. Sinith's song, ond the emnotpation ef all the 








La ct m8 a matter of eight or ten years’ history! 
hen ho finally Loft Greene and Hancoek: Counties «= about Tifty+ 








: - tive yeare ago, Ana tin settled in Jackson County. He narrled and began 

the raising of a fomily. At present he has nineteen Living Children, more 
@rondohildsen than he eon agoura ely tell, ami is Living with his third wife, 
ae hone in her thirties, 
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1, Hensy Narvey, old resident of meee County; Greenvoede 
Benny Harveys old rosoot a, @. of Greenwood, Plorida, 
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2. interview with subject. near Groanned, Slerida, (Pare 
—_ 2s Snead 
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“@uide, ro pS “Pritera! Gnit) 
Seen Ny: slp 








i i a a Pe Dai tehanten, Porte, Bonterber 15, 1058, We was the son 
a of nave ond Withienina WAliicma, tho Delonged during the coried of 
. —, be Taouas Royrrd, a rich merchont of Tallchaswes, TWilis 
in on the wma of bia ratomal emmeoarents imt vouockery 

hig | Graniemother ome inaho', Patagiaes, who une dom te visit 
te ttn aftox the Civil tar, 
 Rhemem Haywood, the neater, osnot « nlantation cu in the 
My ‘eountzy @Pon Pallehoasee and kept slaves out shares. he algo oumed 2 
Cada in Oe OY 66 wit on 6 are sMoeory store ont :eofmea howe, 

“Wha det nother, Wibod na, mas the qolk at te town house and 

nonery ond other Light vorlt aswam ‘he plac. 
He doe ot reaoubor how his father 2 samned the Grade, Lat promaues that 
| Mr, Hoyvard at hin under 4 shite cumonter until be had Leiened, “he 
i "fret be onocbore of his father ma that he dia campentiry work, 
: “Ab the tie Whi ie was born ond during Whe eoriy life, even rich 

: + ithe Me. yet aia not have ook stoves. “Thay: teas aothing of 
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"ter basing ont £8 chee wos weod to eet moots e) \ titer fae, The gormon 
. ade utensil mae Dsante a oveny her had 08 










io .; vototed ty oome other Ste SLOAN a. 
atte tis: younser brothers on! sister chile 
tahen. He was never florgod tat ronetved chantiaes 

al ath s ‘of tie, Hays, —* ‘That, be related, we Licht on 
‘89 a ¢ a8 many parents give their c:ildren tedcy. 


| F Maiinioh uh telah Sn Stn Tanne’ cities Woh Maen ikee re 
“paleo tries: aatiy and the Megrosa aare alloved to eat a8 sony om thoy vi chad, 
“The dishes wore mele of in and the drinking vostele ware mate fron oards. 
“Tew shite roopte ht ohina dishes ant sen they akd ronsasa tho> ther wore 
| hing orliged and great @ar0 mag taven of ther. 


ql “The fow other, glares which lr, Heymard kept around the tom bouee 
: tonded the caren ond the mony ehtekons, duke oni geese on the -2aee, 
the )oaeden afforded ait of” ‘the yoget.dles nogesaary for feeding Master 
v aml, hie ently ond elaves, ‘Me aid not object to the slaves ontiar 
ne etc ood green —— on cont orevieions of ala Kinds fren his store 




















EF ils PA caaiy ( } i : 
dag i? 4 yee i, , png ’ ? ‘ 3 
u Lys t- iP) at J » 


Shs monde, shih wore nate of whl, ware ot the enrvect 3120, Gotten 
string twisted right from the vax cotton wad eas into deaired length and 
- paoed tn the moutde first, then hosted tallow ws poazed in until they 
ware filled, the tallow ma alloved te oot and evel, thon thay mora ze 
seedy Hoody for uses | 
a | a those days cotton tid vey omenaive and a substitute for it 
{  -saeagae the whltes used it ca well os the slaves, 
Me ks WALLie rensbors a mon send | (duces who eared cow hides, tis 
‘ “wood bo buy then ond one tine WALLIS citnzed o ov ond todk the ide te 
hin ont cod ity Simigefive ani seventy years ceo ovesyore wed Rovess 
OF eeiion eank thay Bud to Inno choos. the Dinchualth were Leather aprwas 
“anil the hereon ond mies wose leather Gollars, Yo one knew anything about 
mcoaitton dcather for maine shees oo the tanning ef hides Wad & Lie 
‘Have busines : 
| Clothing, during Civil Yor days ond eavly Secouetsuetion, wus 
siorhe as Gompared to present day toga, Cloth woven frou homewpum thevad 
ar the only kind logtees Rak. Swery house of any mote could wast of a 
-— gphineing Gheei ond Loom, cotton, plldked ty alums, wad eleatud of che seed 
"am ora into thea and voven into eleth by thas. 36 gas eoamon ¢o “now 
—~+hew ¢o spin and weave, cove of the eloth was dyed aftorsands wth dye uy, 
 mafle fa Andigo and pole berries, Gone wag Wood in ite mataral color. 
Raton was the main progast of most southern plantations aad the 
L ower usally depended vcon the ineain fia the ele of Bis yaarly exop 
Wo mulsatn ite Reus and uplsep of Lis claws and cabtlo, {t asa aeseouary 
| et oe ee ee ee a eh core oe idvacted 
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ser loth 0 bout wee ose comm an tobs0004 ; ; 
Oat Aevund the toon house Mr. Reyvard mainte nod an atooarhere of | 
hace 18R0, Ho wanted his fantly ond hie servants wold: toned for and 
ed no expense in miking life hapry. 
AS Wallis romenbers the beds wre mie of Slorida moss and faathere, 
‘Boa to vere Isla serese for als'0 and the achrose plosed mpon the boards, 
(on top of the sees mattress a feather ono 228. “laged which made slecring 
oO “vory onctortable, In surmer tho feathor mattress ws o%ten reneved, gunned, 
| “alive L and replaced in winter, Goose and the domy feathers of ehickens wero 
‘saved and stored br Sases teas ati enough wore collected for a mattress 
and Ab wae eonatdered 9 prigo to possess one, 
- | Bvory fanily of note boasted the ounership of a horee and buggy oF 
nn al of eodh, ‘The Lind soet ropwlar during Willis! voyhood was the one= 
“peated offal with « shox’ mero-lihe Dod in the rou of the cost Sone tines 
Ais Gin were ned. The seats were romovable ond eould be used for carrying 
Dagenge or other light veights, ‘The broughem, surrey and landem wore une 
| nom to MALie, | ge 
“ Bofore the Civil» var and during the time the great struccle was in 
‘fall outing, women wore hoop slvts, very fall, held out with metal hoops, 
Pantaloons were worn beneath them and arcumd the ankle ahore they sore 
“gathered very closoly, a raffle edged with a marrow lace, finished then off, 
the valot was ticht fitting basque and sleeves which could be worn long oF 
| to elbon, woze very fall, onen aleo eore their haly high up on thot 
ue headg with frills around the fase, Yegro wren, right after slavory, fell. 
a “into finitating thelr Comer ntstresves ond cony of then cho wore fortanate 
me to aot earloynont used part of thotr earnings for ot least one good 
‘30 we eually sate of wonton  zurd wide, ov eit 































SP Gets boty ‘ Vy, 


"feng tan wadeetonh & sectih' on bephily in wenn othiin emmenphaee 
- things, it mianuotfisee, norey valued at Loss than one dollar was male of 
paper just as the dollar, five dollar or ten dollar balls were, there vas 
! a Gifference hovever, in tho poper repsegenting "change" and not as ach 
care vas token in protesting tt fron being ink tated, the paper Soney used 
for change vos eallod "hin rlaoters® and mach of it fleoded the southiang 
during Civil Mar daya, | 
Mie Bogue @i4 not enlist in the amy to help protect the watt 
; ei00 but nis eldest gon, Charlie, wont, His youncer son wos not old sacagh 
te or. miniis stated that Mr. Beyward did not ao recense he wos in Wasinega 
and was needed at home to look after it. It is not knom ohether Ghariie 
‘woo Htlled ot wat oF not, bub, Willis sald he did not seturn hone at the 
eloce of war, | 
ee : “Then the news of freetoc: cam to thomas lieyward"s town claves £6 
ga9 ‘brought by MeCook*s Covalry, Wallis remembers the uniforms worn by 
‘the northesners sas dari: blue with brass buttons aml the Oonfederates yore 
“erey. Agter the eavalry reached Galichagene, Wey Separated into sestions, 
-— @agh division taking o ditforont part of the town, liegzoes of the howsclold 
were called together ond vere informed of theiz freeden, it ic rencubered 
by naiaie that the slaves were jubilant but not boastful, 
nn ee ee Se oe eee shee que one 


_ fieeatod and used os 3 commissary by the northern any. Shor the war ended 
i ‘he wa devetved of bie slaves and a great portion of his oruer yealth vanished 


‘with thelr going, 
“The Lows of his weolth anid cloves did not bitter itr, Raymarty to the 
an, to won oo Hidharted a tn dae poate 
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| meta» sumed area the oot antactay, ‘Mole daty woe to waine 

tain order within the toc, on eschostra was with the abPG eat Willis 

| seouatorn that thay ove vor ovod maton A Bogro who had been the 

dove of @ mun of Pailuhoose wao a mecbor of the orchestra, Te nano 

| mas Singleton and hs fomae master invited the ovehoatia to eone to his 

_ 29 ani. play for tho famkiy, The Negrood wore cloi to render service, - 

e : #, ond after thot ontertained mary white faxklice in their homo, 

yo southern wokdlers whe votured ater the var a peared to 

A pa ve their dafeat a9 god "sports? and not ao uudh friction bataven the 

apes axtoted ao moka be 2 inagived, ‘The emsclave, while he was glial te ve 
feo, wanton to be alwltered urier the ‘gino’? of his former maoter and 
mistress. in niet cuses they wane hived ty theiy former owmers and pence 

] ) \ i. ‘ avouna the home or plantation. This was true of Tallshasgee, if 

ot of ether sections of the south, ‘7 














Soon after the soko of tho ean:one had dled dom and peophe togan 


 theking of the futwe, the Tegaoos tuned theie thoughts boward edueabion, 
| Bay grasped every opportucity to Lear to read and write, Ughovks were 


a by northern white cupltaliote and unite wosn wese sont Lato the 


 gouttLand to teagh the evlosed boys ofl cise to sued, wite and figusy, 


tg Hegre who nd boos fortunate enough to gain sous haowledge during sla 


“vory onli got @ pesition of school teacher, s a romilt mony pearly prem 
i at pared persons entered the school foou as ‘water. 
———' ENMon HLLAdoma, THILas? father, found wou: ob the old Movids 
Cente ond Feningular Retlead yards ad worked for many years there, 
te sont bts ch:idren to odhool an Aste atwunosd sartahy, 
e ng slavery Tocross attended curd, oat in the Baleony, and 
: wore MULE for them Mechinge ie held naden 



















‘Peas ? 


Mush harbors.” Athor tho 7:7 frame cod log ctmrches oorwek thes 22 laces 


“of worship. eee buildings wove erected Wy whites oho Gane into the south 


end to het tho earotoro, Hogs nen who Glaimed God had galled thas to 
th sorved as ministers of most of the Hoge churches tat often wite 
! Viekted then ond inetrusted thon concern ng the Hibke and siuat 








- Go wonted thas to do Services wore conducted three tines a day ou Sunday, 


- torning at eleven, is afternoon about three ondeat night at eight ofcioct, 
ae the manner of worship was very umh in keeping with present diy 
a ) | | roachors apposed to the enotions of the "flock! and the Cungaree 
ean eragentel aie, Seon, * ‘ai lotute,® lapping of hands, shouting 
| and cen qreaning, Willis romarieed to one white man during his early lige, 
| ~ that ho wondered ty the people yelled. a0 lowly ond the man voplied that 
“fn Phety yoore henee the Hogrees would be educated, know better and wuld 
‘oot ao that, Ho further rerlied that fifty yeara ago the white poopie 
7 “sereomed ond shouted that way, "dblie wonders now when he gees both wai te 
a apd eolored people rospoming to peoaching in omen the eam way ae Sshaiand 
: early Mite ag edaeation has made mich difforenes in many cases, 
Aloe ttach superstition and Lmoronee axiated acone the loess during 
slavery and early reconstruction. Sone vore bags of oulphar saying they 
_ ould ken amy diseace, Sone wore bags of salt and charcoal believing 
; “thet evil spirits ould be-kept away from them, Others wore o silver coin 
: “in their shoes and soe made holes in the ovin, threaded a string thrcagh 
ne at, attached is to the ankle oo Vat né one Gould conjure tise, Gone ho 
thought an cen steht eprinble Ygcofer Got? srouni their Wor ubape 
i wept veny olen | around the door r step in the evening and ailewi no ous ‘to 
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wey escent ends cn cb oa soci oot haw tay wane wend to cure 

aha neance of tila, The Coator gave prastieally the ane kind of modieine 
| for cost aflnents, the unite decters at that ‘bine hod not been séhooled to 

art extent ona sewried nei lelne bose around be the si¢k Foo whieh done 
len SO ak 0 wey fou othar sind of medieines ohaeh they hod. made 
pom teatbe ond rote, Sto of thew oe asad, tonday tat MALLie oald most 

., on thelr nodteinee wane pale, : 

oe “fon years ator the Ctvit vag WRiIAe We joan tot advanced in hts 
pn Aine to the axtont that he passed the goverment  @ttominat on and became 

mi a sottony atl er. Bo ron from i Jhassee to Falatica en River Sanction 














s “he fret Bewo sableuy math ees — to UALLLe" inostodge 
“Fanning fro Tellohosses to Jacksonville, wes Benjenti 
el an chet: fn the S-ciksocville lost orfies was Ga:p rages, fig va 
: ‘ant te prison for rifling the moll, "illic Myers sucessted Paghes ond 
; | Pats MLiLone wnccoded Myce, Villis received @ telegram to coco to 
r Sogcoryh ie to taka Hyorst sess ond shen he ome eaected to stay three 
er four daya, but, ofter getbing hore we zetained pesmanently and rena’ ned 
in the sorvies mii) his vetireuent, 
s Mig Cheat ven fy Talichassee to Zalutioa and Aiver unotion bogsn 
Le 10M ony, Lastod wast 387%, TA 1870 hy oud galled to Jachsorvsito te 
moreet, wyure ond von be yetived forty yoars iater, Rod i1le@ the position 
edt - _— " rotted on o renaton > sit Bo wilh receive wittd 
















a of shich he to 0 maior, ‘y possoueas ait of his fecuitton 
nte jeroation on his Fifty y 
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; Tea, vragen? paogeer ae 
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' Jotinonvhiic, Plerida é 


Yene saaas : | | Shave luvervlcw 


he “Interview ath mils TaLifiems, 1026 Bwerscon Sivest, Teciwouville 
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EB shar oi ed, ‘grey-whichered, black little Shack 

| Thomas ‘ine Sa Oh aon in front of his but on the Old Saint 
 kugustine Road about three niles south of Jacksonville, i038 

Years old and full of humorous reminiscences shout moat of : 
‘those years.To his ‘frequent visitors he relates tales of his 

past, disjointedly sometimes but with a ‘renarkable clearness 

and Gonviotion. 

The old‘ ex-slave does not remember she exaot time 
of his ew, except that it was in the yoor 1934, "the day after 
the end of the Indian Wax." He does not reoall which of she Indian 

wars, but ‘says that it wee while there weve still many Indians 4n 
West Florida who were veryhard for him te understand when he got | 
big enough to talk to them. 


“He wae ‘born, he says on, We erent big oe that 







| b' longed to, Mister Jim Campbell ; I don't know just exactly how bg, 





but there Was a lot of us working on it when I was @ little fe som. # | 
The place was ‘evidently one of the plantations near ‘Tallahassee; | 


‘Thomas remembers that as soon as he was large enough he helped his 





ts and others raise "corn, peanuts, a little b&t of cotton an 











| Slave Interview ete ee 
Martin Richardson ms | Si eee 
South qaokponyslie, Florida ana 


potatoes, squash just rew wild in the woods; we used to ent them 
| when we couldn't get may ae else much, * 
ae the centerinarian remembers his parents clearly; — 
his no ther was one Nancy and his father's name was Adam. His father, 7 
he saya, used to spend hours after the candles were out Hehttne him 
aoe his brothers about his capture and subsequent ‘glawe ry. 
Adam was a native of tne west Coast of Aivica, 

and when sutte a young man was ts ful cutie one day to a large ship 
thot had just come near his home. With ‘many others he was attracted 
aboard by righ} handkorohtets, shawle and other articles in the 
hands of ae seamen. Shortly afterwards he was seaurely bound in the 
hold of the: ‘ship, to be later sold. somewhere in America, Thomas does” 
iknow exactly where Adam landed, put knows that hia father had been in 
Fiorida many years pefore his birth. a6 guess that's why I can't staal 
‘red things now," he Says; "ny pa hated the sight of it,* 

ye ne Thomas spent all of his enslaved years en the Campbell 
‘plantation, where he deacribes pre-emaneipation conditions as better 
than he used. ‘to hear they was on the other places." Campbell himself 


is described as moderate , if not actually kindly. He did not permit 


} hig slaves te be beaten to any great extent. "The most he would giv — 


ies: 
ay 


us was ae ‘ewitching’, and most of: the time we could pray out of th 
ee "But sometimes he would get a hard man working for : 


vee ald man continues. "One of them used to "buck and wa 


yay 


of ie he describes an a ‘punishment used particularly with runaway 





ide") 
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ea ‘bi 
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where the slave would be gagged and tied in a squatting position 
and left in the sun for hours. He. claims to have scen other slaves 
suspended by their thats for varying periods; he repeats, thouch, 
that these were not Campbell» practices. 

| ‘During the yeare before "surrinder", Thomas saw much 


‘traffic in slaves, he says. Fach year around New Years, itinerant | 





"speculators" would come to his vicinity and either hold a public 
sale, or lead the slaves, tied together, te the plantation for in- 
| spection or sale. | . ; 

i a " A whole lot of times they wouldn't sell ‘em, they'd 
just trade tom like they did horses. The man(plantation owner) would 7 
have a couple of old women who couldn't do mueh any more, and he'd | 
svap ‘em to the other man for a. a young une I seen lots of ‘em Liars 
‘that way, and sold for money too." — | ee ae 

| ‘Thomas recalls at least one Indian family that lived 

_ in his neighborhood until he left it after the War. This family, he 
gaya, did not work, but had’ w bite place of their own."They aian't i 

have = to do with DEDOAY 4 though," he adds. 
Others of his neighbors during these early years were LC 

: nbolitionsninded white residents of the area. These, he says would — - 
take in runaway slaves and "either work ‘em or hide fem until they — a 
could 1 try to get North, ® When they'd get caug’t at it, though, theya <7 
take ‘em to town and beat tem like they would us, then take their a 
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Later he came to know the "pu-trole® and the “refugees.” 
of the former, he ee only to sc oe they gave him a lot of 


trouble every time he didn't have’ & pass to leave- "they only 


Erte nae 7 te em 
ee a a ee 


give me one twice a week," — and of the latter that it waa they 
who induced the slaves of Campbell te remain and finish their crop 
after the Emancipation, receiving one-fourth of it for their share, 
He states that Campbell exceeded this amount in the division later. : 
: After *surrinder" Thomas wae bie relatives remained on the 
Campbell place, working for $5 a month, payable at each Christmas, | 
He recalls how rich he felt with this money, as compared with the 
ether free Necroes in the section, All of the children and his mother 4 
were paid this amount, ne states. | | | 
The old man remembers very clearly the customs that prevailed 
both before and oftee hie freedom. On the plantation, he- says, they 
niedy faced actual want of food, although his meals were plain. He = 
ate mostly corn meal and bacon, and squagh and potatoes, he adds 
‘Send every now and then we'd eat more than that." He doesn't recall 
| exactly what, but says is was on, lote of greens and \. salbage and 
-syrul, “and sometimes plenty of meat too.” : 
His mother and the other women were given white cotton — 
he thinks it may have been’ duck- drannes "every now and then", he | 
"states, but none of the women really had to confine themselves to 
white, "cause they'd dye tom as goon as thye'd get ‘em.* For dye, he 
says they would boil wild indigo, poke berries, et some tree 


_ fer which he hag an undecipherable name, | ay | 
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Suawunio’ penyes did not have to go barefoot— not during 
the colder months, anyway. As goon as winter would come, each 


one of the was given ecpadr of ‘bright, untanned leather "progans,* 


a would be the envy of the yicinssy- ‘Soap for the slaves was 


the Aseagiie He worked, he’ says, "in such towns ae Perry, Sarasota, ; . 


, under the bridge." (Probably Key West, 1) 


; Oaks. I worked for all of them, but I worked for Mr, Bowden ‘the long 





made by the women, of the plantation; by hater ay ‘eockle-burrs, black= 
(ae wood and other materials, then adding the accumulated fat of 


the past few weeks. For light they were civen tallow candles. Asked 


if there wae any certain time to put the candles out at night, Thomas 


answers that "Yr, Campbell didn't care how late you atayed up at night, 


just so you was. ready to work at daybreak." 


The ex-glave doesn't renember any feathers in the covering 


for hia pallet in the corner of his. eabin, but says that Mr, Campha t+ 


aqways provided the alaves with blankets and the women with quilts. 

; By the time he was given his freedom, Thomas had se i 
several trades in, addition to farming; one of them was carpentry. 
When he eventually left his $5 a nent job with his master, he began 


travelling over the atate, a practice he has not discontinued until 
Clearwater and every town in Florida down to wnaae bat ocean coes 


He came to Jacksonville about what ey believes to be half 
a century AZO. He remembers that it was Never 90 long before the : 
fire" (1901) and "way back. there when there wasn't but three families _ 


over here in South Jacksonville: the Sahds, the Hendricks and the 


\ A 
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The reference, de to R: Le ‘Bowden, whom Thomas claims aa one of 

“hte sixes, enployers in thie seetion. | Las ae 

a (| The o14 man has 28 children, the eldest of those — 

| liviee, Awoking older than Thomas himself. This "child" is fifty-odd 
years, He hag ‘been married taree tines, and, chia now with his 


50. dal ola wife, 
in front es hie shack is a huge, apreading oak 


tt y 
Hs 4 WH / Hoe, 


tree. He says that there were three of them that he and his wife 
ten ea when they first moved to Jacksonville." That ore there was 
80 “Little that I used to trim it with my pocket-knife,® he states. 
The tree he. jpentioned is now about twoe and-a-half feet in diameter. ) - 
4 | A Right after my first wife died, one Ot.. ‘them trees 
withereay tie old man tells you. ny did all I could to pave the 
other ‘one, st pretty soon it was gone too. I eager this other one, 


is voting: ‘for me,” he laughs, and pointe to the remaining oak. 


Wy 
ae y 


i Thomas protests that hie heelth is excellent, except 
fer njust ‘a Little haze that comes over my eyes, and I gan't gee 
80 good,” He. claims that he has no physical aches and anes Despite 
' the m re shan a century ide voice is lively and his hearing. fair, and 
: hie deaize for travel still very nach alive. When Anterviewed he hed , 
just completed a trip to a daughter in Clearwater, and would have gone 


tabthe ten ‘thet, but my gon wouldn't send me no: ) fare like he pront een | 


Bb 
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=. any, essay suitnten there were people known, a8 Sign or 
| Tradere” who ‘used any subterfure to cateh Negroes and sell them 
“Ante elavery. There was one Jott Davis who wae known, ae a pros, 
- feasional Migs ‘er Trader,” his elave boatl diieves th the slip | 
| at Maryland and Jett Devie and his henehmen went out looking for 
_— thetr victime, Unfortunately, nie mother Anna and his father. 
ome eouglit one night ond were bound and gagged and taken to. | 
. gett Davie! beat which wan waiting An the harbor, and there they 





we were pat Into stooke, The boat atayed ain port until it waa load- 
in ed with Megroea, then ‘sodled for Feria where | Davis dteponed of 
oe hie hunon eargo. SO a 


| Douglas Dordey's | Parente were gold te Colonel 








demon dobnaon eae oe WEG 
South | Tokgonvtio, Florida, ae 


iy 


4 ‘colonial ‘type whion mae 5 quite prevalent dirtns that period, 
: The colonel had won nie title boeause of his participotion 
ae ‘tn the Indian Wax in ‘Florida. Me veo the ¢yoioal wealthy 
: southern gentionan; and. was very kind to hie plaves, Hia 
< wife, however was was just tho opposite. She wo.9 exceedingly moan, 
t bad sould easily be termed a tyrant. : 3 ne 
as : . There were several ‘ehidldren in the tintadr family 
a al and thet nome and < puraatinaiaal were logated in Senannes veda | 
7 eal Florian, , 
a a a . ‘Douglas! pexents esratnsnigned to their taska, his 


Si 


oo “nother Wan house-nasd and hia father wan the mechanic, having = 
| learned thie vrade in Nerylond. as & free MAN» Ghaxriie and Anna. 
hod soverai children and Douglas was among them. When. he beoume 
large enough he wae kept in the Matair home to build fires, a8 
olet in serving moale and other chores, 
Mere. Matair: being a very eruel ronan, would whip the 
. eleven herself for any miedenesnor. Doracy rogalie an Aneident 
| that io herd to obliterate from bis mind, it is ae followa: 


é 


‘Dorsey's mother wae oalled by Ura. Matadir, not ‘hearing her, she - 
continued with nox aubies, auidenly ira, Uatair burst out in a 

ot i | frenzy of anger over the woman not anawering Anna explained 

that she did not hear her onli, thereupon ira, Mataix seized a 

large butcher knife and struck at Anna, attempting to ward off th 









blow, — ‘pecnaved a long. geek on the axm that daid her up for 





tome Atos ae a 
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“for one times Young Douglas won a witnene to this brute. 
"treatment of nie’ nothgz and he at that nonevt made up hie mind 
to kil. his ndatress. He Antended to put ‘strychnine that wae used 
te kina rate into hex of fee that he worldly served. her. Foxtuns tem. 
- ly fevedan oame bei saved him of thie act which would have reoulted | 
in aie death, a 
Oe ‘He relates another incident in regard to hie min~ 
tress ae foliowst To hie nother and, father woe born a little baby 
“poy, whows. oenplexhan woo rathor light. lire. Matair at once began 


© mal Colonel latair as re i i father of the child, Naturally 





the eolonel denied, but Mra. Mateir kept hearaee cing; hin about it une 


Pee tan he finally agresd to his wife's deaire and gold the ohi ld. 1t 


was taken from ita mother's breaat at the age of eight montha and — 


- auationed off on the fires Gay of January to the highest bidder, 


‘the ohild was bought by a Captain Ross and tekon neroee the Suvannee 


: River nto Hamilton County. Twenty years later he Wan located by 


_ family, he was @ grown man, married and forming. 

4 Young Doug ad had the task each morning of carry ing 
the Matair children's books to school, Wilide, boy of eight would 

teach Douglas what he learned in echool, finally Douglas learned ! 
‘tho alphabet and numbers, In some way lira. Yetoir learned that — 


Douglas wae learning to read. and write. One moxning, after breakfast 
cama hex aon Mite to the dining room where she woe seated 





moe 
fa, (| 
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ie 


ae a kind weod at that time, and ogan aaice the alphabet 





i “4 numerals ag for as ten. Holaing the paper up to Douglas, she 
a aeked him if he nee what they were; he proudly anawered in the 
-— afftznative, not auspoeting anything. She then aaked’ hin te name 


he deters and numerale, which he dia, ahe then anked hin to 


| mite them, which he did. Then he revohed the number ten, very 
speed of hie easing, he etxuck him a heavy blow Boreas the. 






| yy saying to him "Te I ever oateh you making saaviae figure 
anywhere 111 eut off your right ae» ® Naturally pouglae and 
also her aon Willie "ere much ouxprised ae each thought what had 
been done was quite an achievonent. She then oolied Moriah, the 
- aodk to br ing a rope and tying the two of them to the eld colonial 


“post on the front. poreh, she took 4 ghadr and oat botwoen the two, 


whipping than on thedr naked packs for euch a time, thet for two 


mooks their elothee atuck to their baoke on the lagerated flesh. 
3 To ease the goreness, Wiilie would steal grease from 
the house and tomather = would elip into the jam and grease 


‘cis other's backs. * 


oy 


io 


he to plantation Life, Doraey aaa tat the Pere 
lived io quar ters eepeoially budit for them on the plantation, 
‘They vould leave for the fields at foun up and remain until moune 


ee dom, ® stopping only. for a meal which they took. along with thep. 






_Inotoad of having an overseer. they had wat wae enlloa 


¥ 
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a nariver* vy the ‘name of Jamureys mie duties were to — the 


el ae ‘elaves together in the noxning ‘and ace that they went to the 
“fields and Apoigned them to their taske. Ho ‘worked aa the other 
“slaves, ‘though, he had moze priveliges. He would atop work 
7 ot any time he plessed and go axound to inapect the work of the 
. “others, and thus rest himaolf. Yoot of the orders from tho master 
were Aneued to him, The exops goneiated of pes yete corn, care and 
pens, which wae raised in abundange, 
a When the glavesa left the thelds, they eataieak to 
their eabine and after ne and outing of theix evening 
| mead they gathered around a Cabin to aing and moan Bones acasoned. 
< with African MELOY + Then to the tune of an old fiddle they danced 
ee dance called the "Green Corn Dance" and "Cut the Pigeon wing.? 
"Sometimes the young. en on the plantation would alip away to vied 
8 gird on another plantation. If they were caurht by the ‘"Patrole® 


while on theae virite they would be lashed on the me vacks aa & 


H ear 


o~ 


"penalty for this offenne. 
| ‘ot whipping post was used for. thie purpose. A9 soon 
ae one slave was whipped, he wae given t he whip to whip his bro the: 
plave. Very. often the iashos would bx ing: blood very soon from the- 
oa already Asoerated akin, mut thie (G4d not ae | the dashing until one 
ind 3 rovsived their due number of lashes, 






/ Qocamtonaily the slaves we & @ ordered to church to hear 
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rf “ts ariverto wife who gould ¥oad and write a Little would teil 
A ae them thot what the mini stor eaid "was 2h) hion.® | 
ae oe Douglas exye that he wid never forcet when he was 
















14 years of BGO, when one ‘evening ho woe. bold te go and 
the: driver to have aA, the elaves cone up to the house; 

s yn the entire hoat of about ass alovea wore gathered ‘there ail 
eitting around on atunps, sone standing. The eolonelts aon was 


savas moved ap he tora them they wore froe. — thoy | i 








X x 


on the , plantation, 
i the slaves’ ware happy at this sical on they 3 hod ai 


“been awaxe that thege had been B war going on. None of them novopt= 
ed $e offer of the solonel to romain, on they were only too ead: 






to deaver the oruelties of the Matedr plantation, | : 
a ae ne ‘Dorsey?o father got a job with Judge Carraway of Su- 









oes where: he worked tox me year. He Antex howesteaded 4) eeres 
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: oe 
| Dorsey? father diod in Suwannee County, Florida when Dougine 
wom. a young man and then he and hie mother moved to do itneten, 
‘Florida. His mother died goveral years ago ote yipe old OED 
Dougias poraey, oged but with o olear mind iivea 
: with sii daughter in etic Glen. 
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Toy had ro gine one. room quertore modi of 10s mhich woe | qolte 


 Annignt floant in compez igen with tho vada thod, Doxtor nonetons te 


slaves. woud ardose onry each MOFNANE » boing awakened by © *arivor 
Danks wan a mite many and by *oun-up* vould be a% thear recpective 








ak sa aiken they rere not foread to 
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Bee os 
vals, : eooksne and allan. His not! 
and constantly harmessee ‘tho *itenus® about let 


renent any noot of her - feonde donvendante hawe none aptaity | 


“Cooking, me nob done dtreot 








Gorn | wae often Boonted in ¢ the mtmioke tr care wee a obs 
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Le ) B00 need wae ‘nnd from . toxtng hickory 


= . oontedning eronee. Tle wan bolic 4 for © eortnin time and then 


ho Good. The remit wae 9. pot full of aoft aubateanes vorying in 
from bale Ate to yollon, thin wae ‘onllod bubs atioe Tie wee then, 
ato bare ae donired LOF UPC. 
| Pox Y dyeing thread and « cloth, roa ook berk, eraat 


end ohee moke roots more posed in it aie The wooh tube 


a, about = youre of age “vhon ner ror okaxte becare 
for ‘women. During ~— the Somily ony used slote 





Hotegee we geod wh wer 





wiay 
n teok 


id: 


| wothor who wan minim on the sont rath sim 








® polling mont of 


efi 


ne dary ¢ 
otting 
) , donot. plnecd the 
naps bow: + & ph oe of dnnd An Aown 


| 


une of otente t bonxda. There they res 








4 


Be 


thet tines T.. orons, the gaint Sohne 


E Passencore ) a to a od “ee 


ese tere near nvone nie ; poonde sine ‘tho Banot= 


mes 








Eek 


Slave Interview 
- November 6, 1956 





ae 


A 
is 
Shree 

U 

ig . 

i 





5 


of oxenlaven whe oan give & oleas ploture — 
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. mo father » wan Also 0 maattoy puzehisned fron . 


plantotion, , a 1 te oe 
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ane new aatvo are musattoors ee eS 

Nee the Loves ware ‘originally of vir: “ange and. aia 1 not 
| ty oa proporty in Georgia as they hod an Vincinin. Rebecca 
atinate the nurbor of "slaves on ‘this plintation mp teaching 
r ) then CT | | : 
ey wore trontod kandly and. erway wy turnin, ni overt 


he 


he whin “of . maater and niatrens oho nome none sae atin 
bas “atepoottions. ThOxe WAH nO ‘Sariver® OF oVeracor on thd 
oo ntation, | ae "01a fon wna dewid enowsh hineelf. when he wanted 
aay" Observes Rebeoos, Thile sho never felt tho full force of hie’ 
i Y orusltios, ohe eften goat norry for the -othor alavos who vere elven 
ae a task too heavy to be oonpleted in the given elmes thin dodiporati 
ae aes 20 that the master might have rome @xeuse to vent hia pontup ih 
| i “feelings. Puniohrient T2.8 nivaya in tho form of a severe mb agpang ° 

‘Fevoantion of % navels privilege, such as viel tine other ee 

‘tone ates 

| | The Lowen wore not monty ‘and as mae nesennary fox 

them: to raieo and manufooture aa many things on the plontation an 
a pesednies slaves pohied, from ery morning nts night an the orn, 


es 
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ie: Ware BARS 1G Se 


0 the wore, foe % thanwelves,  cnindnd tgg io Wir lume alowery 
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~.. snd hex buaband ware auong thoas why Regt the 


Hon, ‘hey share-avopped on vacdeus plantations untid they 
to Whorida, which io nOxe thon eisiy youn Meee Bo beaoe* ae 
band diad aawterte yoars. age ond ohe new dives vith bee deughtorny ae 
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hee os ane very proud of hee 
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a Bolden maa wie ‘porn in &: ‘nine, ploride, ee 
oF a autue tom in Jefferson County, ot Pebruwy dagh355 5° : io 

: i the gon of Rifeod, ad Tins Wold. The fadis wa wece ihe 
ae ‘ploven af Thome Lenton, onnar of aoventy=five or &. 
oe hundrad DLawWAds ware the panonts of trenty-one Gnidia : . 
fhe falls ,who were bern ‘wfors slavery worked on tho lasee 


plantation ox Lanton whieh cated severed primer dy te sie : 





: growing of gotten and oorn and ssaondartiy to the grovine 
fe of tobaage and pumpin. Lenton woe vorr good. to his _ 
a ores and nevar wh’ pped thon UnAcee it me absolutely 
nessnsarye which waa seldom’ He _peevided thom with paenty 
a ot food and clothing, and abvayn sew to £6 thit their enbine 
were liveable. Ho war onrofus, however, te soe that toey ae 
--Feeekved no edusntions) training, tot di net intersore with I 
/ | theie religious ents The siives we @ pomektted te sitond i 
= emron mith thoiz motors te hear the white prongher, aid 
“Pasrplonaliy the master qupnovediy unebsknom to the eleven 
‘ “have. aR itinorant t colored nintoter Prove to the ceulania 























Berea yarreal’ . ae co 
Live ins Poros ao 






‘ Cnrioste uAtehald Mazin, one of trenty 
anda: ren born to. shaphord and Lusinds Mitchell, cightye 
tHe yosre ago, was a slave of Judge Wilkerson, ons a lnege 
plantation in Bixteon, Ploride, a Aktthe town nonn Hodieon. mek 
_ Shopherd Mitohoss wae & wagones: whe hauded shiskoy fron 
. Newport Nowa, Virginis for hie owners A Lkoreon ne very 





| eruel and neid thom 4n genstant fear of hime Ho would nos | 
ce a “pornit thom ‘*o head religious meets: nge or any ot! cS) kinds 

| of meo tings, bat “thoy fre uontly. not in aecrot ‘to sondust 

- Peligious aorvionn. ‘Thon they wole aaught, the ha instigatorat 
7 known oF muspectete wore sovorely flogged, Charlotte roonlle 
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So 
le 











ne w1. 9 Ue er pego 3 
stig Fervoal . RO ire Unb ee ae !  * FEO 
ive Oak, Pieridae ee ager 





ny i 


4 oe - Whlkoroon founa i vosy profitable to raino 
end ola stevone Ho selected the > otrengost arid beat mele 





i shove whe , eat ‘the 5 highest peioee mo tho slave markets. 
‘gonatines bea master hinsolt had soxund velctiona with hie ~~ : 
pe: oa woe, for tho produate of eiooerenstion were vory 
| Remuneestive. These offeprings Fore ses donend ae house Bo 








oa - Agtor slavery tho  Watohelza began to eoparate, 
| a few of the ohddren rommined with their parente and eked out — 
these Living fron the cote During thie periled Charlotte “bere A 
te attract attention with her herb GUEEDs Rosters aout’ her 
out when they wer a atumped by a ftout oneads she came to 
o : “ive Onk to anne @ for an old colored woman and upon whoae death 
: ohe wre given the ronants house and property. Por many yeore : 
ehe has reaided in the old shack, faring, noking quilte, and : 
| - preetioing how herb dectoring, She hao outlived her hushed tes 
i mon aho bore tre ohildrens fez daughter ta ‘foobler inded- her 
haz romedicn oantt eure hort 
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- @aave Intorview _ 
Alfeed Pacreli 
mag cata — 


“boston, 2 corny ‘nna rice sore the met pretsets 


Grom en the Donakdoon plantation, Obes also ap eon, : and 


from i ake promot coffee wie mnae. The plaves arooe with the 
mun to begin theke ‘tsoke in = fields and worked untid duok. re 
? ney ware heaton oy the overeser ag ‘thoy dared to rent ‘thomeedvens 


re anand of cunt ohe: ont 0 ‘toe arush ox povere to bo infiloted 


ae ee 


ene thooe eae iad spese ce Proquontly = thighs or f the male 








ae 








a oa ; ne fran zomambex a the coming of the Yonkeor and | 
“tho destruction ‘wrought by thoty Appoaranas. The soddieve stripped a 


aide a eer 
(Bees haa Eee 
‘Mave Oak, Plex ign ee 


nit 







i Jona daien rte wife commit! bod 
natn boone « of the orveaty not onty to the cloves tut to 


aot 






ah they rood. oad their owns On gunday afternoon some of tho” 
stavoe yore aont for: to entertsin the comady and ite rucetaes 


“the plantation ownoxa: of their nesta, voretnblesa, poultry and the 
“Ako. Hany plantation ewncre $e ok thoix own lives fn deoperation, : 


— they Lect no tine in losving hie plantation whieh he ad for 
| them only ‘unple asant menor done Sareh anne to Florida. thin tyefive 
yearn OBO. ‘She has been married trtoo, and ie the pother of ten. 
_ehdddron,, otgnt of hom are living. Sis ae cae 





2 








o Donna: aon kept his sieves neve. a sontha after Libore bion vesina 
defied ther to me rtton froodem ts hime Whon ng aha five thon from 5 





iit 


ae ok {ely 
2 Pema RE 





with: Bo den Well, lieing near 
in the Enatern acation of 


. 


mad & ith. Charlotte Martin, living 
gi ge eg rioan Mothodint. Tplacopad, 
in the Esetern scotion of Live ek | i 


gorah Ross, 4 ving noar Groater Bethe’ Agsionn 
Mothodtst fpiscopal ‘Church, Live Oak, Florida 
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Rt : fe ie Save ae _ 
Pe Oa Nie: ber 15, 1936 
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Hens Madrey wa cadet on her porch erooning “oft nly 








Wet the Pind me awaying her oheir. Mor oyon rere alored, 
in “Aner odibiy Old ond vorkworn were slowly fold ling and 





olaing on her lap, Ce S 













He Sho distoned quietly +o the interrioverta rewuest use 

uae of. the "high lighter of hor life and fineliy oxolnimods 
Monte why ny you Look anon the Lavine fer tho hieh lipntat® 
There -ao nothing renontful in. thie exp crnion; only 

1. oe pations wearinene of one who hae boon dragged through the 





_ boundsriee of = yortorday from whieh he roe inneparnble and 






gatapulted inte a prosent with which he han nothing in Common 
_ Aftor being neeured that hor iife otory wan Of real interont i 
te nome eno ohe warmed ‘up and talked quite hianond of the Lite 
and 4 tines go they oxiated in hor day. 


f 







Tow old rae one? fhe sana guite frenkiy that ee 


















Slave sihetrisn 
Pear. Rondoiph | | 
acme Piorida — 









very kina to ) thom. rt as on menos that ne wen BOTT. 
manda m Medeay tn one of #00 pea 
. x ise biting etnae Ananda gould renonbor. 


















ar ce to the taes of rhostna ana isan. G%. vats oe 
‘tnd ronson’, tales ocormmon to. the ‘Te: re today. Little Mandy volseves 
to this any that hors oan eeo the wind and that ali animaln tok | 
a tke mon on Cheiotmas morning at o certain Samee Children vere molen 
foot and pearl buttone around thelr nocke to ineure oney toathing — 
and had their lesa bathed in a conaoation of maap neat and vinegar 
“Af they mere alow about lesrning to wade Thin wan eupposed to 
a atvengthen the woak Limba. Tt was @ oormon eccuronee to aoe 8 chile 
| Qf tro oF three yonre @ti21 nurcing at the mothers braset. Tolx 
| masters encouraged he shaves to do > thie, thinking it mode atrong . 
— ‘and tooth. : 
as Ohrintnne tine ¢ ~ elawe a>ildren add troupe 
Sthrintmss qifer to 
nted. oifts eonnln 
wae Avaya some us 
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We ah ae 
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ey 
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The Pomold. slaves had a Nor ro minteter who. ould old 


’ 


; the wo wk of the otoae seven to was not ovate + so 40 ) nad nontnd 


if 








_ » oxoeptio pany mood eook and 20 


‘bite: vont on in. puch the Aamo manner for Annndat e 
fondly except that the ohi laren attended achool whose nwt ite 
or instructed them: from & "blue book Mebater.® Anandn wee a 


Young, woman but ahe managed to onan to rend m ait thee Lever bey. 


ool Senghexs Bho followed mush the nao routine | ne the o 


oe 
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vi 


ee up wath | the 5 poatts 





ast netined 





waater who a onved tro or three 
He 


sia vats but ten Wogroy thinks thir An the 


“she weed, to the brond.® 
Her nueband and shilaren axe naa dane | an 


on with e & } nhooe: who de no daager young horvedt. ‘zounetaneos 


ton sod set blind, Bhe a acome hopotest selking of ‘the pant 


A) 


‘At prevent ahe lives: on eo 








First and Naeon 
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a oo “Towseber: 





"Dunes Gaines, ‘the aon rat Ceorre an asta ieinee 
me bern on & plantation in Virginia on Maroh if, 10 i+ To 
waa ene of four ehildren, oi) fortune te enough to rennin with 
thot ‘paronte until maturity. They were pod many tinoo) but 


hasta ' 
f ts hi: 





- paeen ‘Gsines boot ronemboxa the master oho woo known an fold 
ae | On thie chidaeln were about 80 alaves, ae toiled 
all day in ‘the cotton and sobnoce fields and eane hone at dusk 

ay to ‘ook ieiy mneale of @orn pone, oollarde and: aveot ‘potit 6008 On 

: “the heartha of their one room cabins. Biscuits wore baked on erecta 

_ eacantona by plaeing hot coals atep the dixon topa of Long Legged | 

| feying pans oniied opiders, and tho potatoes were roxated an the 

- nohoo, Likewina the corn pont. Thedr moatoxe boing nore or lone kind, 

there We ° pork, chicken, oyxup and other fooantuffe thet shey wero 

Bliowed to radae as ‘their own on a onal HO020» This work Og often, 

done. by the Aignt ox a toroh at aight an they had | Atle tine of 

- | their one In thio wy einvoo earned money for onndd lnxurion and: | 

thes one arbi thou sonetinen saved A enough money to buy ‘thot fr00 




















Slave: “pusisvion 


mae 1 ani e Wa is ali ORES Pe Raia my one tg e ney aia ight Si ee WaAa: 
lias 2) Aa ; s ware 
Sarat t ’ ny Shes Bhi 
a ¥ ior t} f < ' , f Lt < A . 
: 5 Ar as Vea; : f ‘ 


— Florian 


ig 


it “the onrly date of Duncan ron iaities. and hoppy. With the 
_ exception of, ourrying water to the labosexe and. running errands, 
he haa dittie to aoe Mont of the time of the olawe ohidaren van 
pont in playing bead and renting and foraging the weode for 

| “pesrice and, fruite and playing Camen as. other ehii: ARENs They ware 

eften jetnea an their play by tho mooter's children, who tought 

“thom 0 road ‘and write and fired Duncan with tho onbition to be 
te + 90 ¢ tint he eoula *voar 9. fi12 on his eo2ax ‘and em « pois 

: of ‘hoon that did not have brass ene on the toeo#and require the 
application of fat to make then shine. Tae ee 4 





Tonring ‘MMe shoes shined ay) oxpanined above and & 
ii woares “homespun must dyed with ok bask, indigo or poko berries, he 
" ‘went to omen on sunday afternoone at ter the whites hed had their — 


ae ‘gorvices and Laetoned to sermons doiiversd by white minintere whe ! 


; ig. taught ebediones te their eOOtORG. Aster the noRVAGOM, mont of tho 
a slaves mould roneve thedr shooe and garry them 4n their handa, a8 
se they, wore unngcuntoned $0 — aneoe gacot wm yeaa 


Bay! 
t Lee: 
uh irate 4 : 


a by ox r these eaotnes and peopare for Sunday? services, Ala alavon wore 





: : * me to aD ae on m evieny mornings ae @doan ae poseibie wath thot 
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PAS bishin 
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+ yea 
x rte | 
cS y 
ra \ 
( ee 
1 ~ ‘ 
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: ae ahs 4 
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OYA that | he had over AGO gs 





“father wan the piantation bineker ith ay Duncan iiked to ‘hock on a8 . 
_ pleweharon, singae trees, horee hoon, ese Wore turned out ox ohare 
| . a , emed, His mother was atwong, and hoadthy, 00 ohe toiled all day in 





- the fields. Dunoars aavayea LAntonoa tor bio rotherta return from the . 
| field, whieh bor.) hers ied by o ong, no matter how tired eho wha. she : 
“was vory fond of hor ghiddxon and did net shage the attitude of many 
“lave: mother whe thought of theds: ohiddron ae belonging sololy to 
thes miotaras Bhe Lived in eorate gt rene ‘that: mad A me — 












Shogters 
Shara 























AE OE “AMetonea to tho tales 
| ) ananan aterhon and mudh 


an out ten out and payne ead. Poe ‘titchon.® 

@Aldron wore tora that wibdes | ware dug out of treo 
Ma wore gonoreaty nando. to fotmt upe Ay *%) oy quaation ad 
on 6 about auah matteres ee re 











7 “prlonont conerations Tho A wna “omoh toate ‘of £ heotocken® ee nayene 
an for a tong time without ret tine relie? from herd. modioinen oe 
ae * so. be "fixeae or outforing fron none on that hie fothar 


and 3 sononbors the 2 nae tines whtoh follonsde He ana ws 1a 
“ohh iron attended nonsons provided ll ‘the Frooteont Ma and. other 


Woy oh crammed ceuake 





oo ighred Se foodotnsts + wore Lot dorm inte the 


a oop _ Shoes wore made from Leather toned by. outing 


co women euvine ‘902d or late weathers ening. and “apinnine mah : 
: special alave. vonen wha wore ‘ee old to work in the ‘flohans ot! nore 
made. ‘the oloth inte garnonte. Everything ma gone by hand excopt whe - 
pmurien inported by to woedthy. | Se 
: Pe. Duncan fmsneo in now a widonor and. fast becoming tetra 
He ceari thin non fang heat ane | with bore toleranae and fool 


Tenlaied 








. interview with Dunoan Guinea, Seoend ¢ 
Training Sshool, fost NOCROC “iadng 








glave Interview 
Manuary 80, 1907 


Te me one at 49 slaves: potencing to one Sonn Dukeas 


ne BANGOGs ie Parente wore Ages 
“and 4 taste pikes, ‘oth porn ¢ on this plantation, he thinks. Ae 


ther “re . denaeny Ye ser nore remsinet 4 te — done ee mee 





U fy od 
- " 
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ype ot 
i ? 


G 





- Biave eedreiae 
4 Randolph 


a . oak wood. and allowed to oes in a quotity of grenae that had 
: 8100 boon eaved for the PUEPOOE g then bodied into aoap,. 
The aotton WG gathered in bage of bomx cxnes and 


k : Aopoottes in baskote woven wath atrips of white oak shat had been | 


artes in the aun, : | 
ae | Wdde rononbors ‘the tine when nt . pave on the plas tatsor a 
‘ a oeonped and wont nor ts fee Adve. This man manarad to eonnunient i@ with, | 
his fondly nom@how, and ae me mhispored about that ho wan "diving “ 
vory high® and sotundly saving monay with high to buy hie furdiys flo 

goang to anthe, hie fired aid the shaven with an — : 








me to buy hie mother | ® 
mation & ae ner and. ahe was 


E meetings war ; the Gaye 
r arte ‘ the laren ware onaied, in frem the fields 
“Ashore ao bhey: en ald hold there proyor meetings 
Goa t for the nate return or shotr master. 
‘the neater hel not re turn after the war and when the 
in bine Game through that acotien the frightened women woxe 
ay dopendent upon theix alaven gor protection and Livelihood, 


Ca of those aisok man shone ® doysity ‘te shear naa maatera te freoaon 


After the ror Miidiot Father was ‘one. of thone to rm 
with hin widewed nintrene. Other renbere of hie fondly dott ae 
a8 Atay rere frood, avon hie wife. ‘Thay: time Benained ecporated 












‘hoes Vehaeviane 
Peak Pondelph. 
“tndlten, caadaees 







i 
ey 


ontaren, the persen an ohare had gor @ abe 
“thon busily aneaged in ptokti | 
the one gathering the noot fenthe 
‘Sonotines later the overncor returned, to find & dosen oeee thats 

4 had deen stripped of ala the feathers, Thoy hed beon told to plok 

: only the nin fenthers: ‘bengath the wings and about the ‘podies of the 
7 pe0me. aed "o guess ohet hopponed to the over anbi tious andldrent 
fle had heard of foe long before he looked upon 4¢ 
and he ony thought of it ag another wild experiment, Byh buy joe, 7 
when waternolons and butter gould be ley down inte the well te keop 


there would receive a piege of Money. 








a Tetiet eee, 





eo? 

One ef Willie! happiest nonente wae when he onaned 
| - pnowgh noney to buy nie fires pod or patern leather ahoon. To poms ce 
M “9086 5 paid of stoxe bought shoes had been hie enbitien since he was 
‘ - ohiid, when he had te shine ‘the ahoer of his master and those of 
S - the magtorts children. 
| | He noxt omed & horace end buggy of which he wae vory 
proud. ‘This inorenned his popularity with ‘the girls and bys anda bye 
he was married to Mary, © car with whom he had boon roarOd. 
. Tobody a wae ouyeriaed. wt bmi —€ Ur. Dukes. *ile Be ond Sietiand 
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Field Worker — Y - 7 Se ave Interview 
«Compl e te . 2 oe come 12, 1937. 
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“Matilde Brooks, 78, whe Lives in Nenticelle, Ma-, was 


a onee & elave of @ outh Cayehine governor. , 





7 
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Mrs. rook « was born in 1887 er 1880 ia Sagefiela, beGe 
lier parents ware Hovkine end Narraat inex, and at the time of 
: the birth oF thet Amenter wore i aves om a Latge plantae 
‘Rion bbe) onging w Uoverner frank SOONG. on thie plentatien 
were raised cotton, corn, potatoes, tobaece, peuw, wheat stad, 
truck preduéts. As soon as Matilda Has Large enough to go. 
inte the fields she helped her parents with the farming 


The former slave deseribes Gevemer Yickens as being 
‘very good’ to his slaves. Me supervised them personaly, 
although official, duties often de this difficult. He 
saw to it that theiy quarters were comfortable and that they 
always had aufficient food. When they became i11 be oo ub d 

“himself doeter en them with pills, castor 042, tuxpentine — 
and other wemedlese Their dic* ~- sisted Large.y of po tee | 
teen, 8020 OF Gath, BY PUP» greens, peas, and oceasionsily hei oy 
_ fow und ether meats oF poultry. Their chief boverage was | 


' geftee made frop naraned GOFMes 


od 
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Slave interview 
#afred Farrell tt ae 7 
Mentigello, Fide , Page 2 
‘Binge there were no stoves during slavery, they cooked 
their foods in large iron pots suspended from racks built a 
into the fireplaces. Fried foods were prepared in iron ' opie 
dors, Large shih pans wi th Legs. These pans were placed 
+ over hot Goals, ‘oe the seaseT tn yas done with salt which 
| they secured from evaporated see waters After the feed was — 
fried and while the coals were still glowing the fat of oxen 
and sheep was mo tea ty make Gandl He Any @rease Lert over 
was put inte eB large box, te be used later for soap-makings | 
om Lye for the soap was obtained by parses @ ak ashes 
| an a barrel and pouring water over ‘then. | se Geox standing for 
: eivera days e- until. the ashes had decayed 2 oo asain were 
drilled into the be ttom of the barrell and the liquid drained 
off, This Liquid was the iye, and it was then trickled inte 
the pot inte which the fat had been plhaged. ‘The twe were 
- a oe then boiled, aid after cooling cut inte squares of soap. 
| _ Water for cooking anid other purpe ses was obtained from 
a well, which alse@ served as “ refrigerator at tines. Mae. 
tilda does net redall weeing ice until amy yeoka Later. 
: - ) | In the evenings Matilda's mother would weave cloth on 
her spinning-jerny and an imp revised loom. Thies cloth was” 
. some times dyed in various colors: blue frem the indige plant; 
: yellow from the crocus and brown from the bark of the red 


oak. Other colors were obtained from berries and other plants. 











ez 


‘Ye¢allse that they were di eappearing ‘about the time I sew 


‘Just ldke azy grasa. burning “7 > 2422". Deopity the kind- 


Bortuern amies “fore they wore officially freed. dome ate | 
tempted te: chow their Loyal ty to their eld ewners by joining 


wave interview. | 
Nentigelle, Flao - sae e 


in seasons other than picking-time for the cotton tho 


ghildren werk usually allewed te play in the evenings. then 


se tton, crops were Large. howeves, they gpent their evenings 
picking ours seeds from the cotton bolls, in order that their 


parents md gat wo EK unantergup teddy an the fields ausing tine 
_ daye The eotten, aitey being picked and coparaéed, woul @ 
be weighed in dDalanges ond paoked tightly in ‘erveus' bvage. 


Chic’con and goose Poathers were jealousy saved due 


ring eed days. they were used for the mattresses that teu 


ted on the bede ef wooden alate that were built in corners 


against the walla. Heep skirts were worn at the time, but 
for how long afterward etal da does not romembere che only 


a whole fer the first time’. 
The coming of the Yankee suidiers created mush exel ten 


ment auong the slaves on the Vickens plantation. The waves \ 
were in ignorance ef activities going en, and of their ape | es 
‘preach, but when the first one was sighted the news spread : 


teas of Governor Fickens the slaves were happy wo Gleim their a 


newe found freedom. “one of thom even ran away to join the 


the Southern amides, ‘but in this seetion they were nes aaa | 


“ 











| Maeve interview NP ee nee ao 
Afved Purrels oe ee a ‘ 
Memticelle, Vide / : a ee = 


After ghe was released from a avery Matilda oume wi th 
hes parenty to the Sentieerie section, where the Ane xes bew 


aS Bie Sige: SAS aa 


Come paad house vervante. the parents took an active part 
in pelitios ia tra section, on cand Aatilda was gont wo wohoed « | 

White teachers operated the setwols at firat, ana were 
“Later roph-aed by Negro teachers. Churches were opened with | 
| ‘Negro ministers An the pulpite, and other nesensition oz 


or comunity Life eventually came to the vicinity. 





| Matilda wtil lives in one of the earlier homes of 
“her parents: in the area, now described cata "Rooster oun! by 
tbe residents. The sestion is in the eastern part of Monté- 
oelle. De ne. ‘ : ee 
Ce a 








Matilda Brooke; "Reenter Tow, " 
elo, Jefferuon County, Mas 
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aly Interviow 
December aD, A956 
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‘vory kind, her fathorts very ‘eruel. Bulicek had very Zow plavens 
‘but Merritt had a grat many of then, now a tow of whom he: aor 


( 


| at the ninwe narkota, co ee 


: -Pationge apont mont of hee time playing in. bhe | sank when, 
oho Te A ohtld, white hox Parenta toiled in the fheidea for ‘sheds a 


res spodtive omnorm. Her prendpaxente on hor mother's olde palenred 
“to Bulloak, but of hor fathorts people nhe knew nothing ao "thoy, a 
- ddantt gone to thie countrys hon sonne where they vod, sho: ree. : 
"toa Min Sout th Carolinas ee hen 

- Binoa ono dived with her ; motor, Patience faved pugh 












elt obtained by evaporating 
ite hs ; { i) 5 


Nes & CN 


i phokea, cotton. After the Gotten mee moished on teproved - 
alo, ‘aah wees bound An bags made of hemp, ; ae: 
ae nnd veavine were ‘taug'! oh Pat hones whan he 
our! | the sleth and threna ware ‘dyed vorious ‘ 

- eclore, ohe knows only how baue: wie obtained by allomins ; the indigo 


yi 


| Plant to rot in water and otrainine the remlt, oe 





















oe Pat ienoe! a father won not eniy. th capable: thaid vorker : 
we. ao a finiched shoonakors After tanning and ouring his hidoa - 
by Plaging thom an water with on beak for HOVOERAL » “Gaya an a thon ox 
| posing thom to ‘the mn to ary, he would sel out the unpose ond, the 
- poles after poner ang the toot to ‘be sheds ‘There would be an ineide 








| Slave Interview | 
— dares Johnacn ls 
oes: Florida 


‘consetous lente | tho ores when Confedernts currency vas 
10 “the slaves wore wick, they ‘wore given onetexr ofl, 
‘aod medicines nade from various roote, and horba,, 
| Patdenasto naater joined the oonfedersoy,. but how 
Saale moe ter aia note. ‘Although Negroes could « nidat in the 
~ Bouthexr ‘amy at thoy. donized, none ‘of them wished to a0 oo but 
“proferred: to Join. nox thern foroos and. fight: for the thing they oe : 
“sired vost, frocdom, Then freedom was no Jonger 0 dream, but & rom 
alisys the Morratte atarte bd Aife on thear own aa famnora. Treva . 
‘your old Pationce entered ono of the schools established by the 


_Froodnen's Buroaus she ) Foaadte the a. eas of fens nottlon 
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ow with Patience Compbaly 919 Gherxy 
129, Fier ida 
















wars Sf uwien 
_ Nowomber am 1936 





9» Pasion » wre “korn in Yonticello, eeten 














who ould bring high prices at the sinve mnrkete. A ®orsede ex 
madd fared better than the majority of fennie alnwor, and. 
Ronnie Parieh wae no exooption. Aj sho hnd to do wae damned 
“onildren, ‘Charies Paxieh iabored. in the cotton paruaured the a 
© ohtes | prodnet of the Parioh ple intotlons | 





iu aks An & amoad boy Dourine unod to spend hie tine shoot 
i “ing marblea, playing baad, Wholng and wrestling with the other 
ee peyn. The marblor were made from lumps of oley mrdoned An the 
oo firoplnge, Ho wan a vory mood runner, and ae it maa a euetom in 
thoes daye ‘for one plantation owner to mateh his ‘nipcort agadinat 
that of hie a shen he wan ®. favorite vances Be ‘rich boosnee he - 





io. waa oneaper te seoure anlt by ae mothod than at was %0 puroha 















Kiave interview (0 ee Page 2 
‘Rachel A. Austin a ee 
wieder ne i ate 


eat runner roprosentod hie neeter in she Fourth of Soay 


“Engen when runnere fron ald over the aounty competed for top 





“honere, and the winner earned a bag of silver for hia masters 
Cg Pardon adan't win the prize, he wee herd to pot alone oath | 
“for. severnd, daye, ‘mt ‘erodually he would aeaept his. defeat with 
“Fosolution, Prison in lees {mpor tent racoa ranged. from. % pals 

of fighting oookn to a Slave, mapanaing won the seriousness of 
the tating, | 

a  Pouglae! f4ret job wae phoking eotton aot a 
tron the cotton. Then he wae about ie youre of age, he booome 

‘: the etable boy, and seen learned about the gare and grooming of o 
horece from an old slave who had charge of the Parioh ato blome 

Ho wag Md required to. keop the bucien, OUELOY As and aprince 
wagons glieon. The buntien ere Light counewheeled oorringes drawn 


by one hora. The surreye wore covered four-whoeled onrrioges, open. 





et the sides, bot having ourt tadna that may be rolled downs Yo liked . 
thin job very muoh beonuse it eave him an onportunt ty $o ride on oe 
horses, tho deaire of ll the boys on the plentation. Treg head tO 
be content with ghoppine mood, running errande, Gleanine up the Oe 
Plantation, « and oimilar taake. Boeause of hie } enowledge or horaeny 
‘Dougies wrest permitted to travel 60 the Gout with hia bese and 

| other slaves for the purpore ef scouring ont from the sca wetor. 


7 othorwtes. | 
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via 


me . 
Hafy Jab hse kame 
Ap yey 





and ovens the sinves hed. ereons, 


2 


an propexea, 


Pardoh seldom punt shed hie alaves, and never aid ho 
aad nie oversoor 0" a 906 Tf the plnwes » fared to ‘do ‘ele 


the war was | dontined to make oe Parishos Jove 








Raghe aA Austin 
— ooliey tn 


to remain on ‘the prere 
— to wouk about the plinne 


. and 200ke. Tho Meret who, romeined an the south “mre forood. 
ie meke their OP, daving. At the end of the rar, foods and Gomme die — 
thee 1 had gone up to prices. that wore Amponaat phe for the Negro to Pay. 
‘Han, for example, coat had se ie a pound; Lord m8 abt cotton: we 
two doliare a bushel. 
; Dougiaat father taught him ald that he knew Shout 


“aazpentzy ard briokJay4ng, ond the two wore in demand to repair, 


re, ‘OF baila houses for the mite People. Although he nover 








into the. ormuna ty 
of davings Phey want into. 


“Thorens the white teachers asa not bother 
t in. the alnnaroom, © other white en came who 
decided Antersot in then. They were onlied Soaxpete 


beosuse of the type of traveling. Dag which: they uounliy 


and this teri, later boanne eynonynous with poli tion 
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nal “interview with Douglas Parish, Monticello 








pan, *itervier 
“Ostober 8, 1936 
John A. (imme 


“Both yore born noar Mortem, Virginie » and. pola 


ao a. Lovoe Bove ord tines on. pastor plantottona. » bien on the 


naa departed aster Tranetpation to ive the ives of free 


“Peoples : a ae x ee ae 


- wap “the son of- Poter and Botey Pverett, field 
banda who spont. ae daabebresting route An the cotton fiodde— 


ct 
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e i ¥ 
pet dei eal paiintan! om 








Wan thiereien = Page 2. 
eee k RAnGeAON Sk ee es Ee a 
“panei ded Flor ide Bet ne a en | 


Sa 


88 sanwly. aa she could roenber vas Norfolk Vievivie. Everyone 
- eallea hex *Nor.* mt wos not until after she wae freed and 
x has sent hex chi Mien to “sehool that she qhanged her name to 
— Moutea, ce ie | 
c ae we gan and Norfolk pent part of their ohild- 
’ hood on the plantation of "Big Jim" who was very cruel; often 
he would whip nis. anaes into. Anaenei bility for minor offences. 
te. sometines hung them up by thelr thumbe whenever ‘they were. opught 
“attempting to escape="er fer no reagon atall.® | 


OM ‘ 


On thie plantation wore more than 100 slaves who 
were nated indiacriminately and without any rerard for fomily unions. 
ae their master. ‘thought that a certain man and woman might have 
_atrong, healthy offspring, he forced thom to. have sexual 1 Antion, 


“evan "x tiey were married to other slaves, It there svencd to be. 


any alight reluetance on the part of either of the unfortunate ones 






"Big Jim™ would rake ther consumi ate thie relationship in his presence 
‘He used the BANE putt lai if he thought. a certain éouple W208 not. 
produeing ehildren fact enough. He enjoyed these orcies very much 
: and often entertained hia friends aM, this manner; quite often ag | 
and his’ guests vould engage ‘in these debaucheries, choosing for theme 
 gelves the prettiest of ‘the young women. Sometimes they forced the 
unhappy husbands: and lovers of ‘thetz victima to look 6 a 
| . “Louies and ‘Sam were married an a. very ladle iad 
nannerso quote the » : 





>i 
lean Hake 





; - bte nigger?'He had that ola ‘wll whip fling acrost his shoulder, 


es the morning at the xinging ‘of the "Big House® bell. Af tor 


worked in the fields until the- bell rang acedn at noon; at which 


| $e their bottoms in order to keep then from reating directly on the 


mound of hot coala, Bisouite were a lumury but whenever they had 
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Petri Randolph ae eae amet ie ‘FEC 
Muiberry, Florida ae. 


ie By pi 
a ¥ I 


a ‘iaxe0 Tim called me al som tox him and ordered 
san te pull off his onda that wae et the MeCloin : levers - 
wore and he said to mez Nox, "do you think you on atand this 


and Lowd, that man gould. nit ao haxdt se T jes anid * yeaesur, I 
3 ‘guess 80, and tried to caus my face go I couldn't aoe San! s Y 

_—akednena, but he made ne look at him anyhow." 

ae "© Well he told ws what we must git busy and do in 

hie 1 pronence, and we had to do At, After that we were conoi: lered 
man ond wife. Me and Sam was a healthy pear and had fine, big 

babies, so T never had another man foroed on hes ee Gods. 

“i Sam waa kind to me and I learnt to love him.® | 

Life on the MoClain plantation wor a ‘aleney erina 


ot work from morning until night. Slaves had to ‘vise in the daxk 
éating a hasty proskfaat of fried fat pork and corn pone, they 


time they ate ‘boiled vogetablen, roaated eweet potatoce and vinck 





“molasses, Thie food. was cooked in iron. pote whieh had lege attached 
fire, These utensils were either hung over & fire or set atop a 


i white bread 1 wes, cooked in anothex thiok pan called a sopiders : 














| reat Htnvies ae ee 
Powrl Rendolph a OO es Cae | 7 | 
wpe ene ; | | 


“tis | pan had. a ‘top which was covered with hot éubers to insure 
the: browning of the bread ‘on tops. | ae 7 
, Slave women had no time for theiy children, — 2 








ea |, Thope were gared for by an old woman who called then twice a é e 
| day and fed them pot likkex® (vegetable broth) and eakimmed : 
malic, ‘Baoh onila was provided with B, wooden laddle which he 
dipped into a wooden trough and. fod himself, bigs older ohildren 
bcs those who were $00 young to hold « ladle. 
go OxaAc' ing: wos "Big Jim® ‘that elavee were 
" forood to work’ even whon aiok. Expeatant mothora toiled in the 
fielis until they felt ‘gheir labor pains. It was net uncom on 
for bebles to be born in the fields. 

: There wae little time ‘fox ploy, on Ne plantation. 
“Even mo very ‘amall children wore ansigned tonke. They hunted — Ae 
“Renta ence » gathered poke. perriea for dyeing, ehelled cozn and i 
drove the cowa home in ™ evening. Little. > elrde sii atook= — 
ings. ae ‘ 7 : 

‘ | There waa no. “ohuroh on this plantetion and itinerant ¢ 

— Binistere avoided going. there because of, the owner's eruolty. Very 

- golden were the elaves alloved to attend nedghboring churchea and 


_ obhld rarer wore, the oppor tunitios 60. hold mootings among, nce 


often when thoy were in. the middie bal a. higigh or prayer they would. be 





att 


te Ua 
(id 
ahi 























Mulbersy, Florida a — ae 
the “ringing © of “the bell ak ‘munnoned hin to work and told hd 
when fiak night *nook ones from his inverse, | : 


ie Louies and, ‘san loot heard the ringing of thie 


4 “weld in the faa of 1865, AL the elaves gathered in front of 
the Big House®. to be told that they were free for the timo being. 


They, hea heard whieperinga of the War put did not undexetend the 
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"meaning of 4% all, Now "Big. Jim® etood weeping ‘on the plazge. and 
_ Suredag the fate that had been. so oruel to him by robbing him of 
all hie ‘adgeers,® He inquired af any wanted ‘to romain until all 

ae exope were horveated and when no one. gonsented to de so, he 
flew Anto 2, rage; seizing his plete, he. began firing into. the 

a orewd ‘ef frightened Negroes, Some were killed outright. and ‘others 
“yore mained for life. Finally he wae prevailed upon to stop. He 
then attempted to take hive own Life. A few frightened slaves pEoini om 
ed to : remadn with him another year}; ‘thie placated him. It was 
‘Meceasary for Union soldiers. to make another vieit to the plantation 


before "Big: Leia mous, allow nis former slaves to depart. | oy 
veal ; ne 


, oh ~ ‘Sam and Louisa moved to Boston, Georcia where 
| they shareaxopped. for several youre; they ‘ater bought a ame 
—- their two sone became old lorie to help. They vontiniod y 











oth axe pitifully in» 


ae 
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slave Int erview 
— Ogtober 8, 4936 - 
dohn A. ‘Sinms 


2 riew with ‘San and Louisa Everett; 
5 PE Pide Everett, Mulberry, Flovtds, 
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- Ostober By 1936 
John A. Simmo | : 
oe. a) | i 













- ee es 
Both were porn near Norfolk, vixeania and mas 


. ox happened only yooterday. 


ap elaven several tines en nlenx'by plantations. It mas on 
9) the ‘plontation of "Big Jim" MoClain thet thoy net an slave 
“ obtadren a” a dorarted after Emancipation to live the Lives 


a 





A of freo pooples 
‘Sam WAN the gon of ‘Poter and Bptay Brorott, fiola 
hands ho. pont long ‘baok-breaking hours in tho eotton ‘flelde 
| and ¢ eatie home at nightialL to cultivate theiz enndd allyl 
oo “They lived in. constant foor that thoiz nantor would confiscate 
| most of ‘hots voretabioss-s vr ho 80 ‘ofton’ ‘ata. ao i 
- Loules rononbers, Little about her paxente ‘and ‘thin? a : 
ane 120 woe » sod at an an oorly age be) a separate master. | 
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Pear) Randolph 
“tanersy, Florida 


: io dalisedicameenceshincchoeg MOOREA * 
increase 


or wee not wital after” 


“who ‘ode nated Andigar inne scaly and | without cary yeas for. i 


cerkcnetrmry lana sey 


er ‘thors soomed to bo | ony. oh aie eaves vi the ‘part of - 
either of the unfortunate ‘ono "Big dime mould, make | f m GO} 
ete te _ Folnsianship 1 in hie - prodenoe. Bo vaod the cosine Pio 


‘oho: caine 1 for ‘thonseives the 


byt 








were 


end hos 


‘lo € ok at Ltn 6 nnyhows® a ae 
Told h toast, we | wust e + bey and ae dn hie 


pronence, and "e hed ‘to do Ge Agtor: the 


wan: and. wifes ie end “hes m0 & hepdthy, potr « and haa. fines big 





sates 


mR 












Pearl fesaniee bt 
ee? Plortda 





Ciewie 


silo vere either mung ove 













had ¢ a ‘top * which wna ¢ i 
ort ‘the tread on tore 








se — ‘onaad + AS moviited with ® wooden Laddle whioh | 0 divped ie 4 
e wooden trough nad fea himself, The elder anew oa) thone who 


AAA 


a wore #00 young to hola Hs) Spee eee, 


to the ‘thera. 





: a there A188, | Aktede time ‘tor play Sf - 
: vada ohtadzen wore aonigned. taske. They hunted hanto 
a poke berries for ayeing, sholled ooxn and, drove the com 
. evoning. SLY, girls knitted otookings. 7 ate ee) ; 
: | ‘there wa no. ohured on this plantas i n ana stineront 
za ) avoided mine mye donne ¢ of the omnoza cornet 
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ihe te fea of 1808. 
gounos ‘to be told ti hat ‘thoy. 


of at aan. Now Bie ‘Jim atood voophing | 6 | 
exerting the fate ‘that hnd’ e's 
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 Kartin hiehardsen alee, are interview 
$e'ed Worker De ie ee | 
ee iss ne sO gy i Ca Me Tt  sanuary 15, 1ua7 
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4 Pages 





Hen eae an a davme 1 wekcama th uop oe ind Madcon vtreot, Paw 





a we Latkes is a busy Vite horete choo who wae worn in slavery 
a . 4 eightyeneven years 28 3 3 . black ood th, Leather. 
if tanner, camped e uhweo 6ane cheepian aid a number of o ther 





“ twinge, represents one of the west resourceful former aves 





, 


yet: found in the states ae ea 

| Neore wot BOFA an 1860 on the plantation of Soon B. 

Overstreet, in vorsy the County, Georgios fie wae one oF the ~ 
| 4 ex éhildren of Misa Noore; all of thes renained the atope 
es erty of Gvertree until freed. oe ee 
e On the ivertree p. antatien the dave cna aren were 
allowed considerable time for play wn 8a their tenth or 
twol ttn years: bindesy took fui advantage of this eppore 
tuni ty and became very skill tu at marth oe shootings it was 


hore that he first Jearned ta "ern dx0 his ‘talents profitably. 





*Nasoe overtres’ discovered ‘the abihity of Lindsey and anoe . 
ther urehan to shoot marbles, and begun toking then inte 

bt i -o 

© ode to coupe te wi Ge the Latte saves of ether ownerse tessa 












GAVE zumvaoN : oe | 
PALATKA, ML a ee ‘age 2 
 WaRTIN t amaeeent : ere : 


sa possibilities other than the gery of his vietories in 

this new g:aae; wath pennies that some of the spectators 

tesued haw hebegen making smehd wagers of hie own with hie 

_ ae and goon wea ee ~iuhte @ gvehi pile of sil- 
. ver for those aay ee oe : 

AL theugh shoes yore vonsatieot in Idadsey's yout, mY 
weed te vateh earefwiiy whonever a cow was dkinned und ite 
hide tanned to maid choos fox the woman aad the "folks in 
the big heuse’. Through hig attention te the tenakng opere 

Be a ations he Learned every thang abe ut tamiag except ene s6] Ue 
 $fon that he esul a ot Aiscover. §% cas net wrth years la 
ike Was sae Learned shat the’ jemendigealies ingulaend 
" gna @hetn eolt ond water. By the time he had-icamed it, 
| hewever, he had eo mastered the tenning eperations that he ; 
; : at enee added it te hic courses ef Livelihood. | 


Lindsey enenved muah of the faym werk on tine overtree 
plisee by Learning to skillfully aneist the women whe made 
«Leth eut ef the cotton from t- flalde. He grew very fast. 

| _ at cLenning ‘rode’, clearing the looms and ether operations: | 
when, at thirteen, it became tine for hin to piek eetten 

pe he hand bevone 9 fast at helping with spinning and wei shing 
the: cetion at others had picked that he dacs eudiveay oe | 
- @aped the picking himself. ae 
_emine was another of the plantation ote blak a 









 weuhd pooe threw the eomp ef the oo diers. These would 
one on heopy te Bey e foe pennies fer a aup 6f water Father than : 





Maearee AHL Coa AC Aan Ns 





Robemrausoon 


e 


bindaoy weptered early. His ansiity ‘to save every pe seibhe 
ounae of ‘grease from the meats he cooked added many choiee — 
vite of pork to his otherwise meatless fare; he was able 
to spond many. hours in the ‘phade prering water ever oak 
ashes that other young el aves wore passing picking cotten 
er heetng petoters in the burrtes oun. ; 
Lindsey's firet knowLedce of the orien af freedom ; 

eae when he heara & loud brass band coming down ths read 
— toward the plantation wh oying a etrange, lively tune while ‘ 

& numbes 9f soldiers in blue uniforms marched behind, lie 
y pon to the front gute and was exdered to take ohange ef the 





Ne a eos co Seah ree Mase: Lg ee as de ye ee 


aun baie > 


howe of ono ef tho officers in sueh an abrupt tone untid s 
he ‘begin to choking in my bare feet?’ ‘There followed much 4 
fale betanen the officers and Lindsey"s ni atress, wi th the | ’ 
soldiers Finally going inte neemgnent a short distance away i 
frow the plantation. re ae ‘ : 
“Phe serdiers tok ‘gosmand of the spring thot wae used : 


_ for a water mupply for the pl: ntation, giving idndeey. anes 
ther opoortumity te fralse MOY. ‘He would be sent frem the 
ashen to the pring fer water, and on the way backs 


tehe the long hike te the Spring themsel vee; Lindsey: would 
empty bucket afiter bucket before finwlly returning to the 
_ phantation. Out of his profits he bought hig firct pair of 


; She a r “4 
es FYFE oD Sas 
Soe Te ACA Saw t a 
rw) one oe 9" } ‘ vr 











Lave LDRVERY | 
ok er ae 


\ 


Cad 


thoes oe es beatae a meaty a erown matte a a 


‘Zhe 01, diera finally departed, ath al wus five oF 
the Overtres ahuves joyousky teooping behind Gitte Hefere 
leaving, however, they tore up the rail voud and ie vtabion, 
: burning the ties ond heatiag the Fails wrtal vad cine ‘twiae 
ms : ting them around trace trunks, “sa% fist de wore trampled 
we died their hoxvos, and devastation Left on Bs) bade Be 
ee Lindsey and AAS me thew wore among thece whe stayed at 





~— plantation. Wher freedom botume general his father bee 
gon forming on ‘we traet ‘that was Loter turned over W odnde Pa 
ey. Lindsey operated the fam for a wWille, but later de- | 


sized to lears horseshoeing, ond syprentiene Minsehf toa 
| Sack ani th. At the end of three yaurs he had begeme co pro- 4 


ficient that his former mantor rewarded him vith a Sivae dole 
lar bonus for shoeing one ‘herse. : 

Pe seeceing now the trades of Wi ook end thing, tanning 
and weavings and spinning, ‘Lindsey was texpted to follew some | 
ef his former agsociates te the arth, but wae discouraged : 
from doing eo by a few. whe returned, compl ining vitteriy 


 aheout the unaceustemed celd and the daffieun ty ef aoking a 


\ 


ees. et ee oe 


Living. jie moved South inotead and settled ia the ated am 
ie ~~ Palatka, | 
» Me de st421 in tao eeation, wang Foopgniged as an 
A ewan oD 2ek wend Gla acapite bie more thon four sooRe yearn. : q 
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Viola Be ae ee a bee . c Save Intorviow 





ay vorker — Polota, Florida 


"Ronda, we of + a0 Drones taoote Talat, Lovo, was bom 

at Gnnden, Soath capone about povontyeoan 28 ag, maybe Loncor, 
“Me oa the oon of Motart ond Polhis too, cho daring slavery ware 
nl Hobe ULE, taking we no of thoir maator, ao 708 the 








% 4 


er easing’ Ce) ‘Doctor 83 Lor and his cAateens waa urs, ‘fone 
“tualter, ‘Me does not iow hie master's given mune as mo othor nae 8 
over hoagd around the | “Lontatton, eseent Kootor ngilows : 
“Repiall wo a axail boy ven the wor Dotmen the atiates banka 
‘ont, bat judging Pro: cht he weceabaro he emst have been a boy arcund 
"lt er coven yours of nome ag a a, 

raving the foo pose ho erent An chveay, Mande ol many 
‘empostendes shich mate ouch dog? Aoxro99!or0 won hte br-te that the 
| BenoRy of thon othi2 roma qtoory | oe 

the one thing that-asuo08 ono to Veltowe that he aust hove boon 
| evind coven 7o:r0 of agp 40 tho stotacont thot he wia oct ohd eooayh to 
Mave tacks of omy serortanee Aocod upon him yot, bo wus trated along 
with onother boy about his oun age, to Garay butter fro: the plantation 
| Gelgy too silos to the "big honsa,* Mo ono would trust o ehilé younger 





: fe ae ‘ot x yours of oop to bonito dattor tor too of 88 voir dgonped into 








doa 





ONE er penis nce tae watoe tor hicoelt 


ond fantlys . wo lowed to walle @ pon for At ond paleo ond Patten 
ae for Billings ‘Then s alts . tine eane he wos given ti: e to batchor at 
| 288 rtd ald. the sanaaee he euld mao to food hie fasily, By thot 

ny w solve the foodig problea and aleo oatisfied the 












Ane 0 over, thon, for toy 2270 stored 9 petebdage Rint voxy for 
motors Guve thelr taro. ne Me pees | 
Oa the HALIor Mlantat fon thore waa o cotton an, coator “Aller . 
“fanod the gin ont a8 wa operated ty hia slaves, He mee tho aotton, | 
poked 4%, ginned At ond cove tt sight thoze,, Ho co hed o talor and 
| Moto the borping to Date it with. ‘Me only hd to ay the 4aon bande thot 
2d the bales 4» taste soy ; 
Dodtor Bille we a atch nan cpl bol a fur sooching etcht into 
how to guvkk slaves to the boat advantage, Yo wo Eiind to then and new 
‘st the Dect may to got the Root out of fom v0 to Heep thes wil and 
he. ‘Tie arrangenont 8 vory cuch tho general soy in chat ho a: osod. 








LOTTIE TORRES ARN OT 
fea 012 coe to soit: arvana the bene, Or aie, nh oh Cah oem, the 























_ Brave Boot» hia ape” on » wo: e000 an nen who ozo oa 






fet ‘Teotoal of having otntcht 
"Oy —_ va _potnte they ara at me poate ob Glas 
“the > botton vate ao tte groan. att the sons fnohioa An high 
agth to the feo0s. fio Maile wore used to hold 
10. Dek as ws ba hak bs 
: yok 9 Yo ops, sd Uo bie: sited 8° cate ota 
wl they wore ald bat: 08 Dotoroe : | 
a ‘Boye onl girls under ten yoars ot 0 BORG nower dns teh Oe 
- thona to mor on the MiLkor Tlentat. on bat wore rocadzed to aod the 
‘ gan ler en saven of thofactly ond do chores astund the "big house” von 
tte tatwess and hog @b2dcon, ous ook oa munding gas tgmght the 
- donootiowninded Qs duron on tending 208 in the pots as alloted | 
‘others with | town ab) Mtg to eook, shay FO trocted veld ont tact 
| mmarated os on ire ee 
| : | Maple father and cothay wee ovatdor0d tacky ‘ fothar 
m omoroier on hia eothée ce & watt a ae : 
a “Dyetae Lior a8 @ Hod end oestdanste oxert Rowse Dottowd 
tn ranishing olaves unlbss &n axtsem @:000, No overscan, wite or i 
_s could ship hte shoves wlthut thea Dwingig ti9 slave botore his 
- : more aa Ne sk nen Te 10 ore 


























ns Hooping of he is aiaves tree ‘copie a9 woRl a8 
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